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The Promise 
The People of Covenant are called to: 

gather, grow and go serve with Gods Love! 
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August 2023    The Monthly Newsletter of Covenant Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Inside This Issue “We know that all things work together for good for those 

who love God, who are called according to his purpose,” is 

one of the verses that we read in Paul’s Letter to the 

Romans on Sunday July 30. We often hear this verse 

paraphrased as, “Everything will work out in the end; keep 

the faith”. 
 

I don’t know about you, but that’s much easier for me to 

hear when things are relatively good in life, maybe a few 

things to work themselves out, but nothing too serious.  
 

But, when things go terribly wrong? When circumstances 

have brought something horrendous? How then are we to 

believe what Paul says about all things are supposed to 

work together for good? 
 

For example, people often use Romans 8: 28 to bring 

comfort to those who have suffered unexpected tragedy or 

death. In these times, it’s difficult to know what to say to 

those we know. And, so we mumble something like, “You 

just have to trust that everything is going to work out for 

the best”. It’s from the Bible—it must be true. It says right 

there in Romans 8:28, “We know that all things work 

together for good for those who love God.” 
 

Do we know this? All things are working together for 

good? When a child dies, is what Paul means that God is in 

control of all things, therefore, God has made the child die, 

and this is all things working together for good for those 

who love God? 
 

If God is doing this—if this is God’s will and God’s plan—

who could love such a God? 
 

We can’t understand God’s will. But if we tell ourselves 

A note from the Pastor continues on the following page >> 
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and each other that it’s God’s will that terrible things happen, then we are grievously 

misunderstanding the good news of Christ that Paul is so eager to share 

with the Christians in Rome and with us. 
 

What Paul wants us to understand in Romans 8:28 can best be understood by the New 

International Version translation of this verse. “In all things, God works together with 

those who love him to bring about what is good.” 
 

Read this way, Paul means that means that in every situation, God is at work to bring 

about what is good. In every terrible situation, in every senseless death by decisions 

humans make, God is working to bring good from the devastating times in our lives. 
 

How does God do that? By working together with those who love God, who have 

been called according to God’s purpose, revealed to us in the cross and resurrection of 

our Lord. 
 

That’s us. We are lovers of God. We are called according to God’s purpose, which is 

to bring about what is good, the redemption of all things. 
 

May we have joy bringing about what is good! 
 

See you in late August! 

Pastor Wendy Covenant Lutheran, Stoughton, WI 
 

A Spotlight on Human Trafficking 
 

Human trafficking, as defined by the U.S. Department of State, refers to sex 
trafficking as well as compelled labor. Human trafficking may include "involuntary 
servitude, slavery or practices similar to slavery, debt bondage, or forced labor." 
 

Human trafficking is the second largest and fastest growing illegal trade in the world, 
depriving millions of their freedom and dignity. Within this vast trade of human lives, 
women and girls account for 70 to 80 percent of all humans trafficked worldwide. 
 

According to the U.S. Department of State, between 12.3 and 27 million people are 
trafficked worldwide at any time. That's approximately the total population (27 
million) of Texas and Louisiana. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes  
estimates the total value of human trafficking to be $32 billion. That's roughly the 
gross domestic product of Guatemala. 
 

Therefore, the ELCA not only attends to ending human trafficking and caring for 
survivors, it also addresses root causes of trafficking, such as poverty, hunger, and 
sexism. You can participate in ending human trafficking and help raise awareness 
about it in your congregation and community! 
 

To learn more and to take action: Human Trafficking - Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (elca.org) 

 

A Note from the Pastor 

https://www.state.gov/policy-issues/human-trafficking/
https://www.unodc.org/
https://www.elca.org/our-work/publicly-engaged-church/justice-for-women/social-issues/human-trafficking
https://www.elca.org/our-work/publicly-engaged-church/justice-for-women/social-issues/human-trafficking
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Council Highlights 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had a very full summer.  

Many activities including our 50th anniversary celebration, graduation 
celebration, new member welcome, mid-year congregational meeting, 
Vacation Bible School – the list goes on and on. 

I want to personally thank all of you that have helped with our many 
activities. I also want to thank Pastor Wendy for her leadership and her love 
and care for our congregation. She will be on a well-deserved vacation for 
the next three weeks. Please keep her in your prayers that she might rest, 
enjoy her time off, be safe, and be renewed.   

