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THE DEER’S CRY by Maren Taribassi 
We arise today 
Through God’s shelter to steady us — 
God’s hope to lead us, God’s wisdom calm us, 
God’s eye to find the smallest home from school, 
God’s ear to hear the oldest afraid to go out, 
God’s word in our prayers, 
God’s hands in our washing, 
God’s way in our cancelling, 
God’s shield in our quarantine, 
God’s saints to remind us, long ago and now, 
when we are alone or among others. 
Christ hear our cry, like the cry of the deer today 
against the passage of this illness. 
Christ be with each of us 
that we may become a community. 
Christ before us when we are tempted to hoard, 
Christ behind all who seek a vaccine, 
Christ in those who care for the sick, 
Christ beneath those who have lost their work, 
Christ above those who are grieving. 
Christ in China, Christ in Italy, 
Christ in Iran, Christ in South Korea, 
Christ in Washington, New York, California. 
Christ across all the globe 
and Christ in every neighborhood. 
Christ on the right hand of loss, 
Christ on the left hand of recovery. 
Christ in the heart of everyone filled with fear, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks comfort, 
Christ in the eyes that notice a need for help, 
Christ in the ear that listens to a neighbor. 
We arise today through a mighty strength 
to live as God’s people in a time of pandemic. 

  



Scripture Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24 
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is God’s hope for you in Christ Jesus. 23 May the God of peace will 
sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and 
whole at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is 
faithful, and will do this. 

 
Explanation of the Reading: Paul's writing of this epistle is overflowing with 
encouragement. The passage features (vv. 16-22), a blessing (v. 23) and 
concluding words of assurance about the one who will make the blessing a reality 
(v. 24). 
 
Paul encourages the Thessalonians to nurture Christian life through mutual care 
and cooperation. In verses 16-22, he focuses on faithfulness that is marked by a 
worshipful attitude (vv. 16-18), affirming the work of the Spirit (vv. 19-20) and 
discerning good from evil (vv. 21-22).  
 
"Rejoice" (v. 16), "pray" (v. 17) and "give thanks" (v. 18) are acts of devotion that 
are associated with "the will of God in Jesus Christ" (v. 18). Underscoring the 
importance of these activities with which Paul anticipates they will be put into 
practice -- "always" (v. 16), "without ceasing" (v. 17) and "in all circumstances" (v. 
18). 

Of further importance to the blessing is the phrase "kept sound" or "kept 
complete." God blesses by both building us up from within and protecting us from 
the outside. It is Paul's abiding prayer that the Thessalonians will experience being 
so fully blessed as God sanctifies and looks out for them. 
 
The blessing in verse 23 is an act of trust that is reinforced by the concluding 
words of assurance in verse 24: "The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do 
this." Our faith is in the one who already has been, is and will be faithful to us. 
Paul's profound hope for the Thessalonians will come to fruition because God will 
make it happen. 

  



Reflection questions:  

What are your greatest fears at this time? 

What do you think is God’s greatest hope for you and those you love, and the 
ones God loves? 

What does it mean to know that God steadfast love is faithful, never-ending and 
in all circumstances?  

Lord of All Hopefulness Hymn:  

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all 
joy, 

whose trust, ever child-like, no cares 
could destroy: 

be there at our waking, and give us, 
we pray, 

your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the 
break of the day. 

 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all 
faith, 

whose strong hands were skilled at 
the plane and the lathe: 

be there at our labors, and give us, we 
pray, 

your strength in our hearts, Lord, at 
the noon of the day. 

 

 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all 
grace, 

your hands swift to welcome, your 
arms to embrace: 

be there at our homing, and give us, 
we pray, 

your love in our hearts, Lord, at the 
eve of the day. 

 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all 
calm, 

whose voice is contentment, whose 
presence is balm: 

be there at our sleeping, and give us, 
we pray, 

your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the 
end of the day. 

 

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953 

  



Concluding Prayer: 

God of all ages, you stir within us and replicated the cells of healing to combat 
our uncertainty of life as we know right now.   Your wisdom is the armor which 
will shield us from being naive.  As we gather in small intimate ways with you 
loving God, we pray for those we love that are distanced from us.  We pray for 
our friends who we long to see. We pray for our church friends and our co-
workers.  All those that give us the energy of life.  Our prayers go out to those 
who are ill and struggling.  Protect with safety those who work in the healthcare 
profession.  For hospitals and clinics.  For grocery store employees, teachers, 
delivery drivers, garbage truck drivers, all those who still must labor for the 
welfare of all.                 We need them and we appreciate them. God keep them 
safe. We lift the names of those who are closest on our hearts this day….. 

And assure us of your great mercy, held in your care that we are never 
abandoned from you,  

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into a time of trial, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory for ever and ever 
Amen. 

 

May God’s peace be with you, until we meet again. 
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