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Community Thanksgiving Service 

Feel good about giving back 

Donate blood on Monday, January 13. 

Many people want to give back to the community but may not have a lot of time to 

volunteer. In only about an hour, volunteer blood donors can help save lives and 

feel instant gratification. You are invited to give back and help save lives by 

donating blood from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Covenant Lutheran Church (in 

Fellowship Hall) 1525 Van Buren Street,  Stoughton on Monday, January 13.  

Volunteers are needed to help with the drive. Please contact Stephen 

Peterson at stevep72@yahoo.com  (608) 480-0525. 

Exciting News! 

For the first time, the NFL (National Football League) is partnering with the 

American Red Cross with Super Bowl LIV trip giveaway package to donors: 

eligible donors who present to give on Jan. 13, will automatically be entered 

for a chance to experience Super Bowl LIV live!     

• Two tickets to Super Bowl LIV 

• Entry to the official NFL Tailgate 

• Two tickets to Super Bowl Experience at the Miami Beach Convention 
Center 

• Round-trip airfare to Miami and three-night hotel accommodations (Jan. 
31-Feb. 3, 2020) 

• A $500 gift card for expenses.  

Terms & Conditions apply, visit RedCrossBlood.org/SuperBowl for more info.  

To make an appointment or to learn more, download the American Red Cross 

Blood Donor App, visit redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-

2767).  

Completion of a RapidPass online health history questionnaire found at 

redcrossblood.org/rapidpass is encouraged to help speed up the donation process. 

A blood donor card or driver’s license or two other forms of identification are 

required at check-in. Individuals who are 17 years of age in most states (16 with 

parental consent where allowed by state law), weigh at least 110 pounds and are in 

generally good health may be eligible to donate blood. High school students and 

other donors 18 years of age and younger also have to meet certain height and 

weight requirements. 

mailto:stevep72@yahoo.com
https://www.redcrossblood.org/donate-blood/dlp/super-bowl-terms-and-conditions.html
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 Message from Pastor Sara 

January is a time of reflection; considering the past year and looking forward 
to  the year ahead. Three years ago, Amy and I embarked on a pilgrimage in 
Norway, and one of the most stunning moments for us was standing on the path 
way up in the mountains. The path curled around, and we could look back to see 
the ridges and hills we had climbed the days prior.  “We were way over there,” 
we said to one another.  “And now we are here.” To see how far one has come, 
and celebrating the accomplishments along the way, give inspiration for what 
may lie ahead.  
2019 has been one of generosity.  Through gifts of hope, the mortgage was 
paid.  Covenant is now debt free!! The generosity of the foundation provided the 
resources to put on a splendid new roof. The Stewardship pledge drive was 
completed, giving the council a valuable tool in planning next year’s budget. 
Over $200,000 has been promised to be given in the new year for the use and 
function of Christ’s church.  In addition to this, there were donations and gifts 
made to Host A Family, the Kegonsa School food donation drives and the Mitten 
Tree. 
All of these express a key element of faith in Generosity.  There are a multitude 
of angels in and among Covenant that generously give their time in all the 
details to prepare for worship each week.  Communion preparation, Altar Guild, 
arranging the poinsettias, teaching Sunday School, helping with confirmation, 
sound room, choirs, ushers, communion assistants, acolytes, offering counters, 
and many others. A word of THANKS to all of you!! 
We give so we can move farther along the path of our faith, so that others who 
are stuck can move along as well.  We are moving forward in faith.  Covenant is 
moving forward in grace and inspiration.  Thanks be to God for guiding our 
path!  
Blessings on the new year ahead.  

Pastor Sara 
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Happy New Year! It was wonderful to see the church full and vibrant 
during our Christmas Eve services, Ring and Sing, the Children’s 
Program, and Longest Night service! The holidays are also a time to 
reflect on all that happened in 2019. We celebrated the 40th 
Anniversary of the church, we have a new roof, and we paid off the 
mortgage.  We added many new members with a wealth of new skills 
and talent to the Covenant family. We also saw long-standing 
members step up and step in to volunteer positions within the church 
as a result of the Time and Talent survey we conducted at the end of 
2018. All in all, much progress in 2019. 

