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God is good. All the time. 

All the time. God is good. 

Perhaps you recognize this call and response. I love this call and response. It 

is a statement of faith. It evokes joy, spirit and gratitude. As we move into 

November – the month for giving thanks – and the start of our stewardship 

campaign, it is good to remember that God is good. All the time. 

Every day we make choices about how we live and how we use what we have 

received. Our financial choices make a powerful statement about who we are 

and what we care about. Giving financially to Covenant is a faith statement 

about God’s work in this world that Covenant will carry out. This statement of 

faith strengthens our sense of who we are. 

On a scale of 1 to 10, how would you rate your awareness of where your 

income goes? How does this compare with one, three or five years 

ago? Some of us are better at analyzing our finances than others. Some of us 

see scarcity and giving comes with some anxiety about having enough.  

Others see abundance and giving happens with abandon. And, for some, 

giving is part of a careful financial plan. For me, if I don’t have a plan, I’m 

planning to fail. As we approach our stewardship campaign this year, I’d like 

to ask these questions: 

How much, or what percent, would you like to grow in giving to God’s work 

this coming year? 

What will “growing in giving” to God’s work look like in your life:   

a. Five years from now?  

b. In your estate? 

Despite Covid-19 and an interim pastor, these are exciting times for Covenant 

and our mission. We need your financial gifts to help bring the Kingdom of 

God nearer in the coming years.  

God is good. All the time. 

All the time. God is  good. 

~ Pastor Wendy 
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 Message From Council 

A message from your council president: 

 

“Each of you should look not only to your own interests, 

but also to the interests of others.” Philippians 2:4 
 

Our most recent meeting was Tuesday, October 18th. Council was able to meet  

in-person and use the new Gateway room and Owl All–in-One device for a Zoom 

meeting with those who could not be present.  

We watched a short video called “Leading Change…Following the Holy Spirit into 

the Future.” We followed it with a short PowerPoint presentation that had some 

important questions.  

We learned some reframing, usual church questions like how do we get people in 

church? How do we meet people’s needs? How do we help people? We also were 

asked different questions. 

How do we join with what the Spirit is doing? What is God up to in our 

neighborhood? How do WE join in? All of these questions relate to the scripture 

above on how we should not only look into our interests, but also the interest of 

others.  

Some topics discussed in council this week are website updates, property updates 

(the new patio outside is looking amazing!), call team candidates (we still new 

some younger candidates, and men), and the November’s stewardship drive.  

Shortly members will receive a letter from council regarding the stewardship drive 

for our 2022 budget. This year’s theme will be called “Give Generously. A Journey 

of Transformation.” Council is looking forward to your pledges. 

 

Thank you! 

With Love, 

Stephen Peterson 
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Even though they couldn’t 

allow us to worship inside 

 on October 17th… 
 

We are very grateful for the 

Stoughton Fire Department’s 

bravery, kindness and for all 

that they do for the safety of 

others, all year long! 
 

So we brought them flowers 

and a Thank you card! 

Sincerely signed, 

Covenant Lutheran Church 
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 Message From Council 

Online order forms also available! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WCP3CdenvLpN4CH66FXO-dxs0mJzvcgsXZP7I-83Sbw/edit


 

5 Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren St., Stoughton, WI 53589 

 Money Matters...Reporting on Covenant’s Finances 



 

6 Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren St., Stoughton, WI 53589 

 Join Us for Worship 

Services can also be viewed at your convenience on our YouTube channel! 

(Below is what it will look like when you visit Covenants YouTube Channel) 

In person Worship is being celebrated weekly, Sunday’s at 9:30 am. 

