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On Labor Day, my aunt and uncle came to visit. As we drove from Oregon to 

Stoughton, so they could see Covenant Church, they asked how the crops 

were doing. I said, well, they seem to be pretty healthy and green. By 

Thursday of that week, my drive along 138 between Oregon and Stoughton 

was entirely different! It seemed like I could see the change from green to 

brown in the fields as if a new painting was being created. Change. 

Sometimes it’s so slow that you hardly notice. Other times it happens so fast it 

makes your head spin. Some enjoy change. Others do not. I have a friend 

who says, “Trying to embrace change is like trying to embrace a porcupine”. 

One of my favorite scriptures on change is: 

 “For I know the plans I have for you; declares the Lord, ;plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future.” — Jeremiah 

29:11. 

We are weary, all of us, of masks and distancing, the lack of touch and visiting 

that some of our most vulnerable still experience. The new/not new thing God 

is doing at Covenant right now is starting up the faith formation of our Sunday 

School children again. It’s exciting! And, there will be some change in our 

pattern of worship to accommodate time with our children. 

The constant that doesn’t change is God. God is always for us. God is our 

refuge and strength. God sent Jesus to save the world, to save us. Jesus 

died, rose and lives again. God sends the Spirit that blows where She will. 

These are Truths that do not change. No matter what we are going through, 

God is with us. Another scripture favorite of mine is: 

 “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 

making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” Isaiah 43:19 

Sometimes I find myself shouting at God, “No, NO, I do NOT see this new 

thing that you are doing!” Anyone else? But, then something like the turning of 

the crops in the field, a kind word, a silent companion that sits with you, 

remind me of God’s continual work to bring new things to God’s beloved world 

and humanity. New things, forgiveness, reconciliation, comfort, peace and 

love – those are God’s work. We are invited to join. 

Let us pray: Lord, you are our rock and refuge. You are beside us, guiding us, 

sometimes carrying us. Open our hearts, minds, eyes and ears to the new 

things that you are doing in our midst. Sustain us through suffering and 

distress. We ask these things confident in your willingness to provide for your 

creation. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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 Message From Council 

2021 

Thank 

You! 
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So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the 
message about Christ. Romans 10:17 

 

Council had their monthly meeting on Tuesday, September 21st. We rejoiced in 
this being Pastor Wendy’s first full month with Covenant.  We had discussions 

about possibly offering up some space for the synod- should they not renew their 
lease in Madison, our stewardship campaign, updating the personnel policies and 
procedures manual for the Church, and the approval of using two rooms for the 
Clothing Closet. Council was also busy discussing security updates around the 
property, Rally Day and the fun, welcoming and engaging upcoming education 
opportunities, suggestions on when to start the call team and future decoration 

placement for various holidays throughout the year.   

Budget discussions will begin in October and we ask that all Covenant 
committees start preparing now too.  We are so grateful to plan!

 

If you are interested in being part of the call team for a new pastor, would like to serve 
on Church council or you’d like to be added to another Covenant Ministry contact one 

Sunday School got off to a great start on Sunday, September 26th with Rally Day!  

The joyful noise of having the kiddos back amongst us was welcomed by all. Everyone 

including our youngest worshipers gathered in the sanctuary with their parents where they 

were greeted by Pastor Wendy and read the story A Church For All! 

This year’s Sunday school curriculum follows the lectionary making it easy for parents to 

have continuing conversations about what students learn during their Sunday school time.  

Following the opening children’s moment with Pastor Wendy, the children were off to 

work on an art project, and to participate in outdoor activities including a scavenger hunt. 

They returned to be a part of Holy Communion and then lead the congregation in singing 

“Jesus Loves Me,” while each played an instrument.  

Ice cream treats were shared with all following the service.  

We are grateful to our Education team, and especially our Sunday School teachers and kids 

for making Rally Day a huge success! 
 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO ARE MAKING THIS POSSIBLE! 
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Yay, Rally Day! 

Thank you to all involved! 
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 Money Matters...Reporting on Covenant’s Finances 
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Services can also be viewed at your convenience on our YouTube channel! 

(Below is what it will look like when you visit Covenants YouTube Channel) 

In person Worship is being celebrated weekly, Sunday’s at 9:30 am. 

