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Community Thanksgiving Service 

A Message from Covenant Council: 

 

Ask any of us council members, and I think we would all agree to feeling anxious, 
concerned, or maybe even overwhelmed, as we as a congregation face so many 
challenges and uncertainties…saying farewell and best wishes to a beloved pastor, 
accepting the resignation of our Office Manager and finding a replacement, coming 
out of a pandemic, and what that means from a worship perspective, finding a 
supply pastor or pastors to serve until an interim pastor is onboard, finding an 
interim pastor, putting together a call team, finding a permanent pastor, etc. 

During the past couple of months, we are reminded by Luke 11:9-10 “So I say to you: 
Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who 
knocks, the door will be opened.”  It’s not that we expect God to give us everything 
that we want, but to hear our prayers and to guide us through those difficult 
situations. 

Here are some ways we have found answers to our prayers: 

• We are happy to announce that Pastor Wendy Moen has signed on as our 
interim pastor for at least 6 months.  Pastor Wendy is relocating from 
Alexandria, VA and her official start date is August 23rd.  Onboarding plans are in 
the works, and we’re very excited for everyone to meet Pastor Wendy.  Continue 
reading this month’s Promise to find out more about Pastor Wendy, and how her 
journey has led her to Stoughton, WI. 

 

• Additionally, we’re excited to announce we have a new Office Manager, 
Amanda Burian.  Amanda is already onboard and has started her training with 
Mary and Carol.  Amanda will be working in the office during our normal pre-
COVID business hours.  More on Amanda can also be found further on in this 
month’s Promise. 

 

• Covenant’s COVID Task Force has recommended that we allow mask free, in 
worship services.  The one exception is that people are to wear masks while 
singing.  Additionally, we will continue with the pre-packaged communion 
elements during holy communion.  
 

We welcome back JoAnn Gilbert to council after a brief hiatus.  JoAnn has been 
and is an integral part of the property team, our COVID Task Force and 
council.  We’re so glad that you’re back Jo! 
 

Prayerfully yours, 
 

Covenant Council:  

Steve Peterson, JoAnn Gilbert, Catherine Quindt, Jessica Diebold and Tamarine 
Westrand 
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Please join Covenant council in welcoming Amanda Burian as our new Office Manager.  Amanda brings a 

wealth of skills, knowledge, enthusiasm, and experience having worked most recently as an Office 

Assistant at a local church here in Stoughton.  The hiring team which included, Pat Johnson, Denise 

Pigarelli, Donna Tarpinian, and Penny Vodak were in 100% agreement that Amanda was a perfect fit and 

that we should hire her quickly before anyone else did.  

When we asked Amanda to tell us a little bit about herself for a Promise article, here’s what she had to 

say: “I live in Stoughton with my two daughters, our dog, cat and bunny.  We enjoy spending time with 

family and animals of all varieties!!  We are firm believers in standing up for what is right and helping those 

in need!!  A staple of ours has been volunteering at the Food4Kids events each year at the Stoughton fire 

station.  It has been a fun, interactive way to get involved in the community.  This year we helped with the 

Juneteenth event at the Chorus Public House, and this will definitely be an event we continue to support 

going forward.  So fun!  All and all, we are just a little family trying to find our place in this world, 

peacefully.” 

If any members happen to be in the area during regular church office hours,  
stop by and introduce yourself to Amanda.   

Welcome Amanda, we’re happy to have you on board! 

Message From Council 

Hello Covenant Lutheran Church Members and Friends, 
 

I’m Pastor Wendy Moen and I am looking forward to joining you in August as your interim pastor. I grew up 
near Decorah, Iowa with my parents, brother, and numerous farm animals. After high school I attended the 
University of Iowa and graduated in 1992 with a Bachelor of Social Work and a B.A. of Psychology. After 
seven years of social work with various populations in various settings, including a year of accompaniment 
with the people of Nicaragua, I began seminary studies at The Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Philadelphia. My concentration areas at seminary were urban ministry and Latino studies and I graduated 
with a Master of Divinity in 2003. 
 

My first call was to First Trinity Lutheran Church, DC in 2003. In February of 2017, I accepted a call to 
Grace Lutheran Church, also in DC and in September of 2020 I was appointed interim pastor at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Alexandria, VA. Each parish was a unique context for ministry, and I look 
forward to experiencing Covenant’s context and mission field. I feel called to tell people about Jesus and to 
help God be real and present in the world. I seek to accompany, encourage, and empower everyone by 
the power of the gospel, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to know God more deeply. 
 

I am the proud mother of one wonderful son, Jonathan. He will begin studies at UW - Madison this fall.  
 

Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.” John 13: 34 
Love. Love is our mandate. 
 
      

 I look forward to meeting you in August! 
    