Going forward we have opportunities to learn and share information with 
one another as we pursue the study of Civic Life and Faith, our Stewardship 
Drive as we look at “Our Money Story”, a Safe Surrender Listening session 
and of course the beginning of our 2023-2024 Sunday School year. Stay 
tuned for more information about these opportunities. I encourage you to 
take part. 

We will hold another blood drive at Covenant on August 21st. If you are 
able and willing to donate, please sign up at www.redcrossblood.org or the 
Blood Donor app. Our annual “God’s Work Our Hands” event will take 
place September 10th in conjunction with Rally Day. More information 
about service opportunities will be forthcoming. 

May the Peace of God Surround You!  

Deb Oakland, Council President  

http://www.redcrossblood.org
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Notice of: Monday Morning office Meetings 

To avoid any inconvenience, we'd like to inform you of our 

weekly Monday morning meetings in the office. 
  

Monday from 9 -9:30am 
 

If you call early Monday and we don't answer, 

we promise we're not ignoring you!  
 

Prayer Request submission Update 

To submit a Prayer Request: 

Use the paper Prayer Request forms in the Narthex. 
 

Update: Prayer Requests will be read for four weeks, if you 

wish for the name to be read longer please resubmit the 

name to be read for an additional four weeks.  
 

Not receiving the weekly email? 

If you'd like to receive Covenant Weekly Friday Enews emails but are currently 

not able to please click this link to resubscribe: http://eepurl.com/he-nX1 

Members who know of others having this issue please forward this  

communication to those not currently receiving correspondence.  

If you have any questions or need assistance the office is happy to help!  

Preparing to Reorganize Member Mailboxes  
 

Covenant Council is discussing  

updating the member mailboxes with a 

new style of organization. 
 

Please empty your mailbox in 

preparation! 
 

(Name badges can stay and  will be 

moved for you!)  

Updates from the Office 

http://eepurl.com/he-nX1
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You're Invited to the Covenant Museum 

 

 

 

 

THE COVENANT MUSEUM IS OPEN 

The much anticipated Covenant ‘Museum’ is ready  

Big thanks to Mike Hirsch, the Foundation and the Parish Care Team!! 

The Museum door will be unlocked and you are welcome to visit the Covenant 

Museum anytime you’d like!  
 

Please enter through the main doors during office hours, 

or schedule a time to have the lower exterior doors unlocked! 

 

Sunday Worship– Communion Assistants Return! 
 

We have begun Communion in procession again and as you may 

have noticed it takes a few more hands than the ‘Covid Style’ cups.  
 

Can you help with Communion during Worship? 
 

Please let the office know to be on the new schedule! 

Updates from the Office 

Pastoral Coverage and Care in August 
 

 July 31 through August 21 Pastor Wendy will be on vacation. 

We will be happy to connect you with the pastor on call while Pastor Wendy is away! 
 

For pastoral care emergencies:  
 

During office hours M-Th 9am-2:30pm and Fri 9am-1pm: 

contact Amanda at (608) 873-7494. 
 

After hours please contact: 

Deb Oakland, council president at (608) 770-4987. 
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Musician Opportunity 

Covenant Lutheran Church seeks Pianist and/or Organist  
 

Pianist and/or Organist: Covenant Lutheran Church (ELCA), Stoughton, WI, seeks organist/pianist to 

lead liturgy and congregational song at weekly Sunday service and accompany adult vocal choir re-

hearsals on Sunday mornings. Responsibilities include playing for midweek Lenten worship and addi-

tional services during Holy Week and at Christmas. Optional weddings and funerals available for addi-

tional pay.  

The ideal candidate is an organized and collaborative musician who is proficient in piano and/or or-

gan, comfortable in a wide variety of musical styles, and experienced in leading congregational sing-

ing. Familiarity with Lutheran liturgy is desirable but not essential. Other musical and/or artistic talents 

are a plus.  

Attendance at monthly Worship and Music Team meetings is required. A successful candidate must 

be willing to collaborate with pastor, staff, and volunteer musicians. Our focus is to make services in-

viting, clear, and unifying, with the understanding that church music is an offering to support and en-

hance worship, not a performance.  