 

What you should know: 
 

You’re valued and welcome at Covenant and we will do whatever we 

can to keep providing worship both in-person and online so everyone 

may enjoy from where they feel safest. We Thank you for Joining Us! 
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Property Committee – Solar Array 

 

Fall is here and we have seen many days of clear 
skies due to the hurricanes to our South. We have 
saved over 77 tons of CO2 emissions and the 
equivalent of over 1107 trees since the system was 
fully installed. Total power produced by the array is 
now over 100 Mega Watt Hours. 

 

 

Property Committee – Courtyard and Sidewalk Repair 

 

The Courtyard reconstruction 
and sidewalk replacement are 
well underway. The patio area 
has had all the bricks, trees and 
the plantings removed. The 
actual Courtyard has been laid 
out and will be poured in the 
very near future. 

 

Peace, 

Mike Gilbert 

Property Committee News 

“The LORD has Done Great things  

for us, and we are filled with Joy.” 
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You know, We can’t let you forget: 

Our Covenant members are Rock Stars  

& We are so Blessed to have you!! 
 

‘Thank you’ to all of our dedicated volunteers who continue 

 to keep Covenant Lutheran Church running, 
 

Your kindness is immeasurable! 

Here are the assigned worship volunteers for the month. 
Please let Amanda know if you cannot make it on any of your scheduled days. 

 
If you are interested in serving but not currently being scheduled,  

please speak with Amanda in the office. She will be happy 
to get you on the volunteer schedule as your time allows!  
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Yay!! Sunday School Begins!! 

We have education opportunities through the Christmas season, 

 and the end of the school year! 

If you have a child who you’d like to attend religious education classes please 

contact our education team now to get started! CovLutheranEd@covluth.org 

or call the office at (608)873-7494 for more information!  

You can also fill out the forms from our webpage under youth education tab. 

Sunday School takes place during worship giving students age 3 to grade 6 

the opportunity to gather and grow together while parents worship close by. 

Sunday School will enjoy fellowship & spiritually educational fun, returning to 

the sanctuary to commune together before worship services conclude. 

Confirmation will meet Wednesday evenings and explore being a Lutheran, 

through an Educational and spiritual growth journey together. As their 

Confirmation journey concludes they will be Welcomed as a confirmed 

member of Covenant Lutheran Church with full voting power going forward.  

mailto:CovLutheranEd@covluth.org
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PRAYERS FOR YOU, YOUR FAMILY & all of Covenant! 

COVENANT FAMILY PRAYERS: October 

• Kathy Andrusz & John Surrell, Jude 

• Monty & Carol Brekken 

• George & Lois Craig 

• Parker Ellingson Jr 

• Barbara Friske 

• Joshua & Stacey Gibson, Abby, Ingrid 

• Daren Gunderson & Kelly Schieldt  

• Megan Frank, Easton, Eleanor 

• Kristin Johnson 

• Alan Kjernes 

• Cynthia Liddle 

• Knute Linnerud 

• Russ & Chris Melland, Timothy, Meredith 

• Tim & Michelle Osterhaus, Mitch, Maggie 

• Tim & Becca Pollard, Caden, Elijah Adalynn 

• Melissa Reese, Emily, Megan 

• Bud & Sue Richards, Sam Tom, Fred 

• Lori Shaw 

• Jane Smith, Christopher 

• Fred & Mary Sundby 

• Carol Swangstu 

• Bryon & Daniele Thompson, Colby, Hannah 

• Donald & Jan Walker 

• Randy & Heidi Weber, Kristina, Samantha 



 

12 Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren St., Stoughton, WI 53589 

 Congregational Life 

In  

Memory 

 

Bob completed basic training at Great Lakes, and technical training at Navy Pier in 

Chicago for aviation mechanics.  He then boarded the U.S.S. Wolverine to 

complete aviation carrier service.  Bob was stationed in the South Pacific on the 

U.S.S. Savo Island during WWII until his honorable discharge in January 

1946.  On June 8, 1947 he married his best friend, Jean Carpenter.  Bob worked at 

Uniroyal for 35 years, retiring in 1983.  He enjoyed fishing, travelling, and 

everything baseball, including playing home talent baseball with the Garden City 

Foundry team and watching the St. Louis Cardinals.  Bob is survived by his 

brother, Jack Sellers; sisters-in-law, Gloria and Virginia Carpenter; brother-in-law, 

Ken (Pauline) Carpenter; and nieces and nephews.  He was preceded in death by 

his parents; beloved wife of 70 years, Jean; and brother, Roger (Arvella) 

Schwartz.  Graveside Military honors will be held at 1:15pm on Monday, 

September 27, 2021 at Lutheran Cemetery South.  Memorials may be made to the 

Stoughton Area Veterans Memorial Park.   

