The Promise
The People of Covenant are called to:
Gather, Grow and Go Serve…With God’s Love!
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4:00pm Online-

Thanksgiving
Service
Live Community
service found on
Covenant YouTube
channel
Join us online at 4:00 Christmas Eve for a live service.
If you are unable to tune in at 4:00 the service will be
available anytime on the Covenant YouTube site.
Please prepare for the service by having your own elements of Bread and Wine/Juice. Also, please have a
candle ready for the candle lighting part of the service.
1

Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren St., Stoughton, WI 53589

Message from Pastor Sara
Advent is a word that means “coming” or “visit”. In the Christian season of Advent, we prepare for the “advent” of Christ at Christmas. Our preparation includes many things:
• We remember Israel’s hope for the coming of God’s Messiah to bring hope,
peace, and new life of love.
• We prepare to welcome Christ at Christmas into our world . . . and into our
hearts.
As we prepare, we meditate with these ancient words upon our hearts as the Advent of Christ was the preparation of long, long ago.
Deuteronomy 18:15-19
The LORD your God will raise for you a prophet like me from among you, from
your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him. For this is what you asked of the
LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, “Let us not
hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will
die.” The LORD said to me: “What they say is good. I will raise for them a
prophet like you from among their fellow Israelites, and I will put my words in
his mouth. He will tell them everything I command him. I myself will call to account anyone who does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my
name.
Psalm 89:1-4
I will sing of the LORD’s great love forever; with my mouth, I will make your
faithfulness known through all generations. I will declare that your love stands
firm forever, that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself. You
said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my
servant, ‘I will establish your line forever and make your throne firm through all
generations.’ ”
Zechariah 6:12-13
Tell him this is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Here is the man whose name is
the Branch, and he will branch out from his place and build the temple of the
LORD. It is he who will build the temple of the LORD, and he will be clothed
with majesty and will sit and rule on his throne. And he will be a priest on his
throne. And there will be harmony between the two.’

We will discover new meanings of Christmas as we open and embrace the birth
of Christ this year. The world has been shaken, Christ enters in to give light.
Blessings on your Advent journey, and Merry Christmas with Christ in your
heart.
God Bless you all,
Pastor Sara Rabe
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Soul Troop

SOUL TROOP is on an ADVENTure!
It’s a NEW YEAR for the Christian church:
a season of waiting and getting ready for a
special birthday. Four weeks before Jesus’
birthday, we mark the season of ADVENT. It
is more than putting up the Christmas tree,
decorating the house and baking cookies, though those are all
good things too. This year SOUL TROOP is invited to use a
special tool called the JESSE TREE to journey through the
count-down days to Christmas, tracing Jesus “family tree”
The JESSE TREE booklet arriving in the mail for each SOUL
TROOP household has a colorful symbol, some Bible verses,
brief story and prayer. These very brief readings, designed for
elementary children, can be used at bedtime, following dinner or
at another best time chosen by the family.

If other Covenant individuals or families wish to join SOUL
TROOP, you can access age-appropriate materials to download
at www.rca.org/jessetree. Check it out for yourselves and
discover a new ADVENTure this December 2020.
REMEMBER to save your coins for a birthday present for
Baby Jesus. Giving to kids and their families in Zimbabwe is
like giving to Jesus. Send your gift by December 20 to
Covenant, designated ELCA GOOD GIFTS.
COME LORD JESUS HEAVENLY KING.
LOVE PEACE JOY TO OUR LIVES BRING!
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Confirmation

Greetings siblings in Christ,
The winds of November always accompany shifts in our routine. This
year, the seasonally appropriate cold and early dark had been met
with chilling news of the pandemic that we are all sick of hearing
about. And these changes are felt in our confirmation program as
well.
Our dozen students met on a warm, windy day early in the month
and learned about the Holy Spirit, and what the wind and the breath
have in common. A heavier shift occurred when we had to shift our
late November meeting to the Zoom platform, where we began to
discuss the nature of evil and the elements of the Apostle's Creed.
Our students are accustomed to being in online meetings, and I am
the one who took the news most poorly. We wanted to meet in person as much and as long as we could, to capitalize on our strengths
and the social/emotional growth that comes from being together. Perhaps you have had the opportunity to notice that adolescents
tend to be very good at NON-verbal communication.
We are all challenged to revisit the foundations of our Affirmation of
Baptism education program. These foundations include learning
through storytelling, exploring our personal faith journey, and developing relationships among our students, and between our students
and our congregation.
Sharing stories and learning about the Apostle's Creed can be
achieved by remote meetings. It is a little harder to develop relationships virtually.
In December, we plan to have a two-part watch party to enjoy the
PBS documentary, Martin Luther: The Reformation and the Nation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fp77mcJKsIk
It's become a cliche this year that we have to adjust our expectations, and let go of circumstances beyond our control. We are learning more lessons about developing and sharing grace and patience. I
thank you for remembering our students in your prayers and lifting
up our journey as a class.
Kind regards, yours in Christ always, submitted by Kathy Andrusz
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Memorials