Additional responsibilities in the areas of children's music ministry, music coordination, and/or arts co-

ordination could be possible, depending on the candidate's skills, interest, and experience.  

Compensation:  

Sundays - $82.12/service  

Midweek Service (Lent/Holy Week, Advent, etc.) - $79.61/service  

Vocal Choir Accompaniment - $161.71/month  

To apply, send resume and cover letter to hr@covluth.org.  

 

Please share this position with your personal networks. 

 

 

Position will remain open until filled; We are most hopeful to receive resumes before July 30, 2023.  
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Volunteer Schedule 

Please let the office know if you are unable to make your scheduled date or  
if you are interested in changing the way you are currently being scheduled.  

 

Amanda is happy to get you on the volunteer schedule as your time allows!  

Volunteer Assignments for August 

Each time you donate your time and talents to Covenant you are part of 
the hands- keeping Covenant and God’s mission, alive.  

 

We are so very grateful for your help! 
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50th Anniversary - Celebration Appreciation 

Thank You for 50 years of Covenant's Ministry 
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50th Anniversary - Opportunity to Help 

'Celebrating 50 years' with a helpful Opportunity 
 

In celebrating Covenant's 50th Anniversary the Stewardship and 50th 

Anniversary Planning Teams and Covenant's Council would like to offer 

a stewardship opportunity to celebrate our 50th anniversary. 
 

Please consider a financial gift that will be shared 50/50 - 50% for use at 

Covenant and 50% shared with the wider Stoughton community through 

donations to START and the Senior Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will have special 50th Anniversary envelopes  

created by Catherine Forde Quint that can be found in the Narthex.  

We hope you will share what has been so generously given to us by God to 

further our ministry at Covenant and with our neighbors. 
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Treasurerôs Report 

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK: 

These Reports are an easy way to share the Church’s financial position giving 

the congregation a simple view of where the church stands on budget and 

expenses while also sharing that same information from the previous year. 

Monthly reports can be found on the bulletin board, in the hallway. 

Treasure’s Report continues on the following page >> 
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I hereby submit the approved treasurer’s reports for the months of May 

and June 2023. As presented at the mid-year Congregational Meeting on 

July 16th, I think we are in decent shape financially although we should 

be mindful of our overall YTD income compared to expenses. At the end 

of June, more has gone out than has come in by approximately $5800. 

We’ll see that gap expand throughout the rest of the year if these trends 

continue but I’m hopeful that with consistent giving Covenant will 

remain in a stable and strong financial position!  

We couldn’t do it without you so THANK YOU. 

Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

Donna Tarpinian, Treasurer 

Treasurerôs Report 
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Education Updates 

VBS: Another year of VBS is on the books. We had a wonderful week of 

the building being full of kids and activity. We set a goal of 30 campers. Due 
to illness we had 29 attend. One of the exciting things for this year was the 
anticipation of activities from last year being done again, some familiar 
songs, and campers being excited to see others returning from last year.  
 

Filling the volunteer positions was something I prayed about whenever I 
would get stressed (and maybe sent and email). In the end, we had so many 
people show up to help out. It was so appreciated. 
 

Thank Yous: This is a message of thank yous to so many people who 

have lent their wisdom, moved out of their comfort zones, and been willing 
to jump in wherever they were needed. 
 

A heartfelt thank you to Merlin Luschen for making a new manager for our 
Baby Jesus. Last Christmas, our manager was holding on with some tape. 
This year we will have a sturdy and size-appropriate bed that Mary would 
approve of.   

To make VBS happen, we needed many, many, many, hands. Thank you: 
For providing a place for the counselors to stay:  Beth & Thor Anderson 
For providing meals:  George & Solveig Carlson, Pastor Wendy, Jonathan 
Morris, Cindy Pietruszynski, Tamerine Westrand, Jane Edwards, and 
Marijo Vols. 
For coordinating food for the counselors and snacks:  Tamerine Westrand 
and Pat Johnson 
For helping with meals and snacks:  Cheryl Schumacher, Amy Andreas, 
Laura Just, Sally Billings, Aiyanna Miller, and Pat Johnson. 
For supporting counselors and campers:  Tamerine Westrand, Cindy 
Pietruszynski, Karen Hanson, Laura Just, Canaan Goborek, Jessica 
Wagner, Ava Wagner, Pastor Wendy, Betty Seamonson, Aiyanna Miller, 
Alicia Speth, Alex Schumacher, Jill Foltz, Amy Andreas, Judy Heil, Chris 
Melland, Cheryl Schumacher, Kathy Andrusz and Dessa Thelen.  
For the cold packs:  Dessa Thelen 
For doing a special presentation about our quilts:  Judy Heil 
For being so flexible and helpful as always:  Amanda 
 

VBS was so much work and would not have been able to 
happen without all of these people being willing to help! 
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Craft and Fellowship Opportunity! 
 

