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Community Thanksgiving Service 

A Message from Covenant Council: 
It was over 3 ½ years ago that we were prepar-
ing for the installation of our new pastor.  A re-
ception was being planned to celebrate this 
new beginning which of course involved 
food!  How fitting that Isaiah 43:19 "God is 
about to do a new thing; now it springs forth,” 
was the message chosen for the cake.  Now 
that we’ve said our goodbyes, we can reflect 
on how appropriate that message is today, as it 
was those 3 ½ years ago.  God is about to do a 
new thing!  How exciting to watch it spring 
forth!! 
As your council members we want you, our fel-
low congregation members, and believers of 
Jesus Christ, to know that we will do our best 
to keep you informed as we begin this transi-
tion period together. Over the last years we’ve 
tried to be as transparent as possible with all 
the happenings in the church, and we will con-
tinue to do so.  We too are available for any 
questions or concerns that you may have. 
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 A Message from Covenant Council: 

Below are some of this month’s highlights: 
•Council met with the ELCA Synod on April 28th to discuss the interim and 
call team processes.  We were informed that interim pastor resources are 
limited at this time; however, our Synod partners were already working 
hard on our behalf to bring forward an interim pastor for consideration.  In 
the meantime, we were given a resource list for supply pastors who would 
be willing to preach at our Sunday services.  Pastor Dennis and Paulette 
Creswell will be presiding over worship services from now through the end 
of June.   

•At the May 18th council meeting, we interviewed a potential interim pas-
tor who is looking to relocate from the Alexandria, VA area back to the 
Midwest.  The interview went well, and we’re hopeful that after careful 
prayer and discernment, this candidate will consider coming to Cove-
nant.  We will keep you posted as we learn more. 

•Additionally, at the May 18th council meeting, Donna Tarpinian was elect-
ed to the position of Covenant Treasurer effective in June.  We welcome 
Donna to this position and are grateful to her for taking on this role.  Many 
thanks to George Carlson for his work over the last many months and for 
the significant accounting improvements that he has made during his ten-
ure.    
•Under the guidance of the Wisconsin Council of Churches and Covenant’s 
COVID Task Force, we will continue to follow all COVID risk factor mitiga-
tions which includes wearing masks, social distancing, and congregational 
singing.   As things change, we will continue to keep you apprised. 
•We have begun the necessary steps to fill our open Office Manager and 
Membership Secretary positions.  Position descriptions are being reviewed 
and revised, and we’re putting together a hiring team.  If anyone is inter-
ested in being a part of this team, please contact a council team member. 

In so many ways, God is about to and is doing something new.  How exciting 
for all of us!! 
God’s Blessings, 
Covenant Council 
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 MONEY MATTERS...REPORTING ON COVENANT’S FINANCES 

Covenant continues to serve our members and the broader community thanks to the support of 
many.  The table below summarizes MARCH and Year-to-Date (YTD) finances:  

 

INCOME: CONTRIBUTED INCOME total increased $1,251.00 over MARCH 2020 and OTHER 
INCOME increased $3,637.56 because we now include income from grants as income rather than 
as offsets to accounts, TOTAL INCOME  is $4,888.55 more than MARCH 2020.  

EXPENSES: MARCH TOTAL EXPENSE at $22,402.14 is below monthly budget of $24,827.25. 
MISSION PARTNERS Totals shares 10% of CONTRIBUTED INCOME; in MARCH Covenant 
supported shared South-Central Synod of WI-ELCA, Lutheran World Relief, Global Health Minis-
tries, Lutherdale Outdoor Ministries, START, Skaalen Retirement Services, and Dane County Jail 
Ministries. MISSION PARTNERS in March also included $2,084.18 thanks to special designated 
gifts for hunger ministries and those in need.  

BOTTOM LINE: INCOME-EXPENSE shows a surplus of $4,699.97 for MARCH. Our financial po-
sitions remains strong and healthy at the end of MARCH. 