Looking ahead to 2020, on January 26, The Covenant Lutheran 
Council will host the annual meeting of the congregation. Council 
members and our treasurer Sandy Markuson have been hard at work 
preparing a 2020 budget for the church. In December, we finalized 
our draft, which we will vote to approve at the January meeting. The 
God’s Blessing, Our Response stewardship campaign helped us 
underpin the plan. Our Annual Report should be available mid-
month. 

I will close this month with a special shout out to the many 
musicians that contributed to the Advent Season at Covenant. We 
have a wealth of talent among our senior choir, bell choir, and the 
many musicians that make Saturday evenings and Sunday worship 
so special, at Christmas and throughout the year. Musicians, thank 
you for all you do. 

 

Gather. Grow. Go serve. With God's love. 

Gary Tarpinian 
 

http://covluth.org/council-members/ 

   

Council President’s Message 

http://covluth.org/council-members/
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 Stewardship News 

God’s Blessings, Our Response 

Our 2020 Stewardship Campaign is now complete.   

126 individuals and households have pledged their fi-
nancial support to Covenant in 2020.   

Thank you!  If you have not made your pledge, 
please do so by completing a pledge card found at the 
Welcome Center or by calling Carol in the church of-
fice at 608-873-7494.   

Your pledge is always welcome and appreciated. Stay 
tuned for more information from your church Coun-
cil coming at the Annual Meeting on January 26.  

2020 PLANS for FRIDAY FREE MEAL! 
In 2020, on the FIRST FRIDAY EVERY MONTH, 
COVENANT plans to gather a CREW of 6 to 8 people 
to serve a FRIDAY FREE MEAL at St. Mark’s 
Lutheran, 605 Spruce St, Madison, (south side of 
Madison just two block east of Park St.). Usually about 
50 people come to the meal. Food is supplied; the crew 
helps set up, prep, serve, and clean up. We meet at 
Covenant at 10:05 am and return around 2:00 pm. 

Willing and want to help January 3, 2020? 
SIGN-UP on the BULLETIN BOARD now! 
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Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) - Volunteer Opportunities  

Intergenerational Program RSVP of Dane county is looking for volunteer tutors/mentors or classroom assistants in 
Dane County schools for the 2019-2020 school year. Intergenerational volunteers have reported feeling healthier, 
happier and have a sense of purpose by volunteering for students. Volunteers help students succeed academically in 
literacy and mathematics. To be a part of a program with 150 volunteers who are making a difference in students' 
lives, contact Laura Mikkelson, Intergenerational Program Coordinator at lmikkelson@rsvpdane.org or 608-441-
7894.  

Foster Grandparent Program was created for low-income seniors who can commit to a minimum of 5 hours/week 
tutoring in Dane County schools and would like to receive a tax-free stipend, meal/travel reimbursement and are ea-
ger to see students improve academically. If qualified, you can tutor in Dane County schools as a Foster Grandpar-
ent! The program has in-services and recognition events throughout the year. For information, please contact Laura 
Mikkelson, Foster Grandparent Program Coordinator at lmikkelson@rsvpdane.org or 608-441-7894.  

Drivers Services Program Urgently Needs Drivers in all Dane County communities to provide rides for seniors (60 
yrs. and older) and veterans of all ages to medical and other important appointments, or to deliver meals to seniors in 
communities outside of Madison. Very flexible schedule and mileage reimbursement/extra liability insurance is pro-
vided. Drivers are especially needed in Madison/Monona, Cottage Grove, Mount Horeb, Cross Plains/Black Earth/
Mazomanie, Stoughton, Sun Prairie, and Waunakee. Please contact Mary Schmelzer at 608-441-7896 
or mschmelzer@rsvpdane.org.  

Community Connections Program has dozens of volunteer opportunities, a few are listed below. To learn more, con-
tact Jan Karst at 441-7891 or jkarst@rsvpdane.org. 