Robert L. Schwartz, age 97,  

passed away peacefully on  

Tuesday, September 21, 2021 

 with family by his side.  
 

 He was born in Fort Atkinson on 

 November 3, 1923, the son of John and 

Nora Schwartz.  Bob graduated from 

Stoughton High School in 1941.  He was 

drafted into the U.S. Army in 1942 but 

chose to serve his country in the U.S. 

Navy.   
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https://www.reconcilingworks.org/
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Thank you for Attending! 
0 

In honor of St. Francis of Assisi,  
Pastor Wendy held a Blessing of Pets  

on Sunday October 3 @ 1pm in the parking lot. 

Pets were celebrated as God’s beloved  
creatures and companions in our lives.  

All types of pets were welcome, including stuffies 
(stuffed animals) important to our youngest friends. 

          It truly was a very beautiful day!  
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Looking for Something Musical to Get Involved With?? 
 

We still have room for you in the Covenant Bell Choir! 
Anyone in high school or older is welcome to join us,  

we will teach you everything you need to know! 
We rehearse on Wednesdays from 5:30pm to 6:30 and  

play about one Sunday a month.  
Contact Meghann Proper (meghann_foug@yahoo.com or 

608.332.4491)  
if you have questions or want to join!  

Please stay safe, we look forward to getting together again soon! 

You’re Invited to Covenant Book Club 
 

The new book We are reading is 

The Language of God by Francis Collins.  

The next meeting of the book group is  

Thursday, October 14, 1pm.  

All are welcome to this Club! 

mailto:meghann_foug@yahoo.com
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Are you available for volunteer opportunities? 
 

"Welcome our children back to worship" 
 

Pastor Wendy and the Worship and Music team have made a few minor 

adjustments to our order of service to accommodate Sunday school. Our 

worship now centers children at the beginning with a special story and then 

guides them to learn and grow in Sunday school downstairs. 

We all come together again in the sanctuary to celebrate communion. 

It's been a long time since we all worshipped together and it is wonderful to 

welcome children to our sanctuary after many months of it being too, too quiet. 

As you are able to join us in worship, please welcome families and young 

children with a smile or wave. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We can use more help in guiding the next generation of Covenant members. 

Whether you want to lead a craft or lesson or just be present as another 

adult for safely, we can use your help on upcoming Sundays.   

Sign up on the easel board in the Narthex, call the church office or email 

Kathy at CovLutheranEd@covluth.org 

It's great to be walking with you all in the name of our Lord! 

Opportunities 

Care to be Our Angels? 

Teach , Learn and Grow Together! 

Dates Needing Assistance 

Are you Available… 

October 3, 10 ,17 or 31? 

November 7, 14 or 21? 

December 5 or 12? 

We would love your extra hands 

and eyes, no experience needed.  
 

Only Kindness & Willingness! 

mailto:CovLutheranEd@covluth.org
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The Clothing Center is Blessed  
and in turn  

an Absolute Blessing! 

 

For more information, Message them on Facebook 
 or email: contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com  
 

If you are interested in donating or volunteering  
please touch base with the Closet directly! 

 

 Thank you to all who make this possible! 

mailto:contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com
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Thank you to Dennis Bremer for donating  

your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Covenant! 

Blessings come in all shapes and sizes!  

To all of our members, Thank You, 

Covenant is so Blessed to have you! 
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The monthly newsletter of Covenant Lutheran Church—ELCA 
 
Covenant Lutheran Church 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
 
Phone: (608) 873-7494  
Email: covlutheran@covluth.org 
Website: www.covluth.org 
 
 
 
 

Like us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  
The next issue of “The Promise” will be published in November 2021.  

The deadline for submitting items for the November newsletter is Friday, October 22nd.  
Please submit to form here or to covlutheran@covluth.org.  

Thank you!  

Covenant Lutheran Church 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 

mailto:covlutheran@gmail.com
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