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 The Promise 
The People of Covenant are called to: 

gather, grow and go serve…With God’s Love! 
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Community Thanksgiving Service 

A Message from Covenant Council President: 
“Blessed is you who trusts in the LORD and whose hope is the LORD.” 
Jeremiah 17:7 

At this time, I am sure we are all feeling anxious, concerned, or maybe even 
overwhelmed, as a congregation we face so many challenges and 
uncertainties.  But just as the author of Jeremiah says to trust in the LORD, 
we too shall trust the LORD that there is a path for our congregation and 
everything will work out. 
Council met on July 20th and here are a few things we discussed: 

•Pastor Wendy’s arrival.  Pastor Wendy’s first worship with us will be 
Sunday, August 29th.  An outdoor reception following worship is being 
planned. 
 

•Our new Office Manager, Amanda Burian, has arrived and is doing 
great!  Amanda is already onboard and has started her training with Mary 
and Carol.  Amanda will be working in the office during our normal pre-
COVID business hours.  Feel free to stop by and say, “Hi,” while she is in 
the office. 

 

•We are in the process of updating the Covenant website.  Updates 
haven’t been done in about two years. 

 

•The property team, council members and Mike Hirsch are working fast 
and furious to make much needed updates to the pastor’s office.  Thank 
you to Foundation for approving funding for furniture, lighting updates, 
painting, etc.  See more about this in the property team update. 

 

•Once again, mail is now being delivered directly to Covenant.  The post 
office box has been cancelled as an effort to decrease our annual 
expenses. 

 

We look forward to seeing more of you in church as we all return from our 
summer vacations and as Pastor Wendy becomes our interim! 
Prayerfully yours, 
Steve Peterson 
 

Save the Date and come help Welcome Pastor Wendy! 
On Sunday, August 29th, we give thanks and praise as we welcome 
Pastor Wendy Moen as interim pastor here at Covenant. Please plan to join 
us for worship service at 9:30 followed by an outdoor reception. 
Light refreshments will be served. 
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 MONEY MATTERS...REPORTING ON COVENANT’S FINANCES 

Covenant Members – We have been reporting on finances in the monthly  
newsletter with a delay of two months. At this writing, I have the financials 
summarized for June as well as May so I will include both at that this time.  

INCOME: CONTRIBUTED INCOME was slightly smaller than May 2020 and 

OTHER INCOME increased significantly as corrections were made to tracking income 

from Endowment Fund grants. That meant an increase in expenses as well. TOTAL 

INCOME is $4,625.07 more than May 2020. YEAR-TO-DATE TOTAL INCOME is 

$15,426.79 less than 2020.  

EXPENSES: MAY TOTAL EXPENSE is very close to monthly budget of $24,827.22. 

MISSION PARTNERS Totals shares 10% of CONTRIBUTED INCOME.  

OCCUPANCY Totals include significant expenses related to renovation of, upgrading of, 

and a/v equipment for the end-of-the-hall room in the education wing. These items 

accounted for much of the big increase in May expense total compared to May 2020. 

BOTTOM LINE: INCOME-EXPENSE shows a surplus of $1,857.58.  

YEAR-TO-DATE ACTUAL has a surplus of $6,544.60.  

Our financial position is solid at the end of May.  
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 MONEY MATTERS...REPORTING ON COVENANT’S FINANCES 

INCOME: CONTRIBUTED INCOME is about 10% lower than June 2020 and 
OTHER INCOME has no real change from June 2020. Therefore, TOTAL INCOME 
is about 10% less than June 2020 and YEAR-TO-DATE TOTAL INCOME continues 
to trail that of 2020 by $16,721.  

EXPENSES: JUNE TOTAL EXPENSE is slightly more than same month 2020. 
MISSION PARTNERS Totals shares 10% of CONTRIBUTED INCOME. Staffing 
and Office Administration account for most of the 
expense increases due to same month last year largely due to the fact that the church was 
closed last year due to COVID. We had half of month of Pastor Sara’s salary in staff 
costs but are doubling up on support staff due to training and custodial work. Next month 
we should see a substantial  
decrease. 

BOTTOM LINE: INCOME-EXPENSE shows a deficit of $902.91.  
YEAR-TO-DATE ACTUAL has a surplus of $5,692.54.  

Our financial position is solid at the end of June.  

Submitted by Donna Tarpinian, Treasurer 
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 Join Us for Worship 

Services can also be viewed at your convenience on our YouTube channel! 

(Below is what it will look like when you visit Covenants YouTube Channel) 

In person Worship is being celebrated weekly, Sunday’s at 9:30 am. 

 

What you should know: 
 

You’re valued and welcome at Covenant and we will do whatever we 

can to keep providing worship both in-person and online so everyone 

may enjoy from where they feel safest. We Thank you for Joining Us! 
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 Health Topics  

August 2021 topic: Deprescribing 

 

What is deprescribing? 