Arts for All 
conducts classes in visual art, music, movement, and more for people with disabilities ages 16 and up. Vol-
unteers are needed to assist teachers, install artwork in the gallery, assist with events, special projects, and 
administrative tasks such as data entry and mailings.    
The River Food Pantry 
needs volunteers to help stock shelves, help shoppers load groceries, and serve meals at the pantry on the 
Northside.    
The Tenant Resource Center 
helps individuals with affordable housing counseling, community outreach and education, housing law semi-
nars for landlords and service providers, eviction clinics and mediation services. Volunteers receive training 
to help with these programs! Volunteer receptionists are also needed.    
NewBridge Madison 
needs volunteer Guardian and Representative Payees to help seniors who need help with paying bills and 
taking care of other business they are no longer able to do alone.    
Catholic Multicultural Center needs help in their Food Pantry with sorting and stocking on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Help guests shop and load needed groceries! Like to cook? They also serve free meals every 
day and need help in the kitchen preparing and serving simple foods.  

 
RSVP Group Projects: Making a Difference in our own creative way... Volunteers in the RSVP GroupProjects 
Program handcraft & donate items like hats, mittens, quilts, afghans, pillows, and baby items to help keep our com-
munity safe, warm and comforted. If you (or someone you know) may enjoy the social aspect of sewing, knitting or 
crocheting in an RSVP group or prefer to implement your craft in your own home, please join our efforts! Con-
tact Kate Seal, Group Projects Coordinator, at 608-310-7280 or kseal@rsvpdane.org  for more information. 

 

...where volunteers make a difference 

 
6501 Watts Road, Suite 250, Madison, Wisconsin 53719  
Phone: 608-238-7787  Web: www.rsvpdane.org 

mailto:lmikkelson@rsvpdane.org
mailto:lmikkelson@rsvpdane.org
mailto:mschmelzer@rsvpdane.org
mailto:jkarst@rsvpdane.org
mailto:kseal@rsvpdane.org
http://www.rsvpdane.org/
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Health Topics 

January 2020 topic: Winter Wellness 

 Tips for a healthful winter… 

 

Be Active/Exercise 

• Schedule exercise on your calendar just like any other season 

• Dress in layers and wear hats and boots for outside exercise 

• Indoor walking ideas: school, large department store, or the grocery store 

Prevent Falls 

• “Walk like a penguin” shuffling your feet when walking over ice 

Stay Warm 

• Wear a hat outside (10-20% of body heat is lost through the head) 

• Dress children in 1 more layer than an adult would wear 

Manage Dry Skin 

• Use creams instead of lotions & apply frequently 

Equip Your Car 

• Gas tank should be at least half full at all times 

• Have a warm blanket in the back seat or trunk 

• Keep emergency snacks in the car (such as snack nuts or crackers) 

Eat Healthfully 

• Limit intake of sweets, white bread & white pasta 

• Try oatmeal sprinkled with walnuts for breakfast 

• Enjoy winter squash, citrus, dark leafy greens 

 

In faith and health,   Denise Pigarelli 

 

Resources: clevelandclinic.org, cdc.gov, webmd.com, drugs.com 
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Hello, sisters and brothers in Christ, 

 Hope this new year is off on the right foot. It’s now the season of taking 

down the lights and finding all the boxes for everything to go in. Children have 

finished all their Christmas programs, have made it back to school just in time for 

parents’ sanity to return after a long break from school. Oh, the post-holiday joys!  

 While the Christmas season may be over as we enter into epiphany, I can’t 

help but hold onto the Christmas readings. Looking at Luke 2:8-20, on an ordi-

nary night shepherds are startled with the good news of the newborn king by an 

angel which is then united with the whole heavenly host. The shepherds run over 

to find this baby wrapped in rags and lying in a feed trough, praising Jesus with 

what they had - their time and their words.  

 And yet, I wonder who was left to watch the sheep. Did the angels? Did the 

shepherds leave someone behind? Or did they just let God watch over them. If we 

look at this from a business standpoint, leaving a whole flock of sheep might not 

be the smartest thing to do. But these shepherds are not the only one to leave 

their flock .   

 If we jump ahead in Luke, chapter 15, we see another familiar story- the 

parable of the lost sheep. In the story, the shepherd leaves the 99 to find the one 

that has gone astray. The parable pictures God’s desire to find the lost and bring 

them back into the fold. Once the lost is found, the owner throws a party, asking 

neighbors to celebrate with him. The lost has been found! 

 My next question that arises is, why shepherds? Why did God choose to tell 

them, of all people? And not just in a simple manner in a dream or something, 

but with a whole choir of angels no less. Shepherds at this time were considered 

lowliest of the low in terms of social rank. Parents would pray, “I hope my kid 

doesn’t become one of those.”  