         

 Blessings and Peace, 
 Pastor Wendy 
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 MONEY MATTERS...REPORTING ON COVENANT’S FINANCES 

Dear Covenant Members – I have just begun taking over the treasurer duties from George 
Carlson who had been serving for the past 18 months. He has made himself available to 
make sure the transition is smooth but I welcome your prayers over the next couple of 
months as I learn the ropes! 

The table below summarizes APRIL 2021 and Year-to-Date (YTD) finances for Covenant. 

 

INCOME: Contributed Income decreased more than 50% compared to April 2020 and Other 
Income decreased as well. TOTAL INCOME is $14,493.38 less than April 2020. YTD TOTAL 
INCOME is $20,000.00 less than in 2020. April 2020 was the first full month of online worship 
and May 2021 was the first full month of in-person worship – making a total of 13 months 
online and no in-person. 

EXPENSES: April’s TOTAL EXPENSE at $19,036.71 is below monthly budget of $24,827.22. 
Mission Partners total share is 10% of Contributed Income; in April Covenant supported 
South-Central Synod of WI-ELCA, Lutheran World Relief, Global Health Ministries, ATP, and 
START. Gift cards for Stoughton Area School District totaling $200.00 were purchased by 
credit card in March but show as an expense in April. Overall, expense categories are in line 
or below budget. 

BOTTOM LINE: INCOME-EXPENSE shows a deficit of $4,144.45 for APRIL; however, YTD 
ACTUAL has a surplus of $4,687.02 so we are in good shape financially. Our financial position 
remains strong and healthy at the end of April with over $70,000.00 in our General Fund 
checking account. 

Submitted by Donna Tarpinian, Treasurer (608-669-7668 or drtarpinian@gmail.com) 
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 COVID Task Force News 

COVID 19 Task Force Update 

As we respond to the COVID-19 Pandemic we want you to know that Covenant Lutheran is 
committed to move through the phases of re-opening with care, compassion, and faith.  Our 
priority is to reduce the risk of transmission by applying mitigation strategies prescribed by local, 
state, federal and CDC guidelines. 

As many of you who have attended worship services or have read in the recent weekly news blast 
know, we have revised the Covenant COVID 19 Guidelines to our current Hybrid Model.   
 

COVID 19 Revised Hybrid Model:  Revised 6-22-2021 

1.  Masks are optional for all who are vaccinated 

2.  We will continue to use hand sanitizer upon entering the church 

3.  We will continue to social distance as much as possible 

4.  Members will not need to sign in.   

5.  Non-members or visitor will need to sign in and provide telephone numbers 

6.  Masks shall be worn by everyone, when singing 

7.  We will continue to use personal communion elements 

8.  We will continue to clean and sanitize the building  
 

 

It is advised that if you are unvaccinated, have a serious underlying condition or live with 
someone who does or is under 12 years old, to please consider wearing a mask for your own 
safety and the safety of others. 
 

We are happy to say that the church is now open for all Covenant group meetings and activities 
and to non-member activities also.  Recently we have had many facility requests from non-
member groups.   
 

Please go to the church’s web site, covluth.org to reserve a room or area you wish to use.  This 
helps the office staff adjust the door locking system and make sure two groups are not scheduled 
for the same room, at the same time.  When you request a room, you will also be given a COVID 
19 Facility Use Guideline to follow.  Two separate COVID 19 Guidelines have been in use during 
the past year.  One for Covenant Member Small Groups and Individuals and one for all Outside/
Non-Member Groups and Individuals.  
 

We ask that each group designate a “contact person” who will be responsible for communicating 
with the church office and ensuring individuals, in the group, adhere to the guidelines.  Please 
remember that many individuals and groups regularly use our facility and we will need to depend 
on each other for our continued good health and wellbeing.             

This has been a difficult year for everyone and we truly appreciate your support in complying with 
the Covenant COVID 19 Guidelines.  As we continue to work together through these 
unprecedented times, it is our hope and prayer that we will be able to continue to revise and lift 
our COVID 19 protocols, while still ensuring a safe return to our worship community.    
 

NOTE: The Covenant COVID 19 Guidelines may be amended, at any time, due to changing 
circumstances and/or updated recommendations from health officials.  
 

Covenant COVID 19 Task Force   

Thor Anderson 

JoAnn Gilbert 

Meghann Proper 

David Nelson 
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 Health Topics  
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 Property Committee 

Property Committee – Solar Array 

The longest day of the year is in June.  As you would expect, we set another new high for 
power production of 13.8 megawatt hours.  We have saved over 52 tons of CO2 emissions 
and the equivalent of 788 trees since the system was fully activated.  We have a public web 
site you can access to see how the array is doing whenever you want.  The link is:  

https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/p/site/public?
name=CovenantLutheran#/dashboard  

 

 

 

Property Committee – Conference Room, Sanctuary Lighting & Courtyard 

1. Conference Room (Gateway Room) – We expect the new conference room table and 
chairs to be delivered in the next week.  The new sofas and tables in the leisure 
discussion area have been delivered and we look forward to having the chairs in this 
area delivered soon.  The room has been set up to facilitate hybrid Zoom meetings for 
people that are in the room and those that call in from home.  The new Meeting Owl 
camara, speaker and microphone unit has been tested during a Council meeting and 
works very well.  There are a few last details to complete and the room will be finished. 

