Covenant Lutheran Church, ELCA

We welcome you to Worship this Sunday!

April 6, 2025 at 9:30 a.m.

The People of Covenant are called to:

Gather, Grow and Go Serve

...With God’s Love!



Welcome Thank you for joining us for Worship today!

WORSHIP ORDER - Sunday, April 6, 2025 —9:30 a.m.
Congregation participation in bold in bulletin.

ELW=Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymn Book, and Marty Haugen Holden Prayer.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Land Acknowledgment
Covenant Lutheran Church acknowledges and honors the Indigenous
Peoples and their ancestral homelands on which we gather. We stand
on stolen ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and the many other
Indigenous Nations that have been historical occupants here. We
respect Native Americans as caretakers of this land and Mother Earth.
We strive to emulate the stewardship they first demonstrated. We
embrace Indigenous People in love and gratitude. May we always seek
a greater understanding of the Native community and their history as a
whole as we aspire to work in meaningful partnership.

Welcome and Children’s Time
Service of Light and Morning Hymn Holden p. 2
Morning Thanksgiving and Psalm 141 Holden p. 3

Psalm Prayer

May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your
presence surround and fill us, so that in union with all creation, we
might sing your praise and your love in our lives. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace
waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new
thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of
your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

First Reading Isaiah 43:16-21
A reading from Isaiah, the forty third chapter.

16 Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty
waters, ” who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie
down; they cannot rise; they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:

18 Do not remember the former things or consider the things of old.

191 am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth; do you not
perceive it? | will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.
20The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches,

for | give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to
my chosen people, ? the people whom | formed for myself so that they
might declare my praise. The word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.

Psalm Reading Psalm 126
A responsive reading from Psalm one hundred and twenty six.

"When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those
who dream.

2Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts
of joy; then it was said among the nations, "The LORD has done great
things for them."

3The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.
“Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the Negeb.
>May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.

*Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come
home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.

Second Reading Philippians 3:4b-14
A reading from second Philippians, the third chapter.

Paul writes: *° If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, |
have more: > circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the



law, a Pharisee; ® as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless. ’ Yet whatever gains | had,
these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than that,
| regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things,
and | regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ ®and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from
the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness
from God based on faith. °| want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in
his death, ! if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.
12Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the
goal, but | press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of
me. 33 Brothers and sisters, | do not consider that | have laid hold of it,
but one thing | have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, 1*| press on toward the goal,
toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. The word
of the Lord, Thanks be to God.

Gospel John 12:1-8
The Holy Gospel according to John, the twelfth chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

1 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. > There they gave a dinner
for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with
him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard,
anointed Jesus’s feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was
filled with the fragrance of the perfume. # But Judas Iscariot, one of his
disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, > “Why was this
perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to
the poor?” ®(He said this not because he cared about the poor but
because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal
what was put into it.) 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so
that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8 You always have the



poor with you, but you do not always have me.” The Gospel of the
Lord, Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Wendy Moen
Hymn of the Day Holy Woman, Graceful Giver ACS 1002

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Litany and Prayers Holden p. 8

Exchange of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Let us share a sign of peace safely with one another.
Announcements

Offering Prayer
Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening
your heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love,
deepen our commitment to sharing those treasures with others,
through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Liturgy of Holy Communion and Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts!

We lift them to the Lord!

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

Communion Hymns Lamb of God ELW 336

In the Singing ELW 466
Take My Life, That | May Be ELW 685



Post Communion Blessing

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new.
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that
your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, in the name
of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sending Holy Communion to Home/Hospital/Care Facility

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As
you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist us in this
ministry on which we are sent forth. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those to whom we bring this sacrament, that through the
body and blood of your Son we all may know the comfort of your
abiding presence. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing Holden p. 9
Sending Hymn My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less ELW 597

Dismissal
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. Thanks be to God.

Care to contribute to our Church and ministries?
Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving.
Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’!
(Electronic donations from a debit/credit card now accepted.)
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Announcements:

Easter Flower Order Thank you! Flowers available for pick up April 20 after Easter Worship
Wednesday Worship April 9 at 6:30pm followed by Lenten Study: Where is Christ Today?
Book Group 2nd Thur at 1pm April 10 discussing Alice’s Tulips by Sandra Dallas in Gateway
Feed our Souls- the 2nd Fri of the month- April 11 10:30a-1:30p at St. Marks in Madison
Covenant Women’s Coffee April 12 9-10:30am Join for a heart full of love & laughter

Special Congregational Meeting April 13 after Worship, see office or email for info, please join
Social Action Team meeting the 2nd Monday in April 14 at 630pm in the Gateway Room

Join for 1°* Communion Celebration and Maundy Thursday Worship April 17 at 6:30pm
Everyone is invited to Worship and Covenant! April 18 is Good Friday Worship at 6:30pm
Easter Sunday is April 20, Join for a small breakfast and a Children’s Egg Hunt before Worship
The office will be closed April 21 — May you enjoy this holiday in safety and peace

New Member reception April 27 in Worship, please join to welcome our newest members
Join to watch a movie about Bonhoeffer Sunday April 27 in the Cinema, after Worship

WORSHIP NOTES

Pastor: Pastor Wendy Moen;

Acolyte: Andrew Kettner;

Greeters: Helga and Jack Cope;

Assistant Minister: Ingrid Thompson;

Lector: Beth Gardner;

Communion Assistants: Karen Hanson-Cook, Bill Cook;

Pianist: Marcie Mahuta;

Ushers: Tamarine Westrand, Judy and Matthew Heil;

Sound/projection: Jude Surrell;

Altar Guild: Position Available; Communion Prep: Ann and Dave Nelson;

Covenant Lutheran Church
1525 N. Van Buren St.
Stoughton, WI 53589

(608) 873-7494

Email:
covlutheran@covluth.org
Website: www.covluth.org

Email:
PastorWendyMoen
@covluth.org

Pastor Wendy Moen
240-506-1388 cell




