
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People of Covenant are called to: 

Gather, Grow and Go Serve 

…With God’s Love! 

 

 

We Welcome you to Worship! 

September 14, 2025 at 9:30 a.m.  



Welcome Thank you for joining us for Worship today! 
 

WORSHIP ORDER – Sunday, September 14, 2025 – 9:30 a.m. 
 

Congregation participation in bold in bulletin 
 

ELW=Evangelical Lutheran Worship ‘red’ Hymn Book, Setting 8 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Land Acknowledgment 

Covenant Lutheran Church acknowledges and honors the Indigenous 
Peoples and their ancestral homelands on which we gather. We stand 
on stolen ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and the many other 
Indigenous Nations that have been historical occupants here. We 
respect Native Americans as caretakers of this land and Mother Earth. 
We strive to emulate the stewardship they first demonstrated. We 
embrace Indigenous People in love and gratitude. May we always seek 
a greater understanding of the Native community and their history as a 
whole as we aspire to work in meaningful partnership. 
 

Welcome 
 

Call to Worship 
 

When the lost are found, 
 

there is joy! 
 

When hope overcomes despair, 
 

there is joy! 
 

When we seek and find God’s faithfulness, 
 

there is joy! 
 

Children’s Time 
 

Gathering Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW 807 
 

Greeting 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 



Hymn of Praise Now the Feast NFC pg. 4-5 
 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to 
yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving 
care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all 
things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

First Reading Exodus 32:7-14 

A reading from Exodus, the thirty second chapter. 
 

7 The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have 
been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they 
have cast for themselves an image of a calf and have worshiped it and 
sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought 
you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9 The Lord said to Moses, “I have 
seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone so 
that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, 
and of you I will make a great nation.” 11 But Moses implored 
the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot 
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with 
great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, 
‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the 
mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn 
from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on 
your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, 
how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will 
multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land 
that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall 
inherit it forever.’ ” 14 And the Lord changed his mind about the 
disaster that he planned to bring on his people. The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  



Second Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

A reading from first Timothy, the first chapter. 
 

12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, 
because he considered me faithful and appointed me to his service,  
13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man 
of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 
unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith 
and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and worthy of full 
acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of 
whom I am the foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received mercy, 
so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost 
patience as an example to those who would come to believe in him for 
eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, 
be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Verse NFC pg. 8 
 

Gospel Luke 15:1-10 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the fifteenth chapter.  
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen 
to Jesus. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and 
saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 So he told 
them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and 
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness 
and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has 
found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, 
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8 “Or 
what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not 
light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?  



9 And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and 
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had 
lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents.”. The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to 
you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon Pastor Wendy Moen 
 

Hymn of the Day Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us ELW 789 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and 
all in need. 
 

Merciful God, pour out your grace upon your church. Forgive us for the 
times when we have been unfaithful, and renew our commitment to 
your gospel of love. Empower us to live as a community of mercy. God 
of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Merciful God, we ask forgiveness for the ways we have neglected and 
harmed this earth and its creatures. Confirm our commitment to care 
for all you have made, and grant us wisdom and strength to take action 
toward restoring your creation to its fullness. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Merciful God, govern all who hold positions of power and authority. 
Instruct them to make just decisions that serve the common good. 
Make them instruments of your mercy in the world, working to heal 
divisions and promote peace. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Merciful God, we lift up all who suffer. Bring healing, comfort, and 
peace to those who are sick, grieving, or in pain especially (See Prayer 
Insert). < full 5 second pause>. Give us compassionate hearts to 
accompany those who are hurting and courage to work for justice and 
mercy. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Merciful God, bind us together as a community of forgiveness and 
love. Supply us with humility to seek forgiveness when we have 



wronged one another and generosity to extend mercy when we have 
been wronged. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Merciful God, we remember in love those who have departed this life. 
Console those who mourn, and give them the hope of resurrection. 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our redeemer and friend. Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace   

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

Let us share a sign of peace safely with one another. 
 

Announcements 
 

Offering Prayer 

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given 
to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on 
you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to 
bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Liturgy of Holy Communion  
 

Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord! 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 



earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

Holy Holy Holy  NFC pg. 11-12 
 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares 
your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. We praise you, O God. 
 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and 
day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We bless you, 
O God. 
 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near 
to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 
 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by 
your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 



Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

 

Invitation to Communion 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.  
Come to this meal of mercy. 
 

Communion Hymns Lamb of God NFC pg. 14 
 

 Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling ELW 608 
 

 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound ELW 779 
 

Post Communion Blessing 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.  

 

Prayer after Communion 

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us 
to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions 
with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who 

gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ELW 834 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Care to contribute to our Church and ministries?  
Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving. 

 Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’! 
(Electronic donations from a debit/credit card now accepted.) 
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Announcements: 
 

 Today- Sunday School starts today! Welcome to all students, parents, and teachers! 
 Thank you for being at Worship! More events and Worship opportunities at Covluth.org 

 Family Centered Worship 2nd Sunday of each month come at 9:15am to learn church tasks 

 Hospitality NEEDS our help! The Team is looking for those interested in serving this way 

 Bible Study Sept 10, 17 and 24 in Gateway Room – in person or by zoom with link on web  

 Feeding the Hungry- 2nd Fri of the month- Sept 12 10:30a-1:30p at St. Marks in Madison  

 Social Action Team meets Monday Sept 15 at 630pm in the Gateway Room- You’re Invited 

 Covenant Book Group- Sept 18 at 1pm- for information email bookgroup@covluth.org 

 Stewardship Season coming up Sept 21, 28 and Oct. 5   

 September 28 is also Orange Shirt Day and we welcome Pam Black as our speaker. 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
Pastor: Wendy Moen; Acolyte: Sam Pietruszynski 
Greeter/s: Karen Hanson Cook, Bill Cook 
Assistant Minister: Kathy Andrusz; Lector: Russ Horton; 
Communion Assistant: Kathy Andrusz, 
Ushers: Tamarine Westrand, Judy and Matthew Heil, Russ Horton, Norm Sime  
Altar Guild: Karen Hanson-Cook; Communion Prep: Philayne Chose 
Organist/Pianist: Meghann Proper 
Sound/projection: Jude Surrell 
Altar Flowers: Celebrating the 54th anniversary of Eileen and Jack Nelson! 

Covenant Lutheran Church 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 

(608) 873-7494 

Email: 
covlutheran@covluth.org 

Website:  www.covluth.org 

Pastor Wendy Moen 
240-506-1388 cell 

Email: 
PastorWendyMoen 

@covluth.org 
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