 Sharing this news with the shepherds reminds us who this king was born 

for. The outcast, the laughed at, the poor in mind, body, or spirit. I believe God 

chose to speak to this crowd of shepherds as we can relate to them. Throughout 

our life, we will face times of shame, of being the outcast, times of loneliness, and 

times when we are mocked for who we are or what we believe in. Our God came 

to the lowliest of the social ladder to show us the lengths of love our God will go.  
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In both stories, the seeker finds what they are looking for. The group of lowly 

shepherds found the Messiah, and in the parable, God finds us. Our own personal 

journey in this thing called life, we yearn for God- a relationship, an understand-

ing, answers to our never-ending questions, the feeling of God walking alongside 

us. Yet, our relationship with God doesn’t come without it’s ups and downs. Like 

any relationship, it comes with its joys and arguments. If we don’t have friction, 

how can it grow? Yet, if you’re fighting all the time, that’s probably not healthy ei-

ther. It’s about finding that healthy balance with God.  

 God’s love for us knows no bounds. Nothing we can do can turn God away. 

Even when we feel distant from God, struggling in our own faith journey, wres-

tling with God, God is still there waiting for us to find that joy in our relationship 

once again or maybe for the first time.  

 So, my challenge for you this day is to take what the shepherds gave- their 

time and their words- and think about where you are in your faith journey. One 

night at Affirmation of Baptism class, I asked my students what questions that 

they had about faith. I want to leave you with their question; “Who is God to you 

and why do you believe?” Are you at a point in your faith journey where God is 

searching for you to come seek the joy or are you seeking the baby wrapped in 

rags? Who is God to you and why do you believe?  

 

I pray this year all we do as educators, as a church, as lifelong learners- we place 

God at the center focusing on that relationship.  

 

Peace,  

Kari Flatness  

Program Development Coordinator of Christian Education  



 

9 Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren St., Stoughton, WI 53589 

 Education News 

Second Saturday Movie Night  
Cinema Room  

January 13, 2020, 6:45 PM  
   

 
White Savior: Racism in the American Church  

 
The 2008 election of Barack Obama led many to believe we had 

entered a post-racial America, one in which the nation’s 
traumatic and painful history of racism had finally been erased. 
In the years since, it’s become increasingly clear that the deep 
roots of racism and white supremacy continue to run through 

our political, cultural, and religious institutions. 

Based on interviews and current research, the documentary 
film White Savior explores the historical relationship between 
racism and American Christianity, the ongoing segregation of 

the church in the US, and the complexities of racial 
reconciliation. 

Popcorn and drinks provided. Discussion to follow.  
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January Youth Events 

Jan 5: Sunday School 8:30 AM-9:30 AM 

Jan 8: Affirmation of Baptism Class 6:30 PM-8 PM  

Jan 12: Sunday School 8:30 AM-9:30 AM  

Jan 15: Affirmation of Baptism Class 6:30 PM-8 PM  

Jan 19: Sunday School 8:30 AM-9:30 AM  

Jan 22: Affirmation of Baptism Class and Service Project 6:30 PM-

8 PM  

Jan 26: Sunday School 8:30 AM-9:30 AM  

Jan 29: Youth Night 6:30 PM-8 PM  

 
 

Youth Nights 

Fellowship is an important part of community building. Our stu-

dents don’t always have time for this with everything else that they 

have going on. Starting this month, we will have a monthly night of 

fellowship for our Affirmation of Baptism and High School 

students to attend. Each Youth Night will have food, games, a 

short message, and time to just come together. January Youth 

Night will be 1/29/20 from 6:30- 8 PM. Save the date for Febru-

ary: 2/19/20. 

 

Post High School Students  

Have you or someone in your family graduated from high school in 
the last 5 years? We would love to stay in touch whether you are in 
college, trade school, military, working, etc. Please fill out a card in 

the Narthex and place it in the box. We would like to send you 
mailings and emails occasionally.  Fill out the form here: https://

forms.gle/wA49d3Jdwrynn2VS6  

https://forms.gle/wA49d3Jdwrynn2VS6
https://forms.gle/wA49d3Jdwrynn2VS6
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Sunday School Parents, We Need your Help! 

