Covenant Lutheran Church, ELCA

We Welcome you to Worship!

May 11, 2025 at 9:30 a.m.

The People of Covenant are called to:

Gather, Grow and Go Serve

...With God’s Love!



Welcome Thank you for joining us for Worship today!
WORSHIP ORDER - Sunday, May 11, 2025 - 9:30 a.m.

Congregation participation in bold in bulletin
ELW=Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymn Book, Setting 3

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Preludes Sheep May Safely Graze JS Bach
The Lord’s My Shepherd arr. Wood

There’s a Kingdom Fair Norse hymn arr. Cassler

Land Acknowledgment

Covenant Lutheran Church acknowledges and honors the Indigenous
Peoples and their ancestral homelands on which we gather. We stand
on stolen ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and the many other
Indigenous Nations that have been historical occupants here. We
respect Native Americans as caretakers of this land and Mother Earth.
We strive to emulate the stewardship they first demonstrated. We
embrace Indigenous People in love and gratitude. May we always seek
a greater understanding of the Native community and their history as a
whole as we aspire to work in meaningful partnership.

Welcome
Call to Worship

Praise to the Lamb who is seated on the Throne of Heaven!
Praise be to God who offers God’s love to us!

Let us sing continually of God’s wisdom, and power, and might.
Let our voices be raised in joyful celebration!

Worthy is the Lamb to receive honor, and glory, and majesty.
Let our hearts rejoice at God’s redeeming love for us. Amen.

Children’s Time



Gathering Hymn The Day of Resurrection! ELW 361

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Kyrie pg. 138
Hymn of Praise This is the Feast pg. 140-141
Prayer of the Day

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus
Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal
covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do your
will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

First Reading Acts 9:36-43
A reading from Acts, the ninth chapter.

3¢ Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in
Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity.

37 At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her,
they laid her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the
disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with
the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 3° So Peter got up and
went with them, and when he arrived, they took him to the room
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics
and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them.

40 peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed.
He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened
her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. *' He gave her his hand and
helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to
be alive. *> This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed



in the Lord. *® Meanwhile, he stayed in Joppa for some time with a
certain Simon, a tanner. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Vocal Choir My Shepherd arr. Anna Laura Page/Jean Anne Shafferman
Second Reading Revelation 7:9-17

A reading from Revelation, the seventh chapter.

9 After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with
palm branches in their hands. *° They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the
Lamb!” 1 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before
the throne and worshiped God, *?singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to
our God forever and ever! Amen.” 33 Then one of the elders addressed
me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they
come from?” ¥ said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then
he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal;
they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb. ¥> For this reason they are before the throne of God and worship
him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the
throne will shelter them. * They will hunger no more and thirst no
more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat, ’ for the
Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will
guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes.” The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation pg. 142

Gospel John 10:22-30
The Holy Gospel according to John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.



22 At that time the Festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It
was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of
Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How
long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us
plainly.” %> Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe.
The works that | do in my Father’s name testify to me, 2° but you do not
believe because you do not belong to my sheep. 2’ My sheep hear my
voice. | know them, and they follow me. %8| give them eternal life, and
they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 2° My
Father, in regard to what he has given me, is greater than all, and no
one can snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 3°The Father and | are
one.” The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Wendy Moen
Hymn of the Day The Lord’s My Shepherd ELW 778

Prayers of Intercession

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the
church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

You guide your people to the waters of life. Make your church a
nourishing place for all who are thirsty for hope and healing. Renew us
in the waters of baptism, and send us forth as signs of your love. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You tend to the earth, sustaining life in all places. Revive fragile
ecosystems and restore species in danger of extinction. Teach us new
ways of living in balance and harmony with our non-human neighbors.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You lead all peoples along right pathways. Grant wisdom and
compassion to judges, lawyers, mediators, and legal advocates.
Dismantle systems of mass incarceration, empower processes of
restorative justice, and encourage all who strive for healing in our
communities. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



