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Easter Worship: Livestream Youtube worship. 
9:30am  

https://youtu.be/kZc_3dBCTpE  

Maundy Thursday: Livestream Youtube 
worship. 7pm https://youtu.be/
sIHdrKS8VvE 

https://youtu.be/kZc_3dBCTpE
https://youtu.be/sIHdrKS8VvE
https://youtu.be/sIHdrKS8VvE
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 Message from Pastor Sara 

Easter always falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon 

following the spring equinox. “Easter” seems to go back to the name 

of a pre-Christian goddess in England, Eostre, who was celebrated 

at beginning of spring and fertility. The only reference to this 

goddess comes from the writings of the Venerable Bede, a British 

monk who lived in the late seventh and early eighth century.  

Christians observed the day of the Crucifixion on the same day that 

Jews celebrated the Passover offering—that is, on the 14th day of 

the first full moon of spring.  The Resurrection, then, was observed 

two days later, on 16 Nisan, regardless of the day of the week. In the 

West the Resurrection of Jesus was celebrated on the first day of 

the week, Sunday, when Jesus had risen from the dead. 

Consequently, Easter was always celebrated on the first Sunday. 

The Council of Nicaea in 325 decreed that Easter should be 

observed on the first Sunday following the first full moon after the 

spring equinox. Easter, therefore, can fall on any Sunday between 

March 22 and April 25.  What was the council of Nicaea?  In 325 

A.D., the Roman emperor, Constantine, called a council in the city of 

Nicea. The council brought together bishops from all over 

Christendom in order to resolve some divisive issues and ensure the 

continued unity of the church.  

What remains central to our Christian faith in Easter is new life 

arises out of hopeless, unsurprising circumstances and that God is 

working to bring about a new life in which all will know God’s son.  

Christ is Risen! 

Happy Easter Tidings 

 

Pastor Sara 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Passover
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Sunday-day-of-week
https://www.britannica.com/event/First-Council-of-Nicaea-325
https://www.britannica.com/science/equinox-astronomy
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 Message from Council President 

April showers bring May flowers!  Spring has arrived, new growth has begun 

and Covenant has three new elected council members.  Current council 

members include Stephen Peterson (President), Brittany Rusch (Vice-

President), Catherine Quint, and Jessica Diebold.  George Carlson is 

Covenant’s treasurer. 

On March 28
th
 seven 8

th
 graders were confirmed. An outdoor in-person event 

was held February 28
th
 with about ten young children attending.  They built 

snowmen, colored the snow, played hula hoop games, and played with a 

parachute.  It was great to see some of the kids again! 

Property team is remodeling the conference room by adding new furniture, 

new tables new lighting, and are installing a new tablet with an Owl device 

which will allow users to access a Zoom meeting with the push of a button.  

The hope is this technology will be available for several meetings a month 

amongst the various teams besides just council.  Members of various teams 

who wish to stay at home during their meetings could be able to do so and log 

in to the Zoom meeting provided by whoever is running the meeting. 

Have you filled out the return to worship survey? Council sent out an email to 

members last week regarding a return to worship format provided by the Covid 

Taskforce.  If you did not receive that email and wish to fill out the survey, 

contact one of the council members or the church office.  Don’t worry, those of 

you who do not wish to return to worship in-person the services will be live 

streamed weekly, much thanks to some of the newer technology installed in 

the sanctuary that allows us to live stream over YouTube.  

Click here —>to access the survey. 

Would you like to serve on council? Covenant is currently looking for members 

who would like to serve on council. Meetings take place the third Tuesday of 

every month except for July at 6:30 PM and are typically about an hour and a 

half long. 

Do you like to work with finances and have always wondered where 
Covenant’s money goes to each month?  Covenant will be looking for a new 
Treasurer effective in June.  No experience necessary and training can be 
provided. 

