
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People of Covenant are called to: 

Gather, Grow and Go Serve 

…With God’s Love! 

 

 We celebrate gathering together this second 

Sunday after Epiphany,  

as we Appreciate Michelle Osterhaus! 

As always, all are WELCOME here! 

January 14, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 

 



 

 

Welcome Thank you for joining us for Worship today! 
 

 

WORSHIP ORDER – Sunday, January 14, 2024 – 9:30 a.m. 
Congregation participation in bold in bulletin 

ELW=Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymn Book, 

NFC=Now the Feast and Celebration- Insert by Marty Haugen 

*=please stand as you are able 
 

GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness NFC page 2 
 

If we say we have no sin we deceived ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

Let us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised 

to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, have mercy on us.  

We confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not trusted you with our whole heart; we have not loved one 

another in deed and in truth. In your compassion forgive our sin and so 

uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of 

life through Jesus Christ our light and our truth. Amen 
 

With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in 

love, forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus 

Christ. Thanks be to God! 
 

Children’s Time 
 

*Gathering Hymn  Gather Us In ELW 532 
 

Greeting 
 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

*Hymn of Praise  Now the Feast NFC page 4 



 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness 

and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that 

we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

Reading Samuel 3: 1-10 
 

A reading from Samuel, the third chapter. 
 

1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of 

the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 2At that time 

Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was 

lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 

was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4Then 

the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to 

Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie 

down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The Lord called again, “Samuel!” 

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 

But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not 

yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to 

him. 8The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went 

to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that 

the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; 

and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is 

listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10Now the Lord  

came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel 

said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Covenant Bell Choir Be Thou My Vision Info in Announcements 
 

Responsive Reading Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18 
 

A responsive reading from Psalm 139. 
 

1Lord, you have searched me out; O Lord, you have known me. 
 



 

 

2You know my sitting down and my rising up; 

you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 

3You trace my journeys and my resting-places 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 

4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 

but you, O Lord, know it altogether.  
 

5You encompass me, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
 

6Such knowledge is too wonder- ful for me; 

it is so high that I cannot at- tain to it. 
 

13For you yourself created my  inmost parts; 

you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
 

14I will thank you because I am mar- velously made; 

your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 
 

15My body was not hid- den from you,  

while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 
 

16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;  

all of them were written in your book; 

my days were fashioned before they came to be. 
 

17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! How great is the sum of them! 
18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 

to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Verse NFC page 8 
 

Gospel John 1: 43-51 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the first chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 

him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 

and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him 

about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of 

Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come 

out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw 



 

 

Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in 

whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to 

know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 

called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are 

the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you 

that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 

these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 

opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 

Man.” The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon Pastor Wendy Moen 
 

*Hymn of the Day Shepherd Me, O God ELW 780 
 

Presentation of Bibles 
 

Receive this Bible. Hear God’s word with us. Learn and tell its stories. 

Discover its mysteries. Honor its commandments. Rejoice in its good news. 

May God’s life-giving word inspire you and make you wise. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers 

for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Encourage the ministry and mission of the church, God of truth. Let the 

leaders of your church be trustworthy and accountable stewards, that all its 

resources and outreach bring hope and healing to communities. God of 

grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Delight in the goodness of your creation, God of fig trees and fertile soil. 

Heal areas of the world harmed by human greed. Restore those recovering 

from natural disaster. Protect our forests and waterways and all the creatures 

that live in them. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Call the leaders of every neighborhood and nation to serve faithfully, God 

of wisdom. Give them visions of justice and unity. Lead them to action that 

promotes equitable partnership and uplifts those on the margins of society. 

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 



 

 

Hold in your care any who suffer and struggle, God of compassion. You 

who know our inner hearts, be present with any who are oppressed, victims 

of racism or cultural bias, and all who long for respite or restoration 

especially Scott, Theresa, Julia, Chuck, David, Ann, Jeff, Suzanne and those 

we name out loud or silently in our hearts. God of grace,  

receive our prayer. 
 

Give this congregation the anticipation and excitement of Samuel, so 

inspired and empowered to do your work in the world, God of unity. Make 

us faithful as we build communities of inclusion and mutual care. God of 

grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Trusting God who raised Jesus and will also raise us in spirit and truth, we 

remember all who have died and are at peace among the saints especially 

the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. whose faithful advocacy for peace and 

justice continues to embolden the church. God of grace, receive our 

prayer. 
 

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the 

silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

Let us share a sign of peace safely with one another. 
 