You wipe the tears from every eye. Tend to all who struggle with
anxiety or depression, loneliness, or despair. Enfold all who are in any
need in your shepherding care (See Prayer Insert) < full 5 second
pause>. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

This Mother’s Day, bless mothers, grandmothers, and all who offer
mothering care. Come close to those whose relationships with their
families are difficult, and console all who grieve the loss of mother
figures or the loss of children. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You are the source of everlasting life. In deep gratitude for all your
saints, we rejoice in the joy and hope of the resurrection made known
to us in Jesus, your beloved child. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that
you are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

Exchange of Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Let us share a sign of peace safely with one another.
Announcements

Offering Prayer

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with

these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us,
and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in
the world. Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Liturgy of Holy Communion and Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with
angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

Holy Holy Holy pg. 144

O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our
salvation, hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void, you formed order and beauty.
When Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child; When
the Israelites were enslaved, you led them to freedom. Ruth faced
starvation, David fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for
healing, and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was born among the
poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the city. With infinite
love, he granted the people your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen.
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen.

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. Amen.



O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. O God, you are
Bread: feed us with yourself. O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts
and make us one. O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength and
our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and
leaves that heal the nations. Grant us such life, the life of the Father to
the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and
forever. Amen.

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

Invitation to Communion

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

Communion Hymns

Lamb of God pg. 146
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW 843
By Your Hand You Feed Your People ELW 469

Post Communion Blessing

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us
now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen
life to a wounded and weary world. Amen.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign,
Savior, and Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and
always. Amen.

Sending Hymn Lead Me, Guide Me ELW 768

Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude Break Forth in Joy JS Bach

Care to contribute to our Church and ministries?

Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving.
Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’!

(Electronic donations from a debit/credit card now accepted.) [el¥
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Used by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS000356



Do oo oo ook o o

Announcements:

Thank you for being at Worship! More events and Worship opportunities at Covluth.org
VBS is July 14-19! If you’d like to volunteer that week or be a host for the staff contact Karla
Covenant trip to Fireside Theater June 20, RSVP and pay by May 18~?’s to 608-279-5364
Social Action Team meets the 3 Mondays, Join May 19 at 630pm in the Gateway Room
Pastor Wendy’s away May 19- June 9 Pastoral Care is still available, contact the office
Wisconsin Historical Society shares ‘We will Always be Here’ historymakers display in June
Lunch Bunch meets the 1%t Wed of each month June 4 at 11:30 /ocation to come

June 8 Let us celebrate Graduates and Scholarship recipients during Worship Service

Book Group 2nd Thur 1pm June 12 Gateway Room, book title in discussion now

Feed our Souls- the 2nd Fri of the month- June 13 10:30a-1:30p at St. Marks in Madison
Thank you to our Vocal Choir: Kristin Johnson, Larry Judd, Laurie Judd, Angie Kettner,
Eileen Nelson, Jack Nelson, Millie Proper, Jim Seamonson, Gwen Speth, Donna Tarpinian,
Glenn Van Rossum, accompanist Meghann Proper and director Beth Gardner, for offering
their gifts and sharing their lovely talents with us today and throughout the year!

WORSHIP NOTES
Pastor: Pastor Wendy Moen; Acolyte: Ronnie Stensrud;
Greeter/s: Gloria Carpenter, Cynthia Liddle;
Assistant Minister: Kathy Andrusz; Lector: Sunday School;
Communion Assistant: Kathy Andrusz, Jamie Anderson, Kimberly Currie;
Ushers: Tom Chose, Jack Cope, Stephen Peterson, Peder Melhuse;
Altar Guild: Jean Sime;
Communion Prep: Norm and Jean Sime;
Organist/Pianist: Mark Everson;
Sound/projection: Jude Surrell;
Altar Flowers: For Kabby Williamson ‘88° From all who Love her!!

Covenant Lutheran Church
1525 N. Van Buren St.
Stoughton, WI 53589

(608) 873-7494

Email:
covlutheran@covluth.org
Website: www.covluth.org

Email:
PastorWendyMoen
@covluth.org

Pastor Wendy Moen
240-506-1388 cell