Stephen Peterson, Council President 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRMLnD_fShHM7QYIQko2uYfIOgHM4AC4aoAomoooY2yO4weA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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 Congregational  Life 

AN OLD TRADITION, STILL IN PRACTICE TODAY 

 Dating back to the fourth and fifth centuries of the church, followers of Jesus created rituals and 
disciplines to help them be faithful to Jesus’ call to FOLLOW. In the sixteenth century, the 14 STATIONS 
OF THE CROSS were officially entitled “via dolorosa”, or way of the cross. This practice is still used 
within the Roman Catholic church with statuary and/or special markers for personal pilgrimage and medi-
tation. 

 For the first time at Covenant, a new feature is offered during Holy Week for personal meditation 
on Good Friday or Holy Saturday: a single STATION of the CROSS.  Near the front entrance to Covenant, 
you will find a cross with a hand-crafted figure of Jesus (crucifix).  Come anytime on Good Friday or on 
Holy Saturday.  

You’re invited to PAUSE at the FOOT of the CROSS for a time of 

•REFLECTION of God’s gifts given you for life’s journey 

•REMEMBRANCE of Jesus’ body broken and blood shed for you, God’s beloved child 

•REPENTANCE of willfulness and self-centeredness 

 
Here penitence is interrupted with lavish gifts of grace and mercy by a gracious God! 

In a nearby tote, you will find a simple card with resources for your PAUSE at the station and/or to be tak-
en home for further meditation.  Remove the attached red piece and tie it onto the outstretched arms of Je-
sus, as a reminder of “blood shed for YOU.”  

Blessings on your moments of quiet reflection at the FOOT of the CROSS! THANKS be to GOD! 

CELEBRATING and REMEMBERING in PRAYER  

Celebrating the joys of springtime and the gifts of each other, we hold in prayer these Covenant 

members during April. May blessings abound for all of us! 

 Dennis/Sherri Bratz Bruce Hanson 

 Aly Bratz Curt/Lori Hedman 

 Dennis/Renee Bremer Joan Hjortland 

 Jim/June Bunting Robert/Dianne Jensen 

 Marilyn Burrington Pat Johnson 

 Kevin/Jennifer Cannady, Jackson Mike/Charlene Malueg 

 Jack/Helga Cope David/Ann Nelson 

 Lois Dahl Jan Pellmann 

 Bob/Kirsten Davis Judy Roy 

 Mike/Michelle Eversoll Steve/Susie Swenson 

 Mark/Linda Everson Ken/Cindy Veum  

 Joseph/Sara Frey, Emmeline and Olivia Richard Wilberg 

 Samantha Gjermo, Oliver and Parker 
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 Education 

Reflections about the 2020-21 year of Affirmation of Baptism 
program will have to wait until May's Promise, but without delay: 
 
 
Introducing the following seven new Confirmed members of Cov-
enant Lutheran Church.  They are all energetic, strong and inter-
esting young people who are worth meeting and getting to 
know.  Their faith essays were honest in depicting their struggles 
with the abstract concepts of God's Word and the Holy Spirit as 
well as the role of church participation in their lives. 

Alejandro Jonathan Melchor Jude Andru Surrell 

Alexander Matthew Thiessen Ethan Loehr Strandlie 

Isaac Maxwell Ringen Samantha Alexis Weber 

Andrew James Reuter  
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 Education 

SOUL TROOP, Keeping HOPE alive! 

In a newly-discovered children’s book, LITTLE MOLE FINDS HOPE, 
I’ve come to appreciate this usually-troublesome rodent’s search for 
meaning and hope!  “Little Mole” is feeling sad in his burrow.  We are 
a lot like him after these months of being kept from seeing classmates, 
extended family and dear friends. We are eager to discover returning to 
favorite places to eat, to visit, and for activities with others without 
masks. 