 

What you should know: 
 

You’re valued and welcome at Covenant and we will do whatever we 

can to keep providing worship both in-person and online so everyone 

may enjoy from where they feel safest. We Thank you for Joining Us! 
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 Health Topics  

Resources:   
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/diabetes/facts.htm  ,  http://www.diabetes.org/are-you-at-risk/  

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/diabetes/facts.htm
http://www.diabetes.org/are-you-at-risk/
http://www.diabetes.org/widhsrisktest


 

8 Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren St., Stoughton, WI 53589 

 Property Committee News 

Solar Array 

It’s getting cold and the days are shorter but the Solar Panels are still 

producing power, except when it’s raining. We have saved over 168,000 

pounds of CO2 emissions and the equivalent of over 1,278 trees since the 

system was fully installed. Total power produced by the array is now over 108 

Mega Watt Hours. 
 

Courtyard and Sidewalk Repair 

The Courtyard reconstruction and sidewalk replacement is nearly finished. 

The cement work is finished, the plants and trees are planted and the lights 

are installed. The Dove Gates are powder coated and now installed! We are 

ready to determine what additional furniture and umbrellas are needed. We 

will be researching and getting those next. One of the reasons we did this 

project was to improve water drainage away from the building. It’s good to 

see that the water flow is much better now.  

Service brings peace to your soul, 

Mike Gilbert 
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You know, We don’t want you to forget: 

Covenant Lutheran members are irreplaceable 

& we feel absolutely Blessed to have you!! 
 

‘Thank you’ to all of our dedicated volunteers who continue 

 to keep Covenant Lutheran Church running, 
 

Your kindness is immeasurable! 

Here are the assigned worship volunteers for the month. 
Please let Amanda know if you cannot make it on any of your scheduled days. 

 
If you are interested in serving but not currently being scheduled,  

please speak with Amanda in the office. She will be happy 
to get you on the volunteer schedule as your time allows!  



 

10 Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren St., Stoughton, WI 53589 

 Education Update 

 This month in Sunday School: 
 

Nov. 7: A Widow’s Offering Mark 12:38-44 

Nov. 14: Be Ready Mark 13:1-8 

Nov. 21: Christ the King John 18:33-37 

 

It's not too late to register your child age 3-grade 6: 
 (Link to registration form here!) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Helping with Sunday School helps lift your heart!   
Can you take this journey with us?! 

Contact Kathy at CovLutheranEd@covluth.org or  
by call the church office to find out what days are open.  

  

The Education Team is grateful for your willingness to serve.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1oQicGRZBZDW2rJ_ZIjZ5CaZTzCXy-iEyW7f4mxTmTmc/edit
mailto:CovLutheranEd@covluth.org
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Racial Equity:  Renewed Efforts and Opportunities in 2022 

In early 2022, the Social Action team will offer some new opportunities for you to get 
involved with racial equity.  
 
• Book Discussion with Pastor Wendy:  "Dear Church: A Love Letter from a 

Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the US" by Lenny Duncan, an 
ELCA pastor.  Pastor Wendy already has copies of this book and is looking 
forward to leading a study with us. 

 
• A re-formed Racial Equity team.  We'll be starting fresh with a new process 

from the "Faithful Steps" resource from the Minneapolis Synod.  Chris Melland is 
looking for 2-4 members to join her on this team - call her at 608-444-2265 to get 
more information.  As part of our work together, she is also hoping to have a 
liaison with our own South-Central WI Synod's Racial Equity Network. 

 
A bit of background on Covenant's racial equity efforts to date: 

 

The Social Action team began providing opportunities to learn about racial 
equity after a congregational survey indicated racial equity was one of the 
top three interest areas (along with poverty and gender).  Some of the 
specific efforts in this area include: a 4-week study using the "Dialogues on 
Race" resource from Augsburg Fortress; creating a racial justice statement 
for our Covenant website; participation in community listening sessions with 
the city, school district and Mosaicos; a study of the book, "White 
Fragility" (kudos to Solveig Carlson and Karen Hanson for putting this 
together); attending a session of our synod's Racial Equity Network; creating 
a link to resources for members; a prayer vigil for racial equity and to mourn 
the losses in the community from COVID-19 (with thanks to Pastor Cathy 
Christman and our friends at the Stoughton United Methodist Church for 
their participation); and lots of prayer and dialogue together.   

