Covenant Lutheran Church, ELCA

We welcome you to Worship this Sunday!

March 9, 2025 at 9:30 a.m.

The People of Covenant are called to:

Gather, Grow and Go Serve

...With God’s Love!



Welcome Thank you for joining us for Worship today!

WORSHIP ORDER - Sunday, March 9, 2025 - 9:30 a.m.
Congregation participation in bold in bulletin.

ELW=Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymn Book, ACS= All Creation Sings Hymnal
and Marty Haugen Holden Prayer.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Land Acknowledgment
Covenant Lutheran Church acknowledges and honors the Indigenous
Peoples and their ancestral homelands on which we gather. We stand
on stolen ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and the many other
Indigenous Nations that have been historical occupants here. We
respect Native Americans as caretakers of this land and Mother Earth.
We strive to emulate the stewardship they first demonstrated. We
embrace Indigenous People in love and gratitude. May we always seek
a greater understanding of the Native community and their history as a
whole as we aspire to work in meaningful partnership.

Welcome and Children’s Time
Service of Light and Morning Hymn Holden p. 2
Morning Thanksgiving and Psalm 141 Holden p. 3

Psalm Prayer
May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your
presence surround and fill us, so that in union with all creation, we
might sing your praise and your love in our lives. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought
them to the promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son,
we may walk safely through the wilderness of this world toward the
life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

First Reading Deuteronomy 26:1-11
A reading from Deuteronomy, the twenty sixth chapter.

1 “When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving
you as an inheritance to possess and you possess it and settle in

it, 2you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which
you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you
shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God will
choose as a dwelling for his name. 3 You shall go to the priest who is in
office at that time and say to him, ‘Today | declare to the Lord your
God that | have come into the land that the Lord swore to our
ancestors to give us.” *When the priest takes the basket from your
hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, ° you shall
make this response before the Lord your God: ‘A wandering Aramean
was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien,
few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and
populous. ® When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by
imposing hard labor on us, “ we cried to the Lord, the God of our
ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and
our oppression. 8The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand
and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with
signs and wonders; °and he brought us into this place and gave us this
land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 1°So now | bring the first of
the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me.” You shall set it
down before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your
God. ' Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside
among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God
has given to you and to your house.” The word of the Lord, Thanks be
to God.

Musical Offering Daughter of a King Brooke & Jack



Psalm Reading Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
A responsive reading from Psalm ninety-one.

You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the
shadow of the Almighty,

2will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress;
my God, in whom | trust."

9Because you have made the LORD your refuge, the Most High your
dwelling place,

%o evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent.

1For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all
your ways.

120n their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.

13You will tread on the lion and the adder, the young lion and the
serpent you will trample under foot.

14Those who love me, | will deliver;
I will protect those who know my name.

1>When they call to me, | will answer them; | will be with them in
trouble, | will rescue them and honor them.

18With long life | will satisfy them, and show them my salvation.

Second Reading Romans 10:8b-13
A reading from Romans, the tenth chapter.

8 “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”, ° because if
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. ° For one
believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses
with the mouth, leading to salvation. ! The scripture says, “No one
who believes in him will be put to shame.” 1?2 For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to
all who call on him. 3 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.” The word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.



Gospel Luke 4:1-13
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the fourth chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

!Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by
the Spirit in the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tested by the
devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over
he was famished. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4 Jesus answered him,
“It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.”” > Then the devil led
him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world.

® And the devil said to him, “To you | will give all this authority and their
glory, for it has been given over to me, and | give it to anyone | please.
’If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” & Jesus answered
him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.””
9Then the devil led him to Jerusalem and placed him on the pinnacle of
the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down from here, 1°for it is written, ‘He will command his angels
concerning you, to protect you,” *and ‘On their hands they will bear
you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ” 12 Jesus
answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.””
13When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until
an opportune time. The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Wendy Moen
Hymn of the Day Holy Woman, Graceful Giver ACS 1001
Litany and Prayers Holden p. 8

Confession and Forgiveness
Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s
abiding love. Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,
you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you



and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion

you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality
you grant to all people.

We oppress others,

even though you have set us free again and again.

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives

and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to

welcome the wandering ones home. In *F Christ your sins are forgiven.
You have a place in God’s house forever. Amen.

Exchange of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Let us share a sign of peace safely with one another.

Announcements

Offering Prayer
Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening
your heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love,
deepen our commitment to sharing those treasures with others,
through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Liturgy of Holy Communion and Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.



It is right to give our thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

Communion Hymns Lamb of God ELW 336
What A Fellowship, What A Joy Divine ELW 774
Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471

Post Communion Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion
Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new.
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Blessing Holy Communion to be taken to homebound members

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As
you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist us in this
ministry on which we are sent forth. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those to whom we bring this sacrament, that through the

body and blood of your Son we all may know the comfort of your
abiding presence. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing On the Day We Are Together Again

Sending Hymn Bless Now, O God, the Journey ELW 326

Dismissal

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God.

Care to contribute to our Church and ministries?
Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving.
Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’!
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Announcements:

Easter Flower Order Thank you! Flowers available for pick up April 20 after Easter Worship
Lenten Wednesday Worship Mar 12,19,26 April 2,9 at 6:30pm followed by Lenten Study:
Where is Christ Today? At 7pm (Regular 5:30 Wed Bible Study is not meeting during Lent.)
Book Group 2" Thursdays at 1pm -March 13 discussing Settlin’ by Muriel Simms- Join
Feeding the Hungry- 2nd Fri of the month- March 14 10:30a-1:30p at St. Marks in Madison
Covenant Women'’s Breakfast March 15 9-10:30am Join for a heart full of love & laughter
Social Action Team meets each 3™ Monday, Join March 17 at 630pm in the Gateway Room
Lunch Bunch meets the 15t Wed of each month April 2 11:30 The Night Owl in Evansville
Book Group 2" Thur at 1pm April 10 book and gathering location information to come
Feeding the Hungry 2nd Fri of the month- April 11 10:30a-1:30p at St. Marks in Madison
Join for 1t Communion Celebration and Maundy Thursday Worship April 17 at 6:30pm
Everyone is invited to Worship and Covenant! April 18 is Good Friday Worship at 6:30pm
Easter Sunday is April 20, Join for a snacks and a Children’s Egg Hunt before Worship

The office will be closed April 21 — May you enjoy this holiday in safety and peace!

Social Action Team meets each 3™ Monday, Join April 21 at 630pm in the Gateway Room
‘Hospitality Bags’ and ‘Sew at Home Bags’ by main doors- Take what you can help with
Questions? Or looking for other opportunities to serve or gather? Ask the Pastor or office!

WORSHIP NOTES

Pastor: Pastor Wendy Moen; Acolyte: Ronnie Stensrud;

Greeters: Rhetta and Sam Smith; Assistant Minister and Lector: Sunday School;
Communion Assistants: Rhetta and Sam Smith;

Organist/Pianist/Soloist: Meghann Proper; Guitarist: Forrest Evans;

Ushers: Norm and Jean Sime, Carol Pritchard;

Sound/projection: Jude Surrell;

Altar Guild: Cynthia Liddle; Communion Prep: Philayne and Tom Chose;

Altar Flowers: On break for the Lenten Season.

Covenant Lutheran Church
1525 N. Van Buren St.
Stoughton, WI 53589

(608) 873-7494

Email:
coviutheran@covluth.org
Website: www.covluth.org

Email:
PastorWendyMoen
@covluth.org

Pastor Wendy Moen
240-506-1388 cell