Little Mole’s mother invites him toward new discoveries where HOPE 
shows its face!  Sprouting from the cold earth and reaching toward the 
light and warmth of the sun is NEW GROWTH. Soon the green stems 
will have flowers. The bare branches of young and old trees are break-
ing forth with tiny buds to become leaves. In most unlikely places, 
some winged creatures are building new places to start their fami-
lies.  And small dry-looking “bundles” attached to low-undergrowth 
will break open with colorful winged creatures. Each discovery is an 
ALLELUIA moment….a HIP-HIP-HOORAY….a YIPPEE! What an 
AWESOME God!   

During your April days, look for signs of hope:  count the number of 
robins…look for new growth of grass, flowers, trees…look for nest-
building …for “gauzy wrapped bundles” that will become butterflies. 
Maybe you or your parent can take photos of these signs of HOPE. In 
the moment, or at home you can celebrate a YIPPEE!  And remember, 
EVERYDAY is an ALLELUIA! 

Following Easter, SOUL TROOP will resume with stories and discov-
eries for April 11 and 18. On  April 25, SOUL TROOP 
“pods” (households) will mark the end of the year with a special CEL-
EBRATION! Plans are to have an in-person gathering, hopefully, to in-
clude the whole Covenant family. Details TBD. 

REMEMBER:   GOD LOVES YOU…AND ALWAYS WILL! 
Jesus, the greatest sign of Hope, lives in our hearts. 
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 MONEY MATTERS...REPORTING ON COVENANT’S FINANCES 

Covenant continues to serve our members and the broader community thanks to the support 
of many.  The table below summarizes FEBUARY and Year-to-Date (YTD) finances:  

 
INCOME: CONTRIBUTED INCOME total increased $3.035.00 over February 2020 and OTH-
ER INCOME increased $746.46 so TOTAL INCOME for February is $3,649.19 more than 
February 2020.  

EXPENSES: FEBUARY TOTAL EXPENSE at $19,912.42 is below monthly budget of 
$24,827.46 and below February 2020 expenses of $23,297.60. MISSION PARTNERS Totals 
shares 10% of CONTRIBUTED INCOME; in February Covenant supported shared South-
Central Synod of WI-ELCA, Ascension Lutheran Church, Dorado, Puerto Rico, Lutheran So-
cial Services and Lutheran Campus Ministry. Snow plowing drove up OCCUPANY Total.  

BOTTOM LINE: INCOME-EXPENSE shows a surplus of $6,652.61 for FEBUARY thanks to 
generous contributions and careful spending. Our General Fund had a very healthy balance of 
$71,623.01 at the end of FEBRUARY. 

OPTIONS FOR CONTRIBUTING: We members and friends of Covenant can financially sup-
port our ministry by contributing in one of three ways: (1) giving by check through the mail, (2) 
giving through your financial institution using bill pay, or (3) giving online through Vanco on 
our website. Check out Covenant’s website, https://covluth.org/, and click on DONATE NOW 
to see the new design that gives several options for giving online. 

PERSONAL NOTE: Solveig and I are now full vaccinated. With the pandemic Solveig and I 
have not been able to spend time with our families in the Upper Peninsula of MI and in Van-
couver, BC, Canada. We long to see them and spend time with them. To have freedom and 
spontaneity to do that, I submitted my resignation as treasurer to Congregation Council effec-
tive June 16, 2021. I have learned a lot about Covenant’s finances. I encourage anyone inter-
ested to consider serving. I welcome you to contact me to learn about the tasks involved.   