“Deprescribing is the planned and supervised process of 

dose reduction or stopping of medication that might be 

causing harm or no longer be of benefit. Deprescribing is 

part of good prescribing – backing off when doses are 

too high, or stopping medications that are no longer 

needed.”(1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask your healthcare provider/prescriber: (3) 

1. Is the medicine still appropriate for me? 

2. Do I still have a reason to take each medicine? 

3. Is the medicine giving me benefit? How do you know? 

4. Is the medicine causing a side/adverse effect? 

5. Is it possible to simplify my daily medicine regimen? 

 

Talk with your prescriber/s about medicines EVERY YEAR. 

 

In faith and health, Denise Pigarelli 

Resources: (1) deprescribing.org, (2) pharmacytoday.org, (3) aafp.org  

Today, do one little thing to take better care of yourself...  

Then tomorrow Repeat! 
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 Property Committee News 

Solar Array 

We still have a lot of summer to go but we can expect the power production to start 
dropping off, as the days get shorter and angle of the sun drops.   The number of clear 
sunny days, in July, was down due to the haze caused by the wildfires out west.  We have 
saved over 58 tons of CO2 emissions and the equivalent of 880 trees since the system was 
fully activated.  Total power produced by the array since it was installed is 75.3 Mega Watt 
Hours.   That’s a lot! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Committee – Conference Room, Sanctuary Lighting & Courtyard 

1. Conference Room (Gateway Room) – The new conference room table and chairs 
have been delivered and look great!   We will be wiring the table, in the next 
couple of weeks, to make it video conference ready.  Graphics, depicting the 
Courtyard gates, have been applied to the curved wall at the back of the room, by 
Duck Soup Signs and Design.  We expect the remaining two chairs and artwork will 
be delivered in early August.  We are so blessed to have this new and welcoming 
room to meet, pray and serve, as we continue to do God’s work.   
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 Property Committee 

 

2. Sanctuary Lighting – Work on the new high efficiency LED lighting and controls is 
continuing.  The LED lighting has been installed and we are awaiting the installation 
of the track and pendant lights.  The programming of the controllers is about 90% 
done.  The new system makes it very easy to control all of the lights by pushing just 
one button and it gives us theatrical features that can highlight specific areas near 
the altar.   The lighting features and settings were selected by Judy Heil, Donna 
Tarpinian, Meghann Proper, Amanda Burian and Michael Hirsch with help from Scott 
and the other Hill Electric techs. 

 

3. Courtyard Renovation and Landscape Improvement Project– Main construction work 
on the Courtyard is now scheduled to start in early September.  The original 
Courtyard gates that were placed in the Courtyard, in 1986, have been send to 
Moyers Inc. to be refurbished.  This beautiful gate will once again be a featured 
backdrop, on the patio.  The landscape committee recently did a review of the 
planting reconfiguration with Matt Hanna from Moyers.   Special thanks to Michelle 
Osterhaus, Penny Vodak, Denise Pigerilli and Pat Johnson for working out the 
details.   

 

3. Pastor’s Office – The Pastors Office is being renovated to prepare for our interim and 
future Pastors.  Dimmable LED ceiling lights will be installed to brighten the room 
along with new matching office furniture.  

 

Peace, 

Mike Gilbert 
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 Covenant News 
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 Covenant Church Book Club 

 

We welcome all readers to a monthly schedule and discussion on a 

wide variety of social issue books. Beginning on Thursday September 

23 at 1pm in Covenant’s New Conference room, called the Gate Way, 

we will discuss American Dirt a New York Times BEST SELLER by 

Jeanie Cummins. 
 

Forced to flee Acapulco because of the drug cartels, Lydia and her eight –year-old, Luca,  

are forced to America. It is filled with poignancy, drama and humanity on each page.  
 

Call Penny Vodak if you have any questions. 608-302-9130 

Covenant News 

It is no surprise,  

our members are Rock Stars!! 
 

Our community flourishes when we 

worship and hold fun events. 
 

‘Thank you’ to all of our dedicated 

volunteers who continue to keep  

Covenant Lutheran Church running. 

 

Your kindness is immeasurable! 

Random Acts of kindness often cause a ripple. 
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TOP PICK, AN AMERICAN CLASSIC of the CENTURY 

 

In the book CASTE by Pulitzer Prize-winning author, Isabel  

Wilkerson through riveting real stories and well- researched  

documentation shows the ways that the insidious undertow  

of caste is experienced every day, not just in Germany or India,  

but here in the USA. CASTE is being considered as a possibility  

for small group study or adult forum in the fall.   