Announcements 
 

*Offering Hymn As the Grains of Wheat NFC page 10 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Merciful God,  
 

everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully release 

what you have entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole 

lives returned to you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all creation, 

through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

 



 

 

Liturgy of Holy Communion 
 

Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them to the Lord! 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 

of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy  NFC page 11 
 

Holy God, mighty Lord: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. You 

have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your 

glory.  
 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise 

to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of 

the prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who 

proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was obedient to your will, 

even to giving his life.   

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.   

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes.  
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.   



 

 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord 

offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his 

coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast. Amen. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body 

and blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance 

with all your saints in light. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he 

comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Creator, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 

from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

All people are called to Christ’s table. Let us eat and drink what is good. 

Communion Hymns Lamb of God NFC page 14 
 

 Calm to the Waves ELW 794 
 

 In the Singing ELW 466 
 

 By Your Hand You Feed Your People ELW 469 
 

Post Communion Blessing 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace. Amen  
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received 



 

 

at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the 

world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Dear friends: United with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, 

anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are joined in God’s mission for 

the life of the world. We are called to that mission in our daily lives and in 

the ministries, we share as the church of God. 
 

Recognition upon Completion of Service for Michelle Osterhaus 
 

Today it is our privilege to give thanks for Michelle Osterhaus who is 

completing 18 years of service in the ministry of music within this 

congregation. 
 

Appreciations and Presentation of Gifts 
 

Let us pray. Almighty God, your Holy Spirit equips the church with a rich 

variety of gifts. We give thanks for the ways these gifts have been shown 

forth among us through your servant, Michelle. We are especially grateful 

for the years of accompanying our Saturday evening worship, learning to 

play the organ, accompaniment of the choir and an easy, shared, 

collaborative music ministry for our community. We praise you for shared 

joys and accomplishments, and we commend her to you to use in new and 

glorious ways in our midst in the future. Grant that we may continue to bear 

witness to Christ in lives that are built on faith and love; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed 

☩ bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen. 
 

*Sending Hymn Have You Thanked the Lord ELW 829 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Share the harvest. Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

 

Announcements: 
 

 With Worship today we Appreciate Michelle Osterhaus’s Music Ministry at Covenant! 

 Social Action meets January 15th - work on inclusion here at Covenant with them 

 Movie Night in the Cinema- Jan 19th 6pm Join for The Adventures of Milo and Otis  

 Budget Listening Session Scheduled for Jan 21st join to hear the hard work discussed for 2024 

 The American Red Cross reports major blood shortages- Give Blood at Covenant Jan 22nd 

 Annual Congregational Meeting planned for Jan 28th Member voting required & appreciated! 

 Lunch Bunch- 1st Wed of the Month at 11:30am Feb 7th Join at BBJack’s in Cottage Grove 

 Join Book Group Feb 8th Book Title to be announced Meeting at 1pm in Gateway room 

 Looking for a winter hobby? Join Blanket Makers Tues Mornings 8-Noon, they’ll teach you! 

 Bible Study Returns later this month Wed Evenings in the Gateway Room- More info to come 

 Thank you to our Bell Choir Members: Susan Diebold, Lars Forde, Dianne Johnson, Doug 

Johnson, Judy Luschen, Marcie Mahuta, Sue Richards, Lisa Stout, Donna Tarpinian, Robin 

Wendt, Scott Wendt, director Meghan Proper, for offering Be Thou My Vision Traditional, arr. 

Kyle Webber! 
 

Care to contribute to our Church and ministries?  

Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving.  
 Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’! 
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WORSHIP NOTES 
Pastor: Pastor Wendy Moen; Assistant Minister: Karla Cornell-Wevley; 

Lector: Jacob Kettner, Gwen Speth; Organist/Pianist: Meghann Proper, Michelle 

Osterhaus;Greeters: Gloria Carpenter, Cynthia Liddle; Ushers: Norm and Jean Sime, 

Mark Seamonson and Tom Christian; Sound/projection: John and Jude Surrell;  

Altar Guild: Jack and Eileen Nelson; Communion Prep: Christy Unzicker;  

Communion Worship Assistants: Ann Nelson, Christy Unzicker; 

Altar Flowers: Given by Carol Swangstu in Celebration of her Birthday!! 

Covenant Lutheran Church 

1525 N. Van Buren St. 

Stoughton, WI 53589 

(608) 873-7494 

Email: 

covlutheran@covluth.org 

Website:  www.covluth.org 

Pastor Wendy Moen 

240-506-1388 cell 

Email: 

PastorWendyMoen 

@covluth.org 
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