Submitted by George Carlson, treasurer (608-756-4916 or georgegccarlson@outlook.com) 

ITEM FEB 2021 
ACTUAL 

FEB 2020 
ACTUAL 

YTD ACTU-
AL 

YTD 
BUDGET 

YTD 2020 
ACTUAL 

Contributed Income 24,600.00 21,565.00 37,305.00 41,66.70 44,266.00 

Misc Benevolence 0 0 0 133.30 0 

Other Income 1,965.03 1,218.57 3,385.09 6,771.00 6,494.87 

TOTAL INCOME 26,565.03 22,915.82 40,695.09 49,654.40 51,142.12 

Mission Partners 2,439.00 2,166.84 3,729.00 4,274.90 4,461.84 

Staff 12,153.58 16,002.16 23,300.97 29,668.78 40,026.23 

Education 0 0 0 1,016.70 140.94 

Stewardship 0 0 0 116.70 42.75 

Congregational Life 0 30.13 0 125.10 30.13 

Social Action 0 0 150.00 333.40 0 

Worship & Music 0 1,430.23 259.95 1,195.80 1,757.81 

Office Administration 1,433.81 3,239.26 3,396.67 4,033.40 5,048.42 

Occupancy 3,876.03 409.11 5,726.90 8,889.82 6,013.46 

TOTAL EXPENSE 19,912.42 23,297.60 36,563.49 49,654.60 57,521.58 

INCOME--EXPENSE 6,652.61 -381.78 4,131.60 -0.20 -6,379.46 

https://covluth.org/
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 Memorials  

For Maureen Rand, given by 
Philayne & Tom Chose 

For Jane Anderson, given 
by 

Judith M Anderson  
  

COTTAGE GROVE- Frances L. Martin-Dahlk, age 82, of Stough-
ton, passed away on Friday, March 5, 2021, at Drumlin Reserve 
Memory Care. She was born on Aug. 4, 1938, in Winfield, Kan., 
the daughter of Arthur and Thelma (Nixon) Vaughn. Frances grad-
uated from Southwestern College in Winfield and received a B.A. 
in Education. She moved to Wisconsin in 1960 and taught in ele-
mentary schools in Stoughton for 32 years. Frances married David 

Dahlk on Aug. 9, 1986, in Stoughton. 
 
Frances was a senior choir director at Methodist Church for 18 years in 
Stoughton. She enjoyed singing and was a member of the Philharmonic Choir 
of Madison for several years. Frances also volunteered with the American Can-
cer Society in the Reach to Recovery program for over 20 years and was a 
member of the New Century Club. She was a member of Covenant Lutheran 
Church in Stoughton where she was a Worship Community Chair, and Com-
munion Prep for several years. Frances loved gardening, knitting, traveling and 
time spent with family and friends. 
 
Frances is survived by her sons, Jeff (JoEl) Martin and Greg Martin; stepsons, 
Eric Dahlk and Stephen (Paula) Dahlk; 10 grandchildren; sister-in-law, Debbie 
Vaughn; and other family and friends. She was preceded in death by her par-
ents; husband David; and in-laws, Ruth and Myrl Martin and Dorothy and El-
don Dahlk. 
 
Memorials may be made to American Cancer Society. Online condolences 
may be made at www.gundersonfh.com. 
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 Health Topics 
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 Blood Drive 



 

12 Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren St., Stoughton, WI 53589 

 Foundation Scholarships 

Covenant Lutheran Endowment 
Foundation, Inc.  
Scholarship applications for the 
2021-2022 school year are due 
April 1, 2021. 

Click Here →Scholarship Brochure 
for the brochure. 

Applications are available online at: 
http://tinyurl.com/Foundation-
Scholarship  

There are also copies of the applica-
tion in the blue bin outside the main 
entrance to the church. For ques-
tions, contact Beth Hilgendorf, 608-
279-1656, or email: Bookkeep-
er.CovenantFoundation@gmail.com 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uIYZMcuW8CpaDvK9Rz6TX-7Pk7uaJXFP/view?usp=sharing
http://tinyurl.com/Foundation-Scholarship
http://tinyurl.com/Foundation-Scholarship
mailto:Bookkeeper.CovenantFoundation@gmail.com
mailto:Bookkeeper.CovenantFoundation@gmail.com
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 Solar Array News—Property Committee 

We are really starting to produce impressive amounts of power from the 

Solar Array now.  In March, the Solar Array set a new record for power 

production of 548 kilowatt hours, for a single day, on March 20
th
!   The total 

amount of power produced in March will be over 9 megawatt hours which is 

very close to the total amount of power normally used by the Church in a 

single month.  Longer and sunny days along with a higher angle of the sun 

continue to make a big difference as we move toward summer.   We have 

saved over 19 tons of CO2 emissions and the equivalent of 288 trees 

planted since the system was fully activated.  