THE JOY OF GIVING: Covenant for several years has practiced first-fruits giving of income con-
tributed to our general fund by members and friends. When we adopt the annual budget we allo-
cate 10% (a tithe) to ministries that carry on God’s mission beyond our own congregation. Twelve 
organizations share 4% in addition to the 6% given to the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin—
ELCA. Rather than writing 13 checks each month, I chose three, four, or five each month. Then at 
the end of quarter (as was March), I balance them out so each has received their allotted percent-
age. You can learn more about each of our Mission Partners by searching for them online or ask-
ing me for information. I have confidence in each one as they touch the lives of many on our be-
half. The pandemic has posed big challenges for many of our partners. I encourage you to pray 
each month for those I list in this report. Prayer support for each to have vision and wisdom is vi-
tal. Prayer helps expand the JOY OF GIVING.  

Submitted by George Carlson, treasurer (608-756-4916 or georgegccarlson@outlook.com) 

ITEM MAR 2021 MAR 2020 YTD ACTU- YTD YTD 2020 

Contributed Income 22,099.00 20,848.00 59,409.00 64,125.09 65,495.25 

Misc Benevolence 0 0 0 199.97 0 

Other Income 4,643.01 1,005.46 8,029.10 10,156.50 7.500.33 

TOTAL INCOME 26,742.01 21,853.46 67.437.10 74,481.56 72,995.58 

Mission Partners 4,294.08 2,089.80 8,023.08 6,412.41 6,551.64 

Staff 10,747.16 10,411.95 34,048.13 44,503.13 50,438.18 

Education 347.17 59.85 347.17 1,525.03 200.79 

Stewardship 233.50 0 233.50 175.03 42.75 

Congregational Life 36.00 170.83 36.000 187.59 200.96 

Social Action 0 0 150.00 500.06 0 

Worship & Music 334.76 470.34 594.71 1,793.72 2,228.15 

Office Administration 3,109.90 -13,285.37 6,506.57 6,050.06 -8,236.95 

Occupancy 2,939.57 3,403.09 8,666.47 13,334.71 9,416.55 

TOTAL EXPENSE 22,042.14 3,320.49 58,605.63 74,481.74 60,842.07 

INCOME--EXPENSE 4,699.97 18,532.97 8,831.47 -0.18 12,152.51 
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 Memorials  

For Barbara Austin, given by 
Dan and Deb Oakland 

Leon Olaf Vaage, age 90, passed away on Satur-
day May 22, 2021 at the William S. Middleton 
Veterans Hospital.  Leon was born on May 13, 
1931 and grew up on the family farm in Rock-
dale.  He graduated from Stoughton High 
School, Class of 1949, and served in the US Air 

Force 1955-1958, honorably discharged as Airman First 
Class.  He drove semi for over 50 years, “over 5 million miles” 
for Severson Transport, Graber (now Springs Industries), and 
finishing his career with Hull Transportation of Stoughton.  He 
was happiest on the road in his big rig traveling across the US 
until his late 70’s.  Leon enjoyed his extended family, his home 
on Lake Kegonsa and his dogs. 

Leon is survived by his sister Betty (Irv) Melaas; his daughter 
Marcie (Jon) Mahuta, son Martin Vaage (Karen Gehling), and 
son Marc Vaage (friend Marcia Tarrant); grandchildren Jacque 
(Nick) Klimek, Samantha Sawle, Austin Vaage, Sophia Gehling, 
and Samantha Gehling; his great-grandchildren Harlyn Klimek, 
Callyn Klimek, and Brecklyn Klimek. 
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 Memorials  