Calling all creatives or anyone who wants to try something creative: 
 

We used to use piggy banks for a ministry. Eventually, we moved away from 
using actual banks, but we have a lot of piggy banks that need new homes.  
 

We are going to have an evening of mod podge to reimagine 
these banks. Participants can choose cloth, tissue paper, 
napkins, some special thin paper you bring, or a combination 
of these choices. We will leave the banks here to dry on a 
grocery bag with your name, and you will bring them home 
once they are dry. 

 

Mod Podge is something that can be easily done by participants of any 
age or skill level. Please join, youôll be glad you did! 

 

Join: August 17
th

 at 6:30pm and help a ‘Piggy’s Dream’ come True! 
 

You can arrive a bit later and still complete a bank.  
Please sign-up to make sure we have enough supplies.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Community through play: 
 

Kids who are at service on August 6th (this is a change from the 13th) are 
invited to spend the usual Sunday School time playing games in the youth 
room. This is a time to build our sense of community and strengthen 
connections among the students. All young people are welcome.  
 

Karla 

Have you ever 

Dreamed of 

beingé 

COLORFUL?! 

 
 

  Pardon? 

https://forms.gle/w9d4fY3haVzZ3UH5A
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Invited to Connect 

Service of Remembrance and Lament 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Service of Support and Encouragement 

 Every Wednesday through August we gather at Covenant at 

6:30 pm for a brief 15-20 minute worship service in response to 

ongoing gun violence in our nation. 
 

Scripture/prayer/candles/silence will center us 

when gun violence throws us out of balance and out of place. 

 We gather to support and encourage one another.  
 

Join, to support neighbors in need!  

Bible Study is on Break 
 

Think of making this a weekly fellowship  

opportunity when we return in September! 
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Invited to Connect 

Covenant Lutheran Lunch Bunch 
 

Join every first Wednesday of the Month at 11:30 am 

Meeting at 11:30 am 

on August 2nd at: 
 

Sugar River Pizza Co., 

in Verona 

We Encourage Everyone to join this Dutch-treat style gathering.  

Contact Ann Nelson or the office for more information! 

Feeding the Hungry 
 

In Search of Volunteers to serve food. 
 

2nd Friday of each month  
from 10:30-1:30,  

at St. Marks in Madison  
(Upcoming dates: Aug. 11, Sept. 8,  

Oct. 13, Nov. 10, Dec. 8) 
 

If you are interested please contact  

the office for more information! 
 

Thank you for your partnership in this Ministry! 
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Invited to Connect 

Holy Cow Food Truck and Music for Ministry 

What? Music will be by Casey and Greg – local acoustical musicians 
performing Irish folk songs and morel PLUS, the Holy Cow food truck will be 
on-site serving pay-what-you-can meals, snacks, and fresh produce on the 
Good Shepherd Madison campus lawn! The COW is a volunteer-operated, 
fully certified food truck run on the generosity of people who visit the truck. 
Whatever amount you can pay, we promise to feed you a good meal! 
 

When? August 7th, 2023, 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM 
 

Where? Good Shepherd Church, 5701 Raymond Road, Madison, WI  
 

Why? To share God's love coming together with food & music.  
 

Plus, any proceeds will be donated to the Madison Area Jail Ministry. 
Not fully familiar with and would like to learn what the Madison Area Jail 
Ministry uniquely does in serving those often forgotten or overlooked who 
are incarcerated in Dane County Jail AND those recently released from Dane 
County Jail? 
Would you like to find out about opportunities to volunteer with the Madison 
Area Jail Ministry either inside the Dane County Jail OR outside the jail? 
 