We have a public web site you can access to see how the array is doing 

whenever you want.  The link is:  

https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/p/site/public?
name=CovenantLutheran#/dashboard 

This is the power of Creation flowing through the Sun, onto the solar panels and in-
to the Church.   

Mike Gilbert 

https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/p/site/public?name=CovenantLutheran#/dashboard
https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/p/site/public?name=CovenantLutheran#/dashboard
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 Property Committee 

Conference Room & Sanctuary Lighting 

Conference Room (Gateway Room) – This is the room at the end of the 
hallway, on the left side on the main floor.  Church Council and Foundation 
meetings were held there until Covid.  Penny Vodak and Jan Walker have 
been leading this project along with an assist from JoAnn and Mike 
Gilbert.  The idea behind the renovation is to make the room a place where we 
can bring potential members, guests and hold meetings in a pleasing 
environment.  This project has been approved by the Church Council and 
Foundation.  Work has started on this project. 

a. A new conference room table and chairs will be installed  
b. Two of the gates the Fishers donated will be reimagined and displayed 

on the wall, hence the name “Gateway Room”. 
c. Recessed LED lights will replace the existing lights in the ceiling.  This 

will be similar to the lights in the Columbarium. 
d. New furniture and tables will be put in the leisure part of the room to 

replace the old worn-out pieces. 
e. A new carpet will be installed  
f. A new bookcase cabinet will be installed. 
g. A new media center cabinet will be installed.  This will give us a space for 

video and conference room equipment.  Wires will be hidden. 
h. A Zoom Room will be set up so people can attend meetings in person or 

from home.  This will include a TV mounted on the wall and remote video 
conferencing equipment. 

i. The walls will be painted a warmer color. 
j. A Hearing Loop will be installed. 

 

Sanctuary Lighting - New lighting and controls will be installed in the 
Sanctuary.  We had problems with the lights in the Sanctuary dimming down 
during services by themselves.  An usher had to stand by the control panel 
and push the buttons each time the lights went down.  We wanted to replace 
the controllers but the software was no longer supported.  Our main concern 
was that we would have the lights go out and not come back on.  Existing 
lights will be replaced with LED lights and controllers that will still let us 
highlight the key areas of the pulpit, altar and Choir platform during the 
services.  The controls will be simple and easy to use.  A new control panel 
will be set up in the sound room so the person running the audio/visual 
equipment can run the lights without having to go down the steps and around 
the wall to the main light switch.  Pastor Sara and Judy Heil assisted in 
determining how the Sanctuary should be set up.  This project has been 
approved by the Church Council and Foundation.  Initial work has started on 
this project. 

 
Mike Gilbert 
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 Covenant News 

Inviting Women of Covenant 

To gather together in faith and grow in friendship 

 

Virtual April Zoom Coffee 

Saturday, April 10, 2021 

8:30-9:30 AM 

 

Theme: Bloom Where You Are Planted 

    Bible focus: Jeremiah 17:7-8 

 

Join from your computer/device or phone with a cup of coffee or tea and zoom together 
to grow in faith and friendship.  Bring a memory to share about when you “bloomed” be-
cause of God’s support. 