We look forward to covering new ground and  
uncovering new insights in 2022 with you.  
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 Social Action 

“Each of you should look not only to your own interests,  

but also to the interests of others.”  

Philippians 2:4 
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The continued prevalence and risk of the Covid-19 virus prevents  

Host A Family from running the normal Holiday gift exchange this year.  

Once again, for the 2021 holiday season, they are only soliciting 

monetary donations that will enable Host a Family to purchase gift cards 

for families to safely purchase gifts for their children. 

 

They hope that you are willing to continue to support the program and 

that they can get back to the normal family matching and gift purchasing 

next year. 

There are two ways to donate: 

1. Online at https://www.hostafamily.org/donate/ 

2. Send a check to (if you can, please include a self-addressed, stamped 

envelope): Host a Family, Inc., P.O. Box 295, Stoughton, WI 53589. 

https://www.hostafamily.org/donate/
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 Social Action 

< WE ARE HERE 

A great location 

for another 

HEART! 

https://www.reconcilingworks.org/
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Global Health Ministries Needs Towels for Newborn Kits.

 

Their inventory of towels for the newborn kits is low right now. In fact, 
as of October 19th, they only have 2 towels left in the warehouse! 
Would you consider purchasing new bath towels to help them 
continue their newborn kit ministry? They’ve provided a link to a $2.75 
bath towel at Target that meets their 52" requirement. 

Link: https://www.target.com/p/bath-towel-room-essentials/-/A-
81245328?preselect=81107092#lnk=sametab 

Ship to: Global Health Ministries, 7831 Hickory St NE Minneapolis, MN 
55432 

GHM Newborn Kits are gifts that help a new mom celebrate her baby 
and clothe and care for her child.  Importantly, they are also used by 
overseas partners to encourage young women to seek prenatal care 
during pregnancy, greatly improving their chances for a healthy, happy 
outcome. Once that connection is made, they can also encourage 
postnatal care, including vaccinations and well-baby checks that can 
help a newborn thrive. 
 

https://www.target.com/p/bath-towel-room-essentials/-/A-81245328?preselect=81107092#lnk=sametab
https://www.target.com/p/bath-towel-room-essentials/-/A-81245328?preselect=81107092#lnk=sametab
https://www.target.com/p/bath-towel-room-essentials/-/A-81245328?preselect=81107092#lnk=sametab
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PRAYERS FOR YOU, YOUR FAMILY & all of Covenant! 

COVENANT FAMILY PRAYERS: November 

• David & Maria Austin, Erin and Samantha 

• Michael & Karen Ayers 

• Warren III & Paula Brewster 

• Jean Gjermo 

• Mark Herbst & Susan Foley, Caleb, Evan and Garrett  

• Doug & Marsha Hobson, Adam and Hannah 

• Sherry Leick 

• Craig & Kate McCallum 

• Tom P. Nelson 

• Karl & Diane Nissler 

• Rob & Shannon Nowicki, Austin and Dillon 

• Lauree Olson 

• Larry E. Olson 

• Jeff & Kris Peterson, Shad and Tucker 

• Jacob & Brittany Rusch, Eleanor, Griffin, and Lucille 

• Delores Smithback 

• Gary & Donna Tarpinian, Kelsey and Matthew 

• Ingrid Thompson 

• Lori Turk 

• Josh & Sonja Twedt, Emma and Morgan 

• Sandra Yates, Alexandra, Jacob, and Jordan 

Congregational Life 
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 Congregational Life 

In Memory 

 

Earl Andrew Fossen, 89, Stoughton, passed away 
peacefully, surrounded by his family, on Sept. 30, 2021. 

Earl graduated from Stoughton High School in 1951. He 
met Helen Wolden at a dance at Turner Hall, and they 
married on Sept. 10, 1955. 