 

As we prepare for the second semester of Sunday School, we need 

your help in teaching the lessons! In the recent Parent Meeting, we 

discussed how we will need one adult from each family to sign up to 

lead a lesson. 

Sign-up here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/9040F4DAAA82BA7F58-sunday . 

Here is how it works: 

Wednesday or Thursday before you teach, Kari will send you a copy 

of the lesson. All materials and paper copies of the lesson will be 

ready come Sunday morning.  

For PreK-4: students will gather, hear the story for the day, and 

then be divided into groups (PreK, K-1, 2-4). Each group will do a dif-

ferent activity each week until all have completed the rotation. 

Groups do their activities. Gather back up at the end and kiddos head 

to church or home.  

For 5th and 6th Grade: students gather, do an opening activity, 

watch a video, bible study, a little project, and end in a closing ritual 

and prayer.  

Feel free to sit in on lessons if you wish to see how we do it!  

Without teachers, we can’t sustain this ministry. Sign-up Today! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040F4DAAA82BA7F58-sunday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040F4DAAA82BA7F58-sunday
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Join us starting January 8 for a 4-week 
small group discussion on race, racism and 
the church.  We will use a resources called 
"Dialogues on Race" designed to foster con-
versation around a topic that many find diffi-
cult to discuss. The session will use a video 
resource to focus our time together (books 
will be available to purchase, but the reading 
is optional).  Chris Melland will be our facili-
tator for the session, held in the Adult Educa-
tion room on the lower level.  Also, please 
feel welcome to invite a friend outside of our 
Covenant congregation who might find this 
session helpful.  All are welcome.  

DIALOGUES 
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Save the Date 

February 16, 2020  
5 PM-7 PM  

More Information to Come! 
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Acts 2: 42, 46-47a: “They devoted themselves to…teaching and fellowship…as they 

spent much time together…with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having 

the goodwill of all people…” 

Service Opportunities:  

January: In-gathering of material donations for GHM* and Project Linus blankets 

• White (only), gently used FLAT sheets for rolled bandages 

• Men’s large (used; no slogans) white undershirts for diapers for Newborn 

Kits 

• 1 ½ yard-lengths of anti-pill fleece for blankets for children in Madison 

treatment centers 

Marked containers in Covenant’s gathering space will receive your donations.  

February-March: Making items according to prescribed guidelines; work sessions 

TBD  

• making diapers and receiving blankets for Newborn Kits;  

• rolling bandages 

• tying fleece blankets for Project Linus:  in loving memory of and tribute to 

Samantha Lee Cannady (Sammy),  11/17/2009-7/30/2014 

April: Assembling/boxing of GHM kits for the offering at the Synod Assembly, 

May 2-3 

*GHM, Global Health Ministries is a ministry in partnership with Lutheran medi-

cal centers in 11 countries of Africa, Asia, and El Salvador.  Their motto is “helping 

the hands that heal.”  This agency has a two-pronged ministry: provision of donated 

medical supplies and technical support for and with its partners.  

For more information, phone Solveig Carlson, 608-576-1747 or send email 

(geosolv65@yahoo.com)  
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WE ARE 

CHURCH 

TOGETHER 

Message From Bishop Peter Rogness  

 About the Election of Our Next Bishop  
 
I am glad to be here, to be encountering many fine people doing faithful work in quite vary-
ing settings. My call is to assist in laying a strong foundation through this time of transition 
for the next chapter of this synod’s life. Much of that task is now laid before us in the adop-
tion of the Process that will lead us to the election of your next bishop in June.  
 
Town Hall Meetings to Take Place January and February, 2020  
 
The foundation begins to be laid by first naming where we are as a synod, and, from that, 
what kind of leadership skills we need to seek in the next person to serve as our bishop. 
This is fundamental to a good call process in any congregation, and just as fundamental 
for us as a synod.  
 
We encourage broad participation in this step. We will center on two descriptions: (a) this 
synod – its strengths and challenges, what makes it unique, what is it facing at this mo-
ment in history; and, from that snapshot, (b) the skills and characteristics that would serve 
us well in the person of the next bishop. That emerging “bishop profile” will be the lens 
through which further consideration of potential nominees will happen. I will have a team of 
scribes to gather the observations of all who attend. They will then condense what has 
emerged from those meetings into a profile of the synod, and a profile of the bishop we 
seek.  
 