 
A big thank you to the Task Force of Penny Vodak, Jan Walker, Joe Oakland and 
Merlin Luschen for all of their time, effort and expertise.  Also thank you to Mike 
Hirsch and Kent Knutson along with the Property Team. For making this 
possible.          

Article Continued ... 

https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/p/site/public?name=CovenantLutheran#/dashboard
https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/p/site/public?name=CovenantLutheran#/dashboard
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2. Sanctuary Lighting – Work to install new LED lighting and controls started on June 30 
and will continue for the next couple of weeks.  Work was delayed until now because of 
a shortage of parts, due to Covid.  We will be without lights, in the Sanctuary, for the 
next two weeks, so hopefully the sun will be shining brightly in through the windows 
above the alter area to light our services.  The new lighting system will be controlled 
from the Sound Room, at the back of the Church and is user friendly. 
 
3. Courtyard Renovation and Landscape Improvement Project– The existing Courtyard, 
outside the south side of the Narthex, is in very poor and unsafe condition.  Water 
drainage away from the building will also be addressed.  When it rains, water 
acccumulates along the sides of the courtyard, infiltrates the bricks and proceeds to find 
its way along the walls of the south side of the church seeping into the basement 
walls.  By redirecting the flow, we hope to alleviate this issue.  
  
4. We are excited to be using the original courtyard steel gates, donated by the H.J. 
Fischer Family.  The steel furniture will also be repurposed.  They will once again be a 
beautiful addition to the area.  Included in this project is the replacement of several 
sidewalk sections and  portion of the concrete bridge will be repaired.  
 

Shown below are 2 views of the new Courtyard. 
 

 
 

In His service, 
Mike Gilbert 

Property Committee 
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 Covenant News 

Covenant Lutheran is 

searching for:  
 

A  Blood Drive Coordinator.   

Are you interested in volunteering but don't have a lot of time on your 

hands?  Covenant is looking for a new Blood Drive Coordinator.   

Contact Stephen Peterson at (608) 480-0525) or email 

at stevep72@yahoo.com for more information. 

mailto:stevep72@yahoo.com
mailto:stevep72@yahoo.com
mailto:georgegcarlson@outlook.com
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 Covenant News 

 

ROUND-UP….Gather to Grow! 

I am the CHURCH. You are the CHURCH. We are the CHURCH together! 

If U R missing, there is only a percussive CH-CH sound of no substance.  U R essential to the mission and ministry 
of Covenant.  For the life-blood of this community of faith, U R needed now! 

Covenant’s Education Team is FORMING TEAMS to be part of a NEW VENTURE in nurturing the faith of our 
youngest learners. Instead of recruiting TEACHERS for the various levels of pre-K through Grade 4, the plan allows 
for team members to share in various ways. Prayerfully review where your gifts can be used: 

STORY-CIRCLE leader: share designated story (curriculum, leader’s guides and orientation provided); main 
responsibility is to “set the stage” the first Sunday of each month. 

CLASSROOM buddy/helper: parent, or high school youth/young adult, grandparent (gather materials, or assist 
with space set-up or as needed); serve on a rotating schedule. 

ENRICHMENT specialist: lead or assist with art, drama, music or language (such as Spanish to better connect with 
our sister congregation in Puerto Rico) 

Children would be divided into compatible age groups, such as 3-year-olds; 4K and Kdgn; grade 1-2; grade 3-4. Each 
group would have its own team to serve on a monthly rotation. Each session: 35 minutes. Education component will 
be coordinated with the worship time-frame. Quite likely the two will run concurrently. Proposed monthly schedule: 

First Sunday: Bible story and possible storybook favorite that relates to Biblical story; music component 

Second Sunday: enrichment to enhance theme: art/craft project; story reenactment/drama; video; interactive event 

Third Sunday: global encounter for large group with featured guest (to be pre-arranged) 

Fourth Sunday: service/outreach project such as drawing pictures or making cards for home-bound; assembling a 
Global Health Ministries (GHM) kit or Lutheran World Relief (LWR) school kit. 

An orientation session for all team volunteers will be scheduled in early September.  