Chaplin Todd and I will be present to chat with you and answer any questions 
that you may have about the jail ministry or about volunteering with the 
Madison Area Jail Ministry Volunteer Action Partners who serve as God’s 
hands and feet of the Madison Area Jail Ministry.  
 

If you are already familiar with the Madison Area Jail Ministry but would like 
to enjoy good food and good music, we invite you to join us at Good Shepherd 
August 7th, 2023.  Thank you for our consideration! 
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Invited to Connect 

Covenant Lutheran Hymn Sing 

Join August 13th for a History Based Hymn Sing!  

Suggestions have been taken and incorporated into the service! 

Will you join our meeting this month? 

August 21st at 6:30 pm 

by Zoom or at the Church 

 

Scan the QR code or click Here to join the meeting virtually! 

Link also available on our webpage! 

Covenant Social Action Committee 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83228737467?pwd=cDZ3L1NSME5HaTZZREJnVEFGaFp4Zz09
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Ways to be a Blessing 

For appointments call: 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit  

RedCrossBlood.Org and enter Sponsor code: CovenantStoughton. 

To save 15minutes using Rapid Pass visit:  

RedCrossBlood.Org/RapidPass 
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Invited to Connect 

Youôre Invited - Save the Date! 

Social Action Opportunity 

 

You're Invited!! Please Save the Date and plan to attend: 

Fall Study on Civic Life & Faith 
 

Thursday, September 14, 21 and 28 

6:30p-8p in the Cinema Room & Fellowship Hall 
 

Yes, we can talk religion and politics!  

Join to learn more and to answer some fundamental questions: 
 

•How is God’s invite to discipleship lived out in a democracy? 

•What are Lutheran views on civic life? 

•How do we ‘go in peace to love & serve the Lord’ in civic life? 
 

Sign up here today or by contacting Chris Melland. 
 

Thank you for your participation! 

https://forms.gle/iYtU4jjZ5AqZrq8p8
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Invited to Connect 

A special invitation to You, we would LOVE to have you join! 

In preparation for a September gathering, feel free to read: 

Covenant Book Group - September 2023 

The Nightingale 

By Kristin Hannah 

Described as a New York Times #1 Bestseller and  

‘an unforgettable novel of love and strength in the face of warô  

this book tells the story of heroinism, sacrifice and strength. 

Join: September 14th at 1pm  

in the Gateway Room 



21 Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren St., Stoughton, WI 53589 

 

 

Ways to be a Blessing 

Suicide Prevention Opportunity 
If we all do our part, people can feel safer and more supported. 
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Invited to Connect 

Only Leave Should Fall by Safe Communities 
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Invited to Connect 
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Ways to be a Blessing 

Hospitality Sign Up in the Narthex! 
 

Gathering for light refreshments, Growing from connection and 

conversation and taking time to replenish our light before we Go out 

again into the world to do Good Work for our Lord!  

Sunday Hospitality is a Group Effort! 

There is a sign-up in the Narthex. Choose to provide 

 set-up, refreshments and clean-up any Sunday you choose.  
 

Coffee will always be served even on those Sundays no one has signed 

up to bring refreshments. Many thanks to all the helping hands! 

Covenant Volunteer Opportunities 

Looking for Stress Free way to  

Get Involved at Covenant Lutheran Church? 
 

We have opportunities for you!! 
 

Is it a weekly, monthly or seldom commitment  

you are looking for? We have many ways to get involved! 
 

Sunday Worship Service Assistants, Weekday Service Prep,  

Church Committees, Education Assistants,  

Sunday Greeters & Much More! 
 

Contact the office if you’re interested in information  

on our current Volunteer Opportunities! 
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The Clothing Center is extremely appreciative for the partnership with 

Covenant as they work to serve a need in our community day after day, 

creating a safe, generous and loving environment.  
 

Together we can build a Supportive and Safe Community! 

Stoughton Clothing Center helps! 

It's hard to believe that the new school year is 
just around the corner. Back to School is one of the busiest times of the 

year at the Stoughton Clothing Center.  
 

The Center has a great need for children's clothing in sizes baby 
through size 16/18 for both boys and girls. If you have clean, gently 
used children's clothing that no longer fits your kiddo's, the Clothing 

Center would be delighted to get those items into the hands of families 
who would put them to good use.  