Besides its selection as a NY Times bestseller and Oprah’s Book 

Club Pick, our own Covenant book study group shares their perspectives and strong 

recommendations: 

Helga Cope: found it difficult to read, not in style, but for its subject. It’s a history that 

needs to be heard  in order to come to grips with the full history of our country. 

Patriotism does not come from  ignorance. The author dares to tell the story 

Jan Walker: was appalled that Hitler studied how Americans dehumanized the slaves 

and implemented many of the same techniques with the Jews. Thought-provoking; 

incredible 

Linda Harrison: has rarely been so moved by a non-fiction. The author’s in-depth 

description of the  caste system in this country prompted her to think about her own 

attitudes and behaviors. Recommends the book to anyone who wants to learn, think, 

feel and be challenged. 

Linda Muller: The book helped her gain a better understanding of white supremacy…

and a system where one group is always superior and another group inferior. Actions 

are often taken by the  superior group to keep its members “pure”, not wanting to 

“pollute” their own members, e.g. they opposed integration, not wanting to share 

pools and lunchrooms with those inferior. 

Penny Vodak: Caste is a history-and-consequence story. The propensity of humans to 

subjugate  others, to inflate themselves is alive and well in the US and around the 

world. The book was revolutionary for me.  I highly recommend it in its entirety. 

Wilkerson states that history repeats itself in that “one can change your class, but not your 

caste”. Yet she points forward to ways America can move beyond the artificial and 

destructive separations of human division, toward HOPE in our common humanity.  

Watch for more opportunities to GATHER….GROW….in order to Serve with love and 

compassion! 

Covenant News 
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 Covenant News 

Are you possibly available for  

volunteer / learning opportunities? 
 

There are so many ways to keep in touch and serve! 

mailto:georgegcarlson@outlook.com
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 Covenant News 

 
LAST CHANCE TO ORGANIZE A COVENANT CHURCH GWOH EVENT! 

We need one or more individuals to step forward and organize this year’s 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday on September 12th.  
 

This is 2-3 hour event starting after church on that Sunday where members gather 

together and perform service activities to help others in the community. Service 

activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as 

Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily 

calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in 

God’s grace. 

Ideas for service activities: 

Clothing Center seasonal turnover from Spring/Summer to Winter/Fall 

Litter control on Dunn-Rutland Road 

Hand-written notes for the homebound (and possibly college students) 

Assembly of LWR school kits (could appeal for Thrivent Action Team grants) 

Fleece blankets (for START) and/or tying quilts for LWR 

Rolled bandages for GHM 

Click here to watch a video from 2019 Covenant GWOH. Contact Donna Tarpinian 

(drtarpinian@gmail.com) if you can help with this event.  

https://youtu.be/Tsjl0Zf5KRo
mailto:drtarpinian@gmail.com
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 Covenant News 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/899122589
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 Covenant News 

CLOTHING CENTER NEWS 

 The Clothing Center is up and running and we’ve had several 

customers over the last month! We have a great slate of 

volunteers and many, many donations from community 

members along with a great partnership with Next Generation, 

so we are going strong. 

 Currently, the center could really use:    BRAND NEW UNDERWEAR & SOCKS 

for school-age children (elementary through middle school 

Size 4t - adult XL), both boys and girls. If you’re at a store, 

please consider purchasing these items and donating to the 

center. Parents & children alike, cannot Thank You enough! 

For more information, email: 
contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com   Thank you to all who make this possible! 

This meeting is both in-person and virtual, Join Us!  

 

Scan the QR Code above or simply click it for the Zoom Link! 

mailto:contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85859509984?pwd=U1NrMHd3eks3Q0J2b0d1amxQOW5LQT09
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 Worship Schedule 

Volunteer Worship Schedule  

 

Memorial For  
Marilyn Nelson  

Given by:  
Maggie Hagen 



 

16 Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren St., Stoughton, WI 53589 

 The Promise—August2021 

 

The monthly newsletter of Covenant Lutheran Church—ELCA 
 
Covenant Lutheran Church 
PO Box 797 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
 
Phone: (608) 873-7494  
Email: covlutheran@covluth.org 
Website: www.covluth.org 
 
 
 
 

Like us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  
The next issue of “The Promise” will be published in September 2021.  

The deadline for submitting items for the September newsletter is Friday, August 20th.  
Please submit to form here or to covlutheran@covluth.org.  

Thank you!  

Covenant Lutheran Church 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 

mailto:covlutheran@gmail.com
http://covluth.org/
https://www.facebook.com/covluth.org/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/covlutheran/
https://twitter.com/CovenantLuther1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnm44V_myebQXrWz4X1O9w0ehWIrYaKLUdc-Tjbf1iWsMIjg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:covlutheran@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/CovenantLuther1
https://www.facebook.com/covluth.org/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/covlutheran/