Madonna “Donna” Gay Olson Prough, age 84, of 
Stoughton, Wisconsin, passed on May 20, 2021, sur-
rounded by family.  Donna was born to Bernie and 
Hazel Olson, April 30, 1937, on the family farm in In-
dependence Wisconsin.   She graduated from Eau 
Claire High School in 1955.  She married James K 
Prough on February 1957 and they spent 62 loving 
years together raising 4 children.  She is survived by 

her daughters Joni Prough, Judy (Dale) Eggen; son Chris Prough all of 
Stoughton.  She is also survived by her 4 grandchildren; Lindsay, Kelly, 
Matthew, and Collin; 3 great grandchildren Nora, Lily, and Jason.   She 
is also survived by her longtime friend Barb Veum.  She was presided 
in death by her husband James Prough; her son Curt Prough; her Par-
ents Bernie and Hazel Olsen; and her brothers Lowell, Merlin, and 
Bob.   

Donna went through a long battle with MS, but never let that stop her 
from enjoying the things she loved and spending time with her family. 
She was tenacious and sharp. Donna was an accomplished cross 
stitcher and seamstress and was never seen without a Sudoku. Donna 
loved attending baseball games cheering on her family and was a life-
long Cubbies fan who never missed a game. Donna was a loving 
mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother; dedicated to her fami-
ly. Donna loved her birds, especially cardinals and had many bird 
feeders and was excited every year to see the orioles come to feed on 
the grape jelly. 

 In lieu of flowers, any donations can be made to Stoughton MARC at 
923 N Page St, Stoughton, WI 53589. 

Please share your memories at www.cressfuneralservice.com 

http://www.cressfuneralservice.com/
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 Blood Drive 

Covenant Lutheran Blood Drive 
Monday, June 28 

1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m 

 

Other Stoughton Community Blood Drives 

The Church of Jesus Christ  

of Latter day Saints 

Wednesday, June 30 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Lake View Church 

Tuesday, June 8 

9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
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 Solar Array News—Property Committee 

We continue to see new records for power production from the Solar 
Array.  In May, the Array set a new record for power production of 
634 kilowatt hours, for a single day, on May 12th!   The total amount of 
power produced in April ended up being a record 11.7 megawatt 
hours.   We expect to see our highest power production in either June 
or July, depending the number of sunny days.  We have saved over 38 
tons of CO2 emissions and the equivalent of 583 trees planted since 
the system was fully activated.   We have a public web site you can 
access to see how the array is doing whenever you want.  The link is:  

https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/p/site/
public?name=CovenantLutheran#/dashboard 

This is the power of Creation flowing through the Sun, onto the solar panels and in-
to the Church.   

Mike Gilbert 

https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/p/site/public?name=CovenantLutheran#/dashboard
https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/p/site/public?name=CovenantLutheran#/dashboard
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 Covenant News 

Dear Covenant family, 
It was in the fall of 2009 that George accepted a part-time con-
tract to serve on Covenant’s staff as Pastor of Senior Minis-
tries. He retired from that position in February 2013. Most re-
cently George has volunteered as Treasurer of Covenant.  It’s 
been nearly eleven years since George and I have lived in 
Stoughton and been a part of Covenant’s ministry.  
 

You are invited to 
CELEBRATE and GIVE THANKS for 

50 years of ordained ministry in the ELCA of 
GEORGE G. CARLSON  

Sunday, June 13, 2021, 2-4 p.m. 
in a casual, outdoor reception in the pavilion of 

Hope Lutheran Church, Milton WI 
335 Dairyland Drive 

If you are unable to join us, you may send your wishes by June 
6, c/o Amy Carlson Floan, 114 South Third St. Evansville, WI 
53536 or email: abcfloan@gmail.com 

 
As many of you know, George and I are eager for the Canadi-
an border restrictions to be lifted so that we can visit our son 
and his family in Vancouver. With family near and far, we will 
be away from home for this and other family/friend in-person 
gatherings. Thanks for supporting us recently with prayer and 
expressions of sympathy upon the death of our sister-in-law, 
who died of COVID-induced double pneumonia on Mother’s 
Day. 
 
With gratitude for countless blessings, 
Solveig Carlson 
 

mailto:abcfloan@gmail.com
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Greetings to the Saints at Covenant! 