 

Watch your email for a Zoom link/phone number the first week of April 

Noon Zoom and Devotions with Pastor Sara:  
Every Thursday at 12:00 PM  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3596352000?
pwd=aTdsNzkrU0NKY29ZTDFENmsvNHNRZz09 

Call: (312) 626-6799  

Meeting ID: 359 635 2000 
Passcode: 843588 

 Outdoor Spring Clean-Up - April 10th at 
9:30 am 
Please consider joining us for a socially dis-
tanced clean-up of the Covenant 
grounds.  Any outdoor tools and supplies you 

can bring along, such as pruners, rakes, tarps, etc...,  would be help-
ful and appreciated.  In the event of inclement weather we will meet 
April 17th at 9:30 am.  Questions can be directed to Michelle Oster-
haus at tmosterhaus@sbcglobal.net or text/call 608 698-7550. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3596352000?pwd=aTdsNzkrU0NKY29ZTDFENmsvNHNRZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3596352000?pwd=aTdsNzkrU0NKY29ZTDFENmsvNHNRZz09


 

16 Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren St., Stoughton, WI 53589 

 Social  Justice 

The team met via zoom on March 25
th
 to 

discuss whether we are continuing to hon-

or our mission by helping those in need 

both within our community and beyond. 

We continue to contribute budgeted mon-

ies to ELCA World Hunger, the Housing 

Advocacy Team of Stoughton (HATS), the Affordable Transportation Program in 

Stoughton (ATP), Lutheran Social Services, the ELCA, and our local synod. During the 

month of March, Covenant also donated to the Stoughton Area School District, Stough-

ton Area Resource Team (START), St. Mark’s Lutheran Free Meal in Madison, The 

River Pantry and Second Harvest of Dane Co. Donations to SASD are made in gift 

cards to Walmart and Kwik Trip for which district social workers give to district families 

in need. We are thankful for the generosity of Covenant members, an anonymous 

friend of Covenant, and for the Martin Slettum Endowment whose accumulated interest 

payments have allowed for us to make these donations. We are hoping that as COVID 

restrictions are lifted, we will be able to volunteer our time as well to help these organi-

zations. We plan to meet again sometime during the month of May and will schedule 

the date soon. As always, meetings are open to anyone. Thank you for your continued 

support! 

Donna Tarpinian 
Social Action Committee Chair 

Join our Community of Faith Practice on Social Action 
 

Did you read a great article that interested you in learning more about homelessness in 
Dane County? Or, maybe you've been listening to a new podcast that has broadened your 
view of issues facing people of color in the USA?  Maybe you've watched a great movie 
about the environment? Come and share those resources with us and also explore with oth-
ers in our congregation how you are inspired to live out your faith in the area of social ac-
tion.  We will spend some time together grounded in our faith and supporting one another 
as we encourage each other in our journey to create a more just society for all.  
 
Members will also learn how to adapt this community of practice model for use with their 
own group.  Chris Melland will facilitate the conversation. 
 
 
  
April 14 
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm via Zoom 
Join our Cloud HD Video Meeting 

https://covluth.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=09e5bae8c8b26a8ce1da3e30e&id=dff09afa1b&e=b98822a817
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 Thank Yous 
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 The Promise—April 2021 

 

The monthly newsletter of Covenant Lutheran Church—ELCA 
 
Covenant Lutheran Church—Pastor Sara Rabe 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
 
Phone: (608) 873-7494 (Mary’s cell: 608-220-0373) 
Email: covlutheran@covluth.org 
Website: www.covluth.org 
 
 
 
 
 

Like us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  
The next issue of “The Promise” will be published in May 2021. The deadline for submitting items for the May newsletter is Fri-

day, April 23.  
Please submit to form here or to covlutheran@covluth.org.  

Thank you!  

Covenant Lutheran Church 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 

mailto:covlutheran@gmail.com
http://covluth.org/
https://www.facebook.com/covluth.org/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/covlutheran/
https://twitter.com/CovenantLuther1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnm44V_myebQXrWz4X1O9w0ehWIrYaKLUdc-Tjbf1iWsMIjg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:covlutheran@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/CovenantLuther1
https://www.facebook.com/covluth.org/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/covlutheran/