 

Small donations of a few tops or bottoms are appreciated and helpful!  
No young children around, but still want to help? Consider a monetary 
donation. Our savvy shoppers scour garage and online sales to help fill 
our racks, and we keep our eye on the dollar racks at Walmart and other 

discount stores for deals.  
 

Everyone is welcome at the Stoughton Clothing Center, and everything 
is free. Donations are accepted during our regular hours, which can be 

found on a Google Document here, and on our website 
(www.stoughtonclothingcenter.com).  

 

We are also open by appointment via email 
at contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com  

or message us through our Facebook page The Clothing Center.  
 

The Stoughton Clothing Center is located at the back entrance of 

Covenant Lutheran Church.  

Typical weekly hours are Tuesdays 10am - 2pm, Wednesdays, Fridays 

and Saturdays from 10am – noon, and Thursdays from 10am – 5pm.  

Ways to be a Blessing 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17iRtvYhXRyPXcb2bdVtCo0yFHn1Y_beJ1-HP-My_bNw/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:contact@stoughtonclothingcenter.com
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Stoughton's Lunches for Vikings Needs YOU! 
 

Lunches for Vikings is a volunteer-led program that offers free brown 

bag lunches to kids through 12th grade in the Stoughton Area School 

District who no longer have access to a free or reduced cost lunch at 

school during summer break.  
 

There is still time to help through September 1st! 
 

Check the signup for opportunities below. 

Sign up to volunteer at: https://www.volunteersignup.org/MRWC9 
 

Below is a description of the volunteer opportunities.  

Please take a few minutes to check out our website 

lunchesforvikings.com. 
 

Food Prep: Volunteers make sandwiches and get lunches ready for 

distribution.  

All volunteers must be over the age of 16, unless preapproved by the 

coordinator. 
 

Lunch Distribution: Volunteers will meet at the Stoughton Youth Center, assist in 

loading the lunches and drive the lunches to three sites to distribute them to 

children. Volunteers must be friendly and exhibit leadership qualities. 

Transportation to and from the distribution site is needed. Weather appropriate 

clothing is highly recommended.  
 

ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST BE OVER 18 AND  

NOT A STUDENT TO DISTRIBUTE LUNCHES.   

 

 

 

If interested or have questions please contact AnnMarie Oakland at 

lunchesforvikings@gmail.com or 608-347-7521. 

Ways to be a Blessing 

https://www.volunteersignup.org/MRWC9
http://lunchesforvikings.com/
http://lunchesforvikings.com/
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Ways to be a Blessing 

Looking for a way to volunteering but not sure when or how?  

ATP is looking for volunteer drivers!! 

Mileage reimbursement of 65.5 cents per mile driven, no commitment. Just 

helping those in need– one trip at a time! 

Affordable Transportation Program 

S.T.A.R.T. Stoughton Area resource Team 

Supporting Stoughtonôs Community every step of the way. 
Dignity Drives provide items to those unable to acquire them by their own means.  

Whether homeless or living below the 

poverty level everyone needs essentials and 

START is here to provide that comfort, 

dignity and safe space for those in need in 

our community. Can You Help? 

Donate underwear and Period products to S.T.A.R.T. today at: 

135 W Main St, Suite 102 Stoughton, WI 53589 

They can be reached at: 608-577-5650  

Schedule and more info at: http://www.startstoughton.org/basicneedsdrive 
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Ways to be a Blessing 

Eggs Cartons Needed at St. Vincent De Paul 

Please drop off your gently used egg cartons at our St Vincent's! 
 

We use egg cartons to sort our purchases and donated eggs to distribute 
to families through our charitable Food Pantry. 

 
Currently, we have none on hand, and so our egg supply  

(some wonderful farm fresh eggs)  
are stuck on our cooler, unable to be distributed.  