Earl spent his life in Stoughton, except for two years 
when stationed in Hawaii for the U.S. Army. He had 
multiple careers and many talents. He was a husband, 
father, farmer, truck driver, electrician, woodworker, and 
carpenter. He designed and built homes where he raised 
his family and a home for his parents' retirement. He 
worked as a printer, producing the Stoughton Courier 
Hub in the '60s, and at Straus Printing in Madison. He 
started his own successful typography business in the 
'70s, Earl Fossen House of Type, pioneering what is 
known today as digital typesetting and composition. 

He was active in the church he grew up in, Central Lutheran of Stoughton, and was 
president of the congregation during the merger with Our Savior Lutheran (Stoughton). 
He served on church leadership during the design and construction of the new church, 
Covenant Lutheran. 

In retirement, he enjoyed spending time with his wife, kids, and grandkids. For 20 years 
he looked forward to every valet shift at the Stoughton Hospital. In 2001, Earl's wife, 
Helen, survived a serious brain hemorrhage. He spent the subsequent years devoted to 
her care and happiness until she passed away in 2018. 

Well into his 80s, he enjoyed ushering at church, volunteering, woodworking, watching 
football, traveling, and breakfasts at the Koffee Kup. Earl loved life, his family, and his 
community. Though he was a busy man, he was always present, always there when 
needed. Earl never raised his fists and only raised his voice in joy. He always wanted 
his children and grandchildren to stay a little longer and never let them leave without a 
hug. The only thing Earl ever hated was tobacco - smoking it, chewing it, but especially 
harvesting it. 

As deeply saddened as we are by our father and grandfather's passing, we are smiling 
that he and Helen are dancing together again in heaven. 

Until we meet again! 
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 Congregational Life 

In Memory 

 

Joni Marie Prough, of Stoughton, passed 
away Oct. 2, 2021. Joni went to Stoughton 
and Cottage Grove Schools. She was a proud 
member of MARC in Stoughton. 

Joni had a great passion for TV and movies. 
She never missed Young and the Restless or 
Golden Girls. She loved the Wizard of Oz, 
Grease, and all Disney movies. Joni loved 
music, including grooving to Richard 
Simmons, to the Oldies. Joni was a loyal 
Packers fan always sporting her Green and 
Gold.  

Joni was known for her love of jewelry, always adorned with sparkly 
bracelets and necklaces. Joni always had a smile and gave everyone 
unconditional love! Joni was very lucky to be a part of Community 
Living Connection. She received wonderful care from CLC and had a 
special care giver and angel in Leslie Dietzman. Leslie made sure she 
had the highest quality of life, and she did.  

Until we meet again! 
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In Memory 
Stoughton – David G. Stronach, age 89, passed 
away on Thursday Oct 21, 2021, at Skaalen Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center.  

David married Beverly Grace Strandlie on October 
30, 1954, and together they raised three sons, David 
Jr., Douglas and Deano. Dad was a huge Wisconsin 
sports fan, with his favorite being the Brewers.  

David is a founding member of the Stoughton Sports 
Booster Club and was instrumental in getting the first 
announcers booth built at the high school.  

He was deeply involved in baseball in the community for many years, helping 
to win the 1977 State of Wisconsin Class A American Legion Baseball 
Championship as a coach, and youth sports including baseball, basketball 
and coaching fast pitch softball. David was a founding member of the 
Stoughton Viking Snow Drifters Club. 

David will be missed by many and is lovingly survived by his three sons, 
David Jr. (Sharon), Douglas (Judy) and Deano (Dawn); grandchildren Pam, 
Robert, Molly, Chelsea, Dean Jr., Mackenzie and Madison; great 
grandchildren Levon, Cameron and Odin; and had a special bond with Dan 
Hvam. 

David is preceded in death by his parents, and his wife Beverly.  

A funeral service will be held at COVENANT LUTHERAN CHURCH, with Rev. 
Wendy Moen presiding. Burial will follow at Riverside Cemetery.  

A big thank you to the staff at Skaalen Nursing Home along with a special 
thanks to Elena with Agrace HospiceCare for keeping dad comfortable. 
Memorials may be made to the Stoughton Sports Booster Club or to the 
Stoughton VFW Post 328 in Stoughton. 

Until we meet again! 