For Wilma Baumbach,
given by
Gary Baumbach &
Marlene LaChine
For Bill Storm,
given by
Linda L. Harrison,
Kay Storm
For Dorothy Seamonson,
given by
Teresa Seamonson
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Stewardship

God’s Blessings, Our Response:
2021 Stewardship campaign Progress Report
Our 2021 Stewardship campaign is now concluded. A heartfelt thank you to
all who participated and made pledges! We are pleased to report that 79
households made pledges totaling $146,091.00.
Your pledges ensure Covenant’s continued financial stability and provide a
framework for creating the congregation’s budget for next year.
We realize that 2020 has been a year filled with extraordinary challenges and
that many have not been able to make a commitment of financial support. We
give thanks for our many members who have made and will make unpledged
contributions as they represent a significant portion of total giving.
For those who are waiting until their financial situation improves, or for those
who have simply overlooked making a pledge, know that your pledge of financial support is always welcome, regardless of the time of year.
A special thank you to everyone who shared their personal stories and smiling
faces through the short post-worship videos! If you missed any of them,
they’re still available on YouTube.
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MONEY MATTERS...REPORTING ON COVENANT’S FINANCES
Covenant continues to serve our members and the broader community thanks to the support of
many. The table below summarizes OCTOBER and Year-to-Date (YTD) finances:
ITEM
Contributed income

OCTOBER
2020
ACTUAL
$18,189.05

OCTOBER Year-to-date
2019
(YTD)
ACTUAL
ACTUAL
$18,235.00 $189,143.78

YTD Budget

YTD 2019
ACTUAL

$216,645.84 $213,784.76

Other income
TOTAL INCOME
Partnerships

$139.42
$18,328.47
$1,818.84

$4,331.38
$22,566.38
$1,823.50

$14,615.69
$203,759.47
$19,036.28

$49,966.66
$20,613.59
$266,612.50 $234,398.35
$22,581.25
$21,385.52

Salaries & Benefits
Program Ministry
Education
Stewardship

$10,280.82
$1,513.78
$124.63
0

$14,900.10
$1,824.40
0
0

$125,555.06
$8,177.07
$856.77
$547.86

$181,786.66 $147,893.57
$10,333.32
$4,316.03
$208.34
$129.79
$833.34
$520.94

0

$71.84

$215.71

$449.49
$2,468.47
$16,656.03

$647.60
$3,884.06
$23,151.50

$5,622.10
$31,218.56
$191,229.41

$1,672.44

($585.12)

$12,530.06

Social Ministry
Worship and Music
Building Operations
TOTAL EXPENSES
Surplus/(Deficit)

0

$71.84

$5,062.50
$4,798.40
$45,416.66
$60,902/06
$266,222.07 $240,018.15
$390.43

($5,619.80)

INCOME: CONTRIBUTED INCOME for October increased $188.00 compared to October 2019
while OTHER INCOME decreased; I failed to transfer funds from DEDICATED ACCOUNT to cover education expenses so that will be made up in November. YTD Actual is in line with YTD Budget even when discounting Covenant Lutheran Endowment Foundation support budgeted for Director of Youth and Family/Christian Education.
EXPENSES: Monthly EXPENSES of $16,656.03 are well below monthly budget of $26,622.21
which included $3,588.33 for Dir of Youth & Family/Christina Ed. STAFF AND PASTORS expenses are nearly $7,000.00 below budget for the month. YTD actual expenses are well below YTD
budget even when budget it is discounted by $32,295.01 allocated for Dir of Youth & Family/
Christina Ed. STAFF AND PASTORS expenses are below budget, primarily because Dir of Youth
& Family/Christian Ed was vacant until recently.
BOTTOM LINE: October Actual has $1,672.44 surplus; YTD Actual has surplus of $12,530.06.
Sharing blessings: Every month Covenant passes along 10% of contributed income to our mission partners. In OCTOBER we shared funds with South-Central Synod of Wisconsin and
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) as well as ELCA World Hunger, Dane
County Jail Ministry, and Affordable Transportation Program (Stoughton).
Ending and Beginning: November 22 marked the last Sunday in a church year; on November 29
we began a new church year with the season of Advent. Advent’s seasonal color is blue, a color
symbolizing hope and expectation. I pray that the ministry of Covenant provides hope and encouragement for many in life’s journey as we face an unknown future. I trust God will sustain and
strengthen us for God is always with us. I expect God will bless Covenant’s ministries so we can
bless others as we’ve been blessed. I thank God that you bless others in your daily living and in
and through Covenant. Hopeful Advent—Jesus comes always!
Submitted by George Carlson, treasurer
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Health Topics
December 2020 topic:

Advent Hygge (“HOO guh”)

Dearest Covenant family,
I’m guessing you might be thinking I’m a bit ‘off my rocker’
by writing about hygge as a health topic. Stick with me—
I’ll explain.