We suggest that those who will ultimately be present to represent your congregation in the 
assembly that will vote for the next bishop would be logical attendees. But these meetings 
are not legislative, and any interested members of our congregations are welcome to 
come.   
 
On the next page is the schedule of Town Hall Meetings. No registration is necessary. Ide-
ally, we would like you to attend the conference in which your church is assigned. We hope 
to see you there.  
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South-Central Synod of Wisconsin 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

God’s work. Our hands. 

Date and Time Conferences Place 

Sunday, January 5 

2:00 p.m.  

NE Dane/N. Madison Beaver Dam  

Deans: Rev. Rob Kosky  

Rev. Robert Neubert  

Faith Lutheran  Columbus  

Host Pastor:  

Rev. Elizabeth Voigt  

Sunday, January 12 

2:00 p.m.  

Southeast Dane  

East Madison  

Deans: Rev. Holly Slater  

Rev. Beth Schultz Byrnes  

Hope Lutheran McFarland Host Pas-

tors:  Rev. Tim Dean & Rev. Kelli 

Schmit  

Saturday, January 18 

10:00 a.m.  

Central/West Madison; West Dane  

Dean:  

Rev. Emily Tveite, Rev. John Twiton  

St. James Lutheran  Verona  

Host Pastors:  

Rev. Kurt Billings Rev. Peter Narum  

Sunday, January 19 

2:00 p.m.  

S. Jefferson/Walworth, N. Rock; S. Rock 

Deans: Rev. Tom Dowling  

Rev. Matt Poock   

Rev. Jack Way  

Faith Lutheran  Janesville  

Host Pastor: Rev. Felix Malpica  

Saturday, February 1 

10:00 a.m.  

Iowa/Richland/Grant; W.Green/Grant/

Lafayette Deans: Rev. Michelle Elfers 

Rev. Rich McLeer  

Grace Lutheran   Dodgeville  

Host Pastor:  

Rev. Mark Williamson  

Sunday, February 9 

2:00 p.m.  

Sauk/Columbia Deans:  Rev. Fred Rilling 

Rev. Sally Williams  

St. John’s Lutheran  Prairie du Sac 

Host Pastors:   

Rev. Karen Hofstad   Rev. Mike Lee  

Please join us at any of these forums 

to give voice to conversations on the 

strengths and challenges of this 

synod and what we need in a bishop.  

Forums are approximately 90 

minutes in length.  Ask your pastor 

what    conference you are in, or call 

the  synod office at (608) 270-0201, 

or visit the synod website for a list.    

We hope to see you there.  

 

Ways to stay informed through-out 

the election process:  

 Synod Website:  www.scsw-elca.org 

 Like Us On Facebook 

South-Central Synod of Wisconsin 

 What Matters e-News Subscribe by 

emailing vickih@scsw-elca.org 

TOWN HALL FORUMS 

http://www.scsw-elca.org
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Covenant’s Book Club will meet Thursday, 
January 9, at 1:00 at Helga Cope’s home at 625 
Mellum Drive.  We will be discussing The Rabbit 
Effect:  Live Longer, Happier, and Healthier with 
the Groundbreaking Science of Kindness by Kelli 
Harding. 

The following is a short description of the book from amazon.com— 

“When Columbia University doctor Kelli Harding began her clinical 
practice, she never intended to explore the invisible factors behind our 
health.  But then there were the rabbits.  In 1978, a seemingly 
straightforward experiment designed to establish the relationship 
between high blood cholesterol and heart health in rabbits discovered 
that kindness—in the form of a particularly nurturing post-doc who pet 
and spoke to the lab rabbits as she fed them—made the difference 
between a heart attack and a healthy heart….As Dr. Kelli Harding reveals 
in this book, the rabbits were just the beginning of a much larger story.  
Groundbreaking new research shows that love, friendship, community, 
life’s purpose, and our environment can have a greater impact on our 
health than anything that happens in the doctor’s office.” 

The book club meets the second Thursday of the month from September 
to May at 1:00.  Meetings are sometimes held at church, at other times at 
a member’s home.  For more information, contact Linda Muller at 
lmsm@charter.net or 608-576-6374.   

