g Covenant Lutheran Church, ELCA

We Welcome you to Worship!
October 26, 2025 at 9:30 a.m.

The People of Covenant are called to:

Gather, Grow and Go Serve

...With God’s Love!



Welcome
Thank you for joining us for Worship today!

WORSHIP ORDER - Sunday, October 26, 2025 - 9:30 a.m.

Congregation participation in bold in bulletin

ELW=Evangelical Lutheran Worship ‘red” Hymn Book,
NTF=Now the Feast by Marty Haugen

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Land Acknowledgment
Covenant Lutheran Church acknowledges and honors the Indigenous
Peoples and their ancestral homelands on which we gather. We stand
on stolen ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and the many other
Indigenous Nations that have been historical occupants here. We
respect Native Americans as caretakers of this land and Mother Earth.
We strive to emulate the stewardship they first demonstrated. We
embrace Indigenous People in love and gratitude. May we always seek
a greater understanding of the Native community and their history as a
whole as we aspire to work in meaningful partnership.

Welcome

Call to Worship
God of heaven and earth,

we long to be truly free.

In this hour of worship,

help us to grasp the freedom that comes

from seeing you more clearly,

loving you more dearly,

and following you more nearly.

Day by day, give us strength and courage

to be your people in this time, in this place. Amen.



Children’s Time
Gathering Hymn A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW 504

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Hymn of Praise Now the Feast NFC pg. 4-5

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort
them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel,
and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

First Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34
A reading from Jeremiah, the thirty first chapter.

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not
be like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when | took them
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that
they broke, though | was their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the
covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says
the Lord: | will put my law within them, and | will write it on their
hearts, and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. 3*No
longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know

the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, says the Lord, for | will forgive their iniquity and remember
their sin no more. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Second Reading Romans 3:19-28
A reading from Romans, the third chapter.

19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who
are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole
world may be held accountable to God. ?° For no human will be
justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the
law comes the knowledge of sin. 2! But now, apart from the law, the
righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by the Law
and the Prophets, 22the righteousness of God through the faith of
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 3 since all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; ?*they are now justified
by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
2>whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood,
effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; % it was to demonstrate at the present time his
own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who
has the faith of Jesus. 2’ Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded.
Through what kind of law? That of works? No, rather through the law
of faith. 22 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from
works prescribed by the law. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Verse NFC pg. 8

Gospel John 8:31-36
The Holy Gospel according to John, the eighth chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you
continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, 3?2 and you will know
the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered him,
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits
sin is a slave to sin. 3> The slave does not have a permanent place in the



household; the son has a place there forever. 3¢ So if the Son makes
you free, you will be free indeed. The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you,
O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Beth Schultz Byrnes
Hymn of the Day The Church of Christ in Every Age ELW 729

Prayers of Intercession

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the

world, and all creation.

A brief silence.
Free your church, O God, with grace, mercy, and love to be transformed
by your word. Direct your church to be united in word and deed so that
all creation knows the uniting and transforming power of the gospel. God
of grace, receive our prayer.
Renew creation, O God, so that all living creatures thrive together. Guide
those who work to restore and renew creation. Preserve and care for
endangered species throughout the world. God of grace, receive our
prayer.
Bring peace among the nations, O God, so violence and terror are not the
norm on your earth. Inspire leaders of communities to work for peace
and justice. Unite our politicians with a common mission and purpose.
God of grace, receive our prayer.
Heal all who suffer, O God, and bring them peace. Draw near to people
who are incarcerated. Give hope to people experiencing housing or
employment insecurity, oppression, or discrimination. Heal those who
are ill especially (See Prayer Insert). < full 5 second pause>. Be our
stronghold at all times. God of grace, receive our prayer.
Forgive us our sins, O God, and grant us your grace. Move us to
understanding and reconciliation between people of other faiths and
other Christian traditions in our community. Mend hurt feelings and heal
wounds we have caused one another. God of grace, receive our prayer.
We give you thanks, O God, for the life and witness of all your saints. Give
us hope in your son’s victory through the cross. God of grace, receive our
prayer.



We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Exchange of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Let us share a sign of peace safely with one another.

Announcements
Vocal Choir Anthem "How Firm a Foundation"  arr. Pepper Choplin

Offering Prayer
Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given
to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on
you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to
bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Liturgy of Holy Communion
Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts!

We lift them to the Lord!

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:



Holy Holy Holy NFC pg. 11-12
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea;
within each cell; with every breath. We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and
day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We bless you,
O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near
to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal;
among your people; throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by
your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen.

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen



Invitation to Communion
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.

Communion Hymns Lamb of God NFC pg. 14
Listen, God is Calling ELW 513
Bread of Life from Heaven ELW 474

Post Communion Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us
to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who

gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, # bless you now
and forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn The Church’s One Foundation ELW 654
Dismissal
Go in peace. Do not lose heart.

Thanks be to God.

Care to contribute to our Church and ministries?
Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving.
Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’!
(Electronic donations from a debit/credit card now accepted.)




= R R

Announcements:

Stewardship Drive Completed your pledge card? Please prayerfully consider doing so
Family Centered Worship 2" Sunday of each month come at 9:15am to learn church tasks
Hospitality NEEDS our help! The Team is looking for those interested in serving this way
Education Team meets Tuesday, Oct 28 at 6:00pm in the Gateway Room

Social Action Team meets Tuesday, Oct.28 at 7:00pm in the Gateway Room

All Saints Worship — Sunday, Nov. 2 we’ll recognize our beloved saints in worship
Daylight Savings Time Ends — Sunday, November 2 — Turn your clocks back 1 hour!
Worship Team meets Tuesday, Nov. 4 at 6:30pm in the Gateway Room

Lunch Bunch Wednesday, Nov 5 — at the Green Lantern in McFarland at 11:30am

WORSHIP NOTES
Pastor: Beth Schultz Byrnes; Acolyte: Gwen Speth
Greeters: George Craig, Penny Vodak
Assistant Minister: Ann Nelson; Lector: Russ Horton
Communion Assistant: Ann Nelson, Karen Hanson-Cook, Bill Cook
Ushers: Norm and Jean Sime, Tom Christian, Carol Pritchard
Altar Guild:Tom Christian;, Communion Prep: Deb Oakland
Organist/Pianist: Meghann Proper
Sound/projection: Lars Forde; Jude Surrell
Altar Flowers: Jim and Joyce Seamonson on their 60th Anniversary!

Covenant Lutheran Church
1525 N. Van Buren St.
Stoughton, WI 53589

(608) 873-7494

Email:
covlutheran@covluth.org
Website: www.covluth.org

Email:
PastorWendyMoen
@covluth.org

Pastor Wendy Moen
240-506-1388 cell