Compliant with COVID precautions, Covenant’s Education Team is planning for an in-person experience to begin in 
late September. Proposal is pending for a separate track for children in grades 5 and 6, including preparation for first 
communion for fifth graders. [This would include last two year’s classes who missed sessions due to pandemic].  
This curriculum would be focused on core Lutheran beliefs as preliminary to the Affirmation of Baptism program 
currently in practice for seventh and eighth graders. 

Families of children, ages 3-Grade 4, will receive details of the program in mid-August. In order to have curriculum 
materials for all children, families will be invited to enroll their children in early September. 

For more info or clarification and/or to volunteer, contact Solveig Carlson (608-576-1747). 
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 Covenant News 

Services can always be viewed at your convenience on our YouTube channel! 

(Below is what it will look like when you visit Covenants YouTube Channel) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb9PHWwUSTUpZh1kQYLh62w
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 Covenant News 

Updated Information on Caste Book Discussion: 
Several members are reading the book Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents 
by Isabel Wilkerson.  We will then gather to discuss the book on Tuesday, July 
13, at 10:00.  We will meet at Jan Walker's home, 838 Center Road, Stoughton. 
 
The following is a partial description of the book--"Wilkerson 
gives a portrait of an unseen phenomenon in America as she 
explores, through an immersive, deeply researched narrative 
and stories about real people, how America today and 
throughout its history has been shaped by a hidden caste 
system, a rigid hierarchy of human rankings.  Linking the 
caste systems of America, India, and Nazi Germany, 
Wilkerson explores eight pillars that underlie caste systems 
across civilizations." 
 
For more information please contact Penny Vodak 
(pennyvodak@charter.net) or Linda Muller (lmsm@charter.net).   
We hope you can join us. 

 

Blanket Makers returns July 20th! 

 

Join a great group ready to sew, quilt and fasten blankets 

of all sorts to be donated to those in need, locally. 
 

Contact the church office 

 if you are interested in more information! 
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 Covenant News 
 

The Clothing Center is gearing up for re-opening! 
The center is housed on the lower level of 
Covenant in the Education Wing. A new 
coordinator, Liz Menzer, is in place and there are 
several new volunteers from the community that 
are ready to offer assistance to those in need 
within our community. New hours are being 
scheduled to accommodate day and evening 
shoppers.  

 

A new website is in the works and there is an updated 
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/
ClothingCenterStoughton.  
 

For more information, check out the Facebook page or 
send an email to contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com.  
 

The center could really use children-sized clothing in 3T, 4T and 5T (especially 
boys) as well as men's pants and bottoms. Take a look around your home or if you 
like to shop at garage sales or the clearance racks, please keep a look out for these 
items. Please email the center to coordinate drop-off: 
contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com. 

The clothing center appreciates new volunteers if you know anyone interested! 

https://www.facebook.com/ClothingCenterStoughton
https://www.facebook.com/ClothingCenterStoughton
mailto:contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com
mailto:contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com
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 Thank Yous 
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 Worship Schedule 

Volunteer Worship Schedule  

Roles Jul 11 Jul 18 Jul 25 Aug 1 Aug 8 

Assistant 
Minister 

 Greg Vodak  Kathy Andrusz  Deb Oakland  Cindy Seely  Judy Heil 

Lector  Craig  Christine Mel-  Tom Nelson  Deb Oakland  Alex Pigarelli 

Usher Team 
leader 

 Karl Nissler  Tamarine 
Westrand 

 Norm Sime  Thomas Chose  Mark Herbst 

Ushers  Thor Ander-
son 

 Jessica Mel-
chor 

 Stephen V. Pe-
terson 

 Philayne 
Chose 

 Bill Cook 

  Mike Eversoll  Greg Vodak  Mark Seamon-
son 

 Jack Cope  Rhetta Hanson
-Cook 

  Larry E Olson   Jean Sime  Oliver Pie-  Garrett Herbst 

     Jude Surrell  Evan Herbst 

     Caleb Herbst 
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 The Promise—July 2021 

 

The monthly newsletter of Covenant Lutheran Church—ELCA 
 
Covenant Lutheran Church 
PO Box 797 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
 
Phone: (608) 873-7494  
Email: covlutheran@covluth.org 
Website: www.covluth.org 
 
 
 
 

Like us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  
The next issue of “The Promise” will be published in August 2021. The deadline for submitting items for the August newsletter 

is Friday, July 23th.  
Please submit to form here or to covlutheran@covluth.org.  

Thank you!  

Covenant Lutheran Church 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 

mailto:covlutheran@gmail.com
http://covluth.org/
https://www.facebook.com/covluth.org/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/covlutheran/
https://twitter.com/CovenantLuther1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnm44V_myebQXrWz4X1O9w0ehWIrYaKLUdc-Tjbf1iWsMIjg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:covlutheran@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/CovenantLuther1
https://www.facebook.com/covluth.org/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/covlutheran/