All are welcome. 

Save the Date! February 9, 2020— 

9:30 am worship, Brass Knuckles Brass Quintet Band. 

Worship with Pizaaz! 



 

18 Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren St., Stoughton, WI 53589 

 Church Social  News 

Calling ALL WOMEN of Covenant for BREAKFAST 

Saturday, January 11, 8:00-9:30 a.m. in the 

Koinonia Room* 

Our food and friendship time will include a brief FaceTime 

visit with our sisters of Ascension in Dorado, Puerto Rico 

to mark Three Kings’ Day (Epiphany, January 6). 

Remembrances…Roundabouts…Resolution: discover how 

the Biblical story of the Wise Men may have application to 

our lives for 20/20 vision.  How far can we go with our 

G.P.S.?  

*Enter door by Columbarium to end of hallway. Bring food 
to share if you wish; beverages provided 

Men’s Breakfast 
Date: Saturday, 
January 11th 

Time:8:00—9:15am 
Location: Fellowship 
Hall 
Please bring a dish to 
pass.   

This event will 
continue bi-monthly on 2nd Saturdays.  
Questions?  Contact Stephen Peterson at 608-480-
0525 or stevep72@yahoo.com 

file:///C:/Office/Worship/Bulletins%202019/October/Oct%2019%2020/stevep72@yahoo.com
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 Church Social  News 

Covenant’s 2nd Annual Chili Cook-
Off - Calling all chili connoisseurs.  Be 
sure to mark the date for Covenant’s 2nd 
Annual Chili Cook-off.  Whether you 
participate as a contestant, and/or voter 
and eater, the more the merrier.  Here’s 
your chance to de-throne last year’s win-
ner, Gary Tarpinian.  See the sign-up on 
the bulletin board in the Narthex for 
more details. 

When: Sunday, February 9, 2020 
Where: Fellowship Hall 

Time: Immediately following worship service 
Why: Just because…we like to eat!! 

VALENTINE CRAFT NIGHT: JANUARY 31, 2020 

The annual Valentine Craft Night to make handmade 
Valentines will be held Friday, January 31, 2020 from 

6:30 to 8 PM in Fellowship Hall.  If you would like to participate in 
this event, please reserve your spot in advance on the sign-up 
sheet located on the narthex/gathering area bulletin board space. 
(Sign-up is required so we can plan for materials needed.)   

Age groups: Any (children must be accompanied by an adult)  

Fee: $1 per person 

Invite a friend or two!  Anyone is welcome to join in 
the activity (just please make sure to include all 
names on the sign-up sheet so we can plan for materi-
als). 

Please contact Denise Pigarelli at 608-576-5321 (text ok) if you 
have questions. 
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 Hospitality Update 

Hospitality Complements of Team January 

After many months of planning and working out the logistics including team 

members and team captains, Team January, will begin hosting hospitality start-

ing Sunday, January 12
th
.  Covenant members have always considered them-

selves to be “welcoming and friendly.”  What better way to keep our connec-

tions with our church family along with visitors and guests through fellowship 

following worship service. 

There are many ways in which everyone can help with hospitality.  It could 

simply be bringing a food item to share, or plugging in the coffee pot, so coffee 

is hot and ready to serve.  It might be pouring the juice or helping with clean-

up.  For those who are not able to join us for Sunday service, a simple prayer 

for the hospitality team could be offered.  Whatever way you can participate will 

be welcomed. 

Below are the Team January members.  You can expect to receive an e-mail 

soon regarding the January hospitality sign-up opportunities.  In the meantime, 

if you have any questions, feel free to contact Tamarine Westrand 

(westrand@att.net).  