 We are Pastors Dennis and Paulette Creswell and have been 

asked to introduce ourselves because we will be filling in as your 

worship leaders, starting the last Sunday in May.  

We are a retired clergy couple who moved to Madison, just over 

three years ago, from Wausau, where we had lived for 19 years.  

We both grew up on dairy farms near Mosinee, both graduated 

from Augsburg College, Minneapolis, and Luther Seminary, St. 

Paul. In October we celebrated our 52nd wedding anniversary. 

We are the parents of a daughter and two sons, have a son-in-

law, a daughter-in-law, and grandkids ages 18 and 15.  

We’ve served in several different ministry settings in Minnesota 

and Wisconsin, including 11 years as a team at Pilgrim 

Lutheran, Wausau.  

Dennis earned his PhD in Church History and has been the 

director of the East Central Synod Lay School in Wausau, 

teaching a variety of Church History classes as well as the 

Worship classes. Paulette has also taught in the Lay School--the 

Faith & Spirituality classes.  

Covenant News 
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 Covenant News 

Greetings to the Saints at Covenant (continued) 

Our three children each live in a different country: Paul, here in 

Madison; Katrina in The Netherlands; and Philip in Sweden. 

Thus, traveling has become a part of our lives in a way we never 

dreamt it would.  

We also enjoy reading, poetry writing, learning, walking and 

exploring nature, music (Dennis plays guitar), movies, cooking, 

and entertaining. 

We look forward to sharing faith together with you and promise to 

pray for your congregation. We would ask you to remember us in 

prayers as well! 

In Christ’s Peace, 

Pastors Paulette and Dennis Creswell 

Updated Information on Caste Book Discussion: 
Several members are reading the book Caste: The Origins 
of Our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson.  We will then 
gather to discuss the book on Tuesday, July 13, at 
10:00.  We will meet at Jan Walker's home, 838 Center 
Road, Stoughton. 
 
The following is a partial description of the book--
"Wilkerson gives a portrait of an unseen phenomenon in 
America as she explores, through an immersive, deeply re-
searched narrative and stories about real people, how 

America today and throughout its history has been shaped by a hidden caste 
system, a rigid hierarchy of human rankings.  Linking the caste systems of 
America, India, and Nazi Germany, Wilkerson explores eight pillars that un-
derlie caste systems across civilizations." 
 
For more information please contact Penny Vodak (pennyvodak@charter.net) 
or Linda Muller (lmsm@charter.net).  We hope you can join us. 
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 Social  Justice 

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY submitted by George Carlson 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Evansville, a sister congregation in the South
-Central Synod of WI, is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation, 
which means that they strive to welcome all people as their full selves—
including LGBTQ+ people. Amy Floan, their Director of Faith Formation, 
told me, her dad, that anyone from Covenant is welcome to join them in a 
six-week summer course when I told her that Covenant has been contem-
plating exploring the possibility of becoming an RIC congregation. An edit-
ed excerpt from her description of the course that appeared in St. John’s 
newsletter follows:  
 
Gather Us In: LGBTQ+ through a Lutheran Lens 

As part of our work to live into our RIC partner commit-
ments, we will be offering a six-week adult education op-
portunity to continue our work to welcome, include, and 
celebrate LGBTQ+ people in our church. We will explore 
scripture, Lutheran theology, and personal experience together. Each 
week will include a conversation with a different church leader including 
Pastor Matt Pooch (Senior Pastor at St. John’s), Pastor Jerry Tews 
(Pastor of Congregational Care at St. John’s), Rev. George Carlson 
(retired ELCA clergy, Covenant member)), Amy Floan, Ashley Bowman, 
and Vicar Kristofer Rhude (Luther Seminary), followed by time for ques-
tions, discussion, and conversation.  
All are welcome, whether you are an expert in queer issues and/or theolo-
gy, or you are just hoping to learn what each letter in the LGBTQ+ acro-
nym stands for. The series will take place on Wednesdays from 6:30 
to 8:00 pm from June 16 to July 21, hosted by the St. John’s Social 
Justice Team at St. John’s, 312 South Third St.  
If you’d like to join in the conversation, please email Amy Floan 
(director@stjohns-lc.org) or Vicar Kristofer (vicar@stjohns-lc.org). A sign-
up genius page can be used, too, if you wish to sign up online: St. John's: 
Gather Us In: LGBTQ+ Through a Lutheran Lens (signupgenius.com) or 
use this web address if you receive a printed copy of the newslet-
ter:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a4dacac2fabf49-gather 