What is hygge?
• It’s a term used in Denmark and Norway which encompasses the
culture and mindset of ‘coziness’ linked with feelings of being content
and well.
NOW I bet you see the connection between hygge and health/mental health!
During Advent this year, consider how you can incorporate hygge into daily
life. Hygge can help us cope with current life restrictions/issues AND help
prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate Christ’s birth. Here are hygge
suggestions to try:
• Make a list of 3 things each day for which you are thankful
• Linger over a cup of coffee or tea while looking out the window and
truly noticing the outside world (Do you see birds? Clouds in the sky?
Grass or branches moving in the wind?)
• Snuggle up in a favorite blanket while reading
• Light a candle and keep it close while you do typical daily activities
such as washing dishes or reading a devotion
• Combine the above blanket and candle ideas while you read (and reread!) these Bible passages:
□ Isaiah 9:6
□ Matthew 1:18-24, 2:1-12
□ Luke 2:1-20
Finally, a loving reminder from me: if you haven’t already done so, MASK
UP and GO get your flu vaccine!
In faith and health, Denise Pigarelli
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Blood Drive

Covenant Lutheran Church
You Made a difference
Your blood drive with the Red Cross truly made a difference! Your
team:
• registered 30 total donors
• collected 31 pints of blood
•

29 whole blood and 2 power reds

• Your drive could help up to 93 people!
Your efforts have helped boost the community blood supply and
ensure hospital patients have the lifesaving blood they need.
The American Red Cross is so grateful to all our partners
that continue to stand with us through the evolution of the
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19). Hundreds of thousands
of donors and blood drive hosts have responded to the call to
support the lifesaving mission and we can't thank you enough!
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Solar Array News—Property Committee
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Solar Array News—Property Committee
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Solar Array News—Property Committee
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Solar Array News—Property Committee

If you want to see the power being generated by the Solar Array you can go to the
web site set up for the Church by the installers. The charts shown above were
taken from activity the first day. The system has been up and running for a while
now so there is a lot more information posted and we’ve made up for the equivalent of a lot more trees planted.
We all can monitor the power being generated by the Array by connecting to the
following public link:
https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/p/site/public?
name=CovenantLutheran#/dashboard
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Social Justice News

Race: The Power of an Illusion is a three-part documentary that
helps us understand the history of racialization in America and how
racial categories came about. It is available free at https://
mem.intervarsity.org/resources/race-power-illusion-documentary.
Viewing the documentary will provide you an opportunity to examine
your beliefs about race and racism.
Each episode is approximately 58 minutes in length. Episode One examines genetics and a common assumption that humans can be bundled into three or four fundamentally different groups according to
physical traits. Episode Two tells how race served to rationalize, even
justify, American social inequalities as ‘natural.’ Episode Three reveals how our social institutions have disproportionately channeled
resources, power, status, and wealth to white people.
Even though this series was released in 2003, it provides relevant indepth background on race and racism in today’s culture. It continues
to be one of the most used documentaries ever in formal and nonformal education in the US. Check it out.
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Covenant News

Virtual Christmas Card to Covenant
Sunday December 27, 2020
Carols and Readings recorded by our Covenant
Lutheran members.
A Christmas Card greeting to our congregation
WOMEN OF COVENANT
Gather together in faith and friendship
Advent Virtual Coffee
To share our JOY as we ready our hearts
To celebrate the arrival of the LIGHT OF THE
WORLD!
“The world waits for a miracle…
the heart longs for a little bit of hope…
Oh come, Emmanuel…”
Snuggle into your own cozy space with your
favorite Coffee or tea and zoom together to share in
an Advent message
Saturday morning, Dec 12 @ 8:30 AM (45
mins)
Share a treasured holiday tradition or a treasured
holiday memory!
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Covenant News

Donations of Christmas cards needed
Blank Christmas cards, with or without envelopes,
for encouraging kids to write to nursing homes and
shut ins. Contact Kathy at
my9oodness@gmail.com to arrange for donation
pickup or for questions. Thank you!
Building Use and sign in Form—New Procedure
If you wish to use the church for any reason, please note
that you must fill out and send in this form! The form
contains important guidelines for using the building in
this time of Covid.
Face masks are required at all times that you are in the
building.
Also sign in on the visitor log that is placed at the entrances of the church (main, Columbarium and Fellowship Hall entrances).
The visitor log will allow us to contact trace those that
may have been exposed, and also let us know what
rooms you use for sanitizing purposes. Fill in the form
and send it to covlutheran@covluth.org once it’s complete. Thank you!
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Thank Yous
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Thank Yous
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The Promise—December 2020
The monthly newsletter of Covenant Lutheran Church—ELCA
Covenant Lutheran Church—Pastor Sara Rabe
1525 N. Van Buren St.
Stoughton, WI 53589
Phone: (608) 873-7494
Email: covlutheran@covluth.org
Website: www.covluth.org

Like us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

The next issue of “The Promise” will be published in January 2021. The deadline for submitting items for the January newsletter is Tuesday, December 29.
Please submit to form here or to covlutheran@covluth.org.
Thank you!

Covenant Lutheran Church
1525 N. Van Buren St.
Stoughton, WI 53589
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