 

20 Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren St., Stoughton, WI 53589 

 Covenant News 

SENIOR CHOIR UPDATE 

Vocal choir rehearsals remain on hold as we continue to follow 
the mandate issued by Public Health Madison and Dane 
County and the COVID safety guidelines formulated by the 
Wisconsin Council of Churches. Contact the church if you’d 
like to be notified when we begin to meet again! Stay Safe! 

Covenant’s 2022 Stewardship Drive is in motion! 
 

Be on the look out for mailings coming soon. 
 

This year’s theme will be called: 

“Give Generously. A Journey of Transformation.”  

 

Council is looking forward to your pledges,  

and doing God’s work with you in 2022! 

 

Ways to Help the Covenant Blanket Makers… 

Needing people to sew tops at home  
(size 60" x 80") using either their own fabric or fabric in  

Covenant's sewing closet.  

Plain colored flat sheets (or with minimum patterns) for blanket bottoms.  

They don't have to be fancy or intricate. 
Simple patterns (squares or rectangles) are best.   

Contact Judy Heil or Marsha McBroom for instructions. 
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Don’t forget! 
 

You’re invited: 

*Add items 

*Take a picture here 

(we’d love if you share it 

with the office) 

*or simply enjoy the 

beautiful decorations! 

 

Happy November 

Covenant Lutheran! 

The narthex is also ready and waiting for you! 
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You’re Invited to Covenant Book Club 
 

The November book we are reading is 

The Last Story of Mina Lee by Nancy Jooyoun Kim.  
 

The next meeting of the book group is  

Thursday, November 11th, 1pm.  
 

All are welcome to this Club! 
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 Opportunities 

Looking for an Easy, Stress Free way to Get Involved at  

Covenant Lutheran Church? 
 

We have opportunities for you!! 

 

Weather it is a weekly, monthly or other commitment you 

are looking for, we have many ways to get involved  

and make a difference right here in Stoughton! 
 

Current Opportunities: 

Sunday School 

Call Committee 

Stewardship Campaign 

Sunday Service Assistants 

Council Membership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact the office if you’re interested in information  

on our current Volunteer Opportunities! 
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 Opportunities 

The Clothing Center is Blessed  
& an Absolute Blessing! 

 

For more information, Message them on Facebook @ 

ClothingCenterStoughton 
 

 or email: 
contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com  

If you are interested in donating or volunteering  
please touch base with the Closet directly! 

 

 
 
 

 
 Thank you to all who make this possible! 

mailto:contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com
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 Gratitude 

To our ABSOLUTELY AMAZING  

Sunday School Teachers and Education Assistants!! 

 

To our EXCEPTIONAL Members and Congregants!! 

 

To our FANTASTIC Pastor!! 

 

To Our SELFLESS Volunteers, current & past! 

 

Covenant Lutheran Church made it this far on the 

DEDICATION & LOVE you are willing to SHARE! 

 

THANK YOU FOR BEING HERE, 

& FOR BEING A VALUED MEMBER at  

COVENANT LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
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Memorials: 

Thank you to Margret Cousins for donating to those in need, 

Fred Sundby for the Memorial for Earl Fossen 

& Tennie Annen for the memorial for Leon Vaage!  
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The monthly newsletter of Covenant Lutheran Church—ELCA 
 
Covenant Lutheran Church 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
 
Phone: (608) 873-7494  
Email: covlutheran@covluth.org 
Website: www.covluth.org 
 
 
 
 

Like us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  
The next issue of “The Promise” will be published in December 2021.  

The deadline for submitting items for the December newsletter is Friday, November 19.  
Please submit to form here or to covlutheran@covluth.org.  

Thank you!  

Covenant Lutheran Church 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 

mailto:covlutheran@gmail.com
http://covluth.org/
https://www.facebook.com/covluth.org/?ref=bookmarks
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnm44V_myebQXrWz4X1O9w0ehWIrYaKLUdc-Tjbf1iWsMIjg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:covlutheran@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/CovenantLuther1
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