If you wish to contact me, George Carlson, about this course, or sign-up 
because you don’t have internet access, feel free to do so at 608-576-4916 
or georgegcarlson@outlook.com (don’t forget the 3rd G in this address). 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a4dacac2fabf49-gather
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a4dacac2fabf49-gather
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a4dacac2fabf49-gather
mailto:georgegcarlson@outlook.com
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 Social  Justice 

Coordinator Needed for this Project 
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is Sunday, Sep-
tember 12, 2021. This day is an opportunity to 
celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America – one church, freed in Christ 
to serve and love our neighbor. Service activities 
offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our 
most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of 

life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life – 
flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. (https://www.elca.org/
dayofservice) 

In 2019, we organized a successful “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday. For several hours 
after church, groups participated in card writing, blanket making, bandage rolling, 
groundskeeping and even car washing. It was a fun day (click here to watch the video)! 

We’d like to do it again this year, especially after this past year of COVID restrictions. Is 
this something YOU can see yourself organizing? It is only limited by your imagination! 
There are plenty of ways we can help folks both within and outside our community. 
Please prayerfully consider taking on this challenge so that we can make it a great day! 
Please contact Donna Tarpinian (drtarpinian@gmail.com) for more information. 

The Clothing Center is gearing up for a re-opening! The center is 
housed on the lower level of Covenant in the Education Wing. A new 
coordinator, Liz Menzer, is in place and there are several new volun-
teers from the community that are ready to offer assistance to those 
in need within our community. New hours are being scheduled to ac-
commodate day and evening shoppers. A new website is in the works 

and there is an updated Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/
ClothingCenterStoughton. For more information, check out the facebook page or send 
an email to contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com. They can always use more volun-
teers as well! 

The center could really use children-sized clothing in 3T, 4T and 5T (especially boys) as 
well as men's pants and bottoms. Take a look around your home or if you like to shop 
at garage sales or the clearance racks, please keep a look out for these items. Please 
eMail the center to coordinate drop-off: contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com. 

https://youtu.be/Tsjl0Zf5KRo
mailto:drtarpinian@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ClothingCenterStoughton
https://www.facebook.com/ClothingCenterStoughton
mailto:contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com
mailto:contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com


 

13 Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren St., Stoughton, WI 53589 

 Thank Yous 
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 The Promise—June 2021 

 

The monthly newsletter of Covenant Lutheran Church—ELCA 
 
Covenant Lutheran Church 
PO Box 797 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
 
Phone: (608) 873-7494  
Email: covlutheran@covluth.org 
Website: www.covluth.org 
 
 
 
 

Like us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  
The next issue of “The Promise” will be published in July 2021. The deadline for submitting items for the July  newsletter is 

Friday, June 25th.  
Please submit to form here or to covlutheran@covluth.org.  

Thank you!  

Covenant Lutheran Church 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 

mailto:covlutheran@gmail.com
http://covluth.org/
https://www.facebook.com/covluth.org/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/covlutheran/
https://twitter.com/CovenantLuther1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnm44V_myebQXrWz4X1O9w0ehWIrYaKLUdc-Tjbf1iWsMIjg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:covlutheran@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/CovenantLuther1
https://www.facebook.com/covluth.org/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/covlutheran/