 
If you have any egg cartons, please feel free to drop them off at the 

Service Center or a store location near you! 
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Guns to Gardens 

 

My Journey in Response to Gun Violence 
Submitted by George Carlson 

I recall the shooting at the Columbine High School in April 1999 as the first 

mass shooting that impacted me. According to an article dated March 30, 2023, 

in The Edvocate, “Since that day, there have been a total of 376 documented 

incidents of gun violence in schools across the United States.” (https://

www.theedadvocate.org/there-have-been-376-school-shootings-since-

columbine/) 

While I lamented many of those shootings when I heard about them, I had done 

nothing more than pray and shake my head in dismay until 2022. A retired pastor 

friend, Rev. Jeff Wild, told me about a Guns to Garden event to be held at 

Midvale Community Lutheran Church in Madison in early June 2022 and asked 

if I would be interested in helping. I agreed to help as a greeter, welcoming 

people as they entered the parking lot in their vehicles, asking if they had a 

firearm they wished to dispose of, asking if it was unloaded, asking if there was 

any ammunition in the vehicle. I then directed them to the next station. Rev. 

Jerry Tews, another volunteer I and many of you know, used a chop saw to 

dismantle the guns; the pieces would be used by Jeff Wild to make garden tools. 

I recall that around 30 firearms were brought that day, including 2 semi-

automatic weapons. 

That experience led me to explore other ways I might make a difference. In 

March, Linda Muller, Pastor Wendy, Solveig and I participated in an Action 

Circle sponsored by Presbyterian Peace Fellowship Gun Violence Prevention 

team. We learned a lot, including how to host a Guns to Garden event if 

Covenant or another organization wished to sponsor one. You can learn more at 

https://www.presbypeacefellowship.org/gun-violence/. 

I know many people who own firearms. I know many, including relatives, who 

enjoy hunting. I have a brother and brother-in-law that are into trap shooting. I 

wondered why anyone would decide to voluntarily want their own gun 

dismantled and made useless? Presbyterian Peace Fellowship helped me 

understand that people do so for a variety of reasons. People have said…: 

https://www.theedadvocate.org/there-have-been-376-school-shootings-since-columbine/
https://www.theedadvocate.org/there-have-been-376-school-shootings-since-columbine/
https://www.theedadvocate.org/there-have-been-376-school-shootings-since-columbine/
https://www.presbypeacefellowship.org/gun-violence/
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Õ I am unable to properly store the gun. 

Õ I am concerned a child will get hold of the gun. 

Õ I inherited the gun and don’t want it. 

Õ I am concerned the gun will be used against me. 

Õ I personally had or know someone who had a bad experience with a 

firearm(s). (NOTE: A woman brought a handgun to Midvale June 10 this 

year that her father used to take his own life.) 

Õ I am afraid of theft or that the gun might get into wrong hands. 

Õ I don’t what my gun to be used for harm. 

Õ I am afraid a loved one will harm themselves. 

I decided to volunteer again at Midvale on June 10 this year. Revs. Jeff Wild 

and Jerry Tews and other volunteers did much that day. I share some pictures 

that Lynn Tews emailed to me.  

After the school shooting on March 27 this year in Tennessee that killed 3 

students and 3 teachers, I felt a need to gather with other to remember and 

lament that and other tragic incidents. Beginning May 10, Covenant has offered 

a brief Service of Remembrance and Lament. If 4 or more are killed in a single 

incident we read the names of those killed, light a candle, and toll the church 

bell. Some weeks we’ve read no names; one week we read 14 names. I track 

gun violence incidents each week using https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/

reports/mass-shooting. Mass shootings nearly always make the news but I have 

learned that most gun violence incidents take 1 or 2 lives. I have tracked deaths 

by gun from May 1 through July 2. I’ve learned that 3,282 of our fellow 

citizens died of gun violence those nine weeks; that’s an average of 365 people 

killed due to gun violence each week, people created in God’s image. 

That’s why I remember and lament. I appreciate the Wednesday evening service 
where I can gather with others for mutual support and encouragement. And I 
wonder what else I can do? What’s next for me? I welcome your thoughts, your 
counsel, your prayers. I welcome a conversation with you.  

Guns to Gardens 

https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/reports/mass-shooting
https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/reports/mass-shooting
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Guns to Gardens National Buyback cooperative engages gun violence prevention by 

adapting the buyback model to use disabled gun parts for community healing and 

further engagement through the making of garden tools, art, jewelry, and other items 

that help us imagine and act into life giving neighborhoods.  

Rev. Jerry Tews and Rev. Bruce Lowenhagen disassembling firearms. 