Team January 

Ralph and Wilma Baumbauch 

The Berndt Family 

Shawn, Sarah, Charlie and Kaz 

Tom and Philayne Chose 

Duane Ellingson 

Robert and Karen Frey  

Mark Gauthier 

Marjorie Gerber 

Mike and Mary Grenie 

Gunder and Charl Hjortland 

The Kettner Family 

 Angie, Andrew and Jacob  

The Moede Family 

 Jill and Nicholas Larson  

Grethe Nelson 

Jean Nordlie 

The Olson Family 

Corey, Andrea, Ashley and Corrine 

The Hanson Family 

 Sam, Julie Purves-Hanson, Jack, 

Quinton, and Shelby 

Ervin Ring 

The Schmaling Family 

 Michael, Lorie, Clarie and Seth  

Kent and Judy Schroeder 

The Sproul Family 

David, Mindy, Brynn and Reece 

The Stout Family 

Lisa, Genevieve, and Harley 

The Sveum Family 

 Donovan, Sharon, Brandon and 

Nicholas  

Marcia Trentz 

Ann Marie Winecke  
Nancy Yaun 

mailto:westrand@att.net
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 January 2020 Worship Assistants 

SATURDAY SCHEDULE (5:30 p.m.) 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE (9:30 a.m.) - Greeters please arrive 9:00 am 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE (Sunday mornings at 

9:30 a.m.) Based on sign-up. Questions? 

Please talk to Kari Flatness if you have 

questions on the new procedure.  

Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren, Stoughton WI now celebrating 40 years! 

Roles 12-Jan 19-Jan 26-Jan 2-Feb 9-Feb 

Asst Minister Jeff Peterson Stephen V. Peterson Jean Sime Ingrid Thompson Stephen V. Peterson 

Lector Stephen V. Peterson Brent Roeder Oliver Pietruszynski James Seamonson Cynthia Seely 

Comm Asst Glenn Van Rossum Kristina Weber Logan Wevley Ann Marie Winecke Philayne Chose 

Comm Asst Greg Vodak Eve Wevley Tanner Wevley Samantha Austin William Cook 

Greeter Brandon Pietruszynski Julie Rice Brent Roeder Mackenzie Rogness Bill Schlough 

Greeter Jessica Reuter Malia Rippe Ruby Royston Mitch Rogness June Schlough 

Sound/Projection Alex Thiessen, Shae 
Pigarelli 

Judy Heil, Shae Pigarelli Judy Heil, Shae Pigarelli Judy Heil, Shae Pigarelli Judy Heil, Shae Pigarelli 

Usher Team Team Sime Team Heil Team Herbst Team Nissler Team Westrand 

Ushers Norm Sime Thomas Chose Evan Herbst Mike Eversoll Carole Schubring 

Ushers Verjean Sime Helga Cope Garrett Herbst Karl Nissler Greg Vodak 

Ushers Stephen V. Peterson Jack Cope Mark Herbst Larry E Olson Tamarine Westrand 

Ushers Mark Seamonson Judy Heil Caleb Herbst Thor Anderson Adam Dahlk 

Ushers  Kendall McBroom Jeff Peterson   

  Todd McBroom Loretta Cook-Hanson   

   William Cook   

Altar Guild and Communion Prep 

Roles 11-Jan 18-Jan 25-Jan 1-Feb 8-Feb 

Sound/Projection Shae Pigarelli Shae Pigarelli AlexPigarelli Shae Pigarelli Shae Pigarelli 

 Communion Prep  Altar Guild 

January 2020 Dave and Ann Nelson Amy Elvekrog and Erica Buss 

February 2020 Dan and Beth Dibbert  Mark Doering  

12-Jan 19-Jan 26-Jan 2-Feb 9-Feb 

Tanner Wevley Caleb Herbst Ashley Harbort Ruby Royston Kaia Maag 

Eve Wevley open Hanna Hanlon Reese Brekke Hanna Hanlon 
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 The Promise—January 2020 

 
The monthly newsletter of Covenant Lutheran Church—ELCA 

 
Covenant Lutheran Church—Pastor Sara Rabe 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
 

Phone: (608) 873-7494 
Email: covlutheran@covluth.org 
Website: www.covluth.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Like us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  
The next issue of “The Promise.” will be published in February 2020. The deadline for submitting 

items for the February newsletter is Friday, January 17.  
Please submit to covlutheran@covluth.org.  

Thank you!  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Saturday: 5:30 pm Worship with Holy Communion 
Sunday:  9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 
      8:30 am Sunday School 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Covenant Lutheran Church 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 

mailto:covlutheran@gmail.com
http://covluth.org/
https://www.facebook.com/covluth.org/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/covlutheran/
https://twitter.com/CovenantLuther1
mailto:covlutheran@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/CovenantLuther1
https://www.facebook.com/covluth.org/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/covlutheran/