Gun barrel ready to be dismantled  Disassembling gun barrel with chop saw 

Guns to Gardens 
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Gardens tool created by Rev. Jeff Wild  

Handles turned by Rev. Jerry Tews 

Chop saw cutting up a gun barrel      Hand gun surrendered, ready to be dismantled 

Gun pieces ready to become garden tools Gun stocks for tool handles? 

An ancient calling… Isaiah 2:4 

Guns to Gardens 
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Gratitude 

Thank you to our Members, Volunteers, Friends, 

Neighbors, Musicians, Pastor and Staff! 
 

Covenant Lutheran Church survives on the  

dedication & love you share! 
 

This community is better because of you.  
 

Blessings to you as you continue to bless others. 

May Godôs Grace and Love Surround you always! 



34 Covenant Lutheran Church, 1525 N. Van Buren St., Stoughton, WI 53589 

 

 

Gratitude 

Members and Friends who have chosen for their Thrivent Choice 

Dollars to come to Covenant this month include: 

Allen and Julie Anderson 

We are grateful for the financial support and you believing in 

Covenant as you dedicate funds to organizations you trust to share 

your gifts locally and with the world. 
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Gratitude 

Looking for a way to volunteering but not sure when or how?  

ATP is looking for volunteer drivers!! 

Mileage reimbursement of 65.5 cents per mile driven, no 

commitment. Just helping those in need– one trip at a time! 

Contact: Richard at  608-873-6112 or rwhoffman64@yahoo.com 

Affordable Transportation Program 
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Gratitude 

City of Stoughton Food Pantry 
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Gratitude 

Stoughton Resettlement Program 

Just a few ways you can make an impact for Resettlement Families: 
 
 

5ƛǊŜŎǘ tŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ aŀƪŜ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ {ǘƻǳƎƘǘƻƴ ¦ǝƭƛǝŜǎ Ҍ !ƭƭƛŀƴǘ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ōƛƭƭǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦǊŜŜǎ ǳǇ 

{w!t ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΦ 
 

{ǘŀǊǘ ŀ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ [ŜƳƻƴŀŘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘΚ 

IŀƴŘƳŀŘŜ DƻƻŘǎ !ǳŎǝƻƴΚ ! ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ {ŀƭŜǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘΚ Lǘ ŀŘŘǎ ǳǇΗ 
 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ¢ƛƳŜ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎ ǿŀȅǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƘŜƭǇΗ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǝƴƎΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƴƎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƭǎΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎΣ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀΣ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƭƛƊƛƴƎΧ 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴΦ 
 

DƛƊ /ŀǊŘǎ IŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΚ tǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƎƛƊ ŎŀǊŘǎ όƭƛƪŜ ŦƻǊ ƎŀǎΣ ŦƻƻŘΣ ƘŀƛǊŎǳǘΣ ǎƘƻŜǎκŎƭƻǘƘŜǎύ ǘƻ 

ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƭŜƊ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦ 
 

9ƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ aŀǘŎƘ /ƘŜŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀǘŎƘ ƎƛƊǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ рлмόŎύόоύ ƴƻƴ-ǇǊƻŬǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ǘƻ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛƊΗ 
 

{ǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŀ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ κ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜƊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǘƻ ƴƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ 

ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƎƛƊǎ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ tƭŀƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜΦ ! ŎŀƪŜΣ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎΣ ƎƛƊόǎύΣ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦŜŜƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǝƳŜΦ 
 

CŀƳƛƭȅ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ /ƘŜŎƪ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƳ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇΦ 
 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ bƻǘŜǎ ²ǊƛǘŜ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘƻǳƎƘǘƻƴ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜƳΦ LƴŎƭǳŘŜ 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ōȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪΦ 
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Gratitude 
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Gratitude 
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Gratitude 
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The Promise - August 2023 

 

The monthly newsletter of Covenant Lutheran Church—ELCA 
 
Covenant Lutheran Church 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
 
Phone: (608) 873-7494  
Email: covlutheran@covluth.org 
Website: www.covluth.org 
 
 
 
 

 
Like us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  

The next issue of ñThe Promiseò isnôt promised, please let the office know of your preference. .  

When necessary please submit your publication here or to covlutheran@covluth.org.  

Thank you!  

Covenant Lutheran Church 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
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