g Covenant Lutheran Church, ELCA

We Welcome you to Worship!
October 5, 2025 at 9:30 a.m.

The People of Covenant are called to:

Gather, Grow and Go Serve

...With God’s Love!



Welcome Thank you for joining us for Worship today!

WORSHIP ORDER - Sunday, October 5, 2025 - 9:30 a.m.
Congregation participation in bold in bulletin

ELW=Evangelical Lutheran Worship ‘red” Hymn Book,
NTF=Now the Feast by Marty Haugen

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Land Acknowledgment
Covenant Lutheran Church acknowledges and honors the Indigenous
Peoples and their ancestral homelands on which we gather. We stand
on stolen ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and the many other
Indigenous Nations that have been historical occupants here. We
respect Native Americans as caretakers of this land and Mother Earth.
We strive to emulate the stewardship they first demonstrated. We
embrace Indigenous People in love and gratitude. May we always seek
a greater understanding of the Native community and their history as a
whole as we aspire to work in meaningful partnership.

Welcome

Call to Worship
“If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you would say to

this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it
would obey you.”

Our seeds are so many small. How can they be big enough?

They are big enough. When you plant a seed you are doing
more than you think you are doing.

The seeds are big enough because the power of God flows
through them and through us.

Let us each one plant a seed when we bring our commitment
cards to the Table this morning.



Soon we will have a stand of seeds that will become a stand of
trees.

Children’s Time

Gathering Hymn God is Here! ELW 526

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Hymn of Praise Now the Feast NFC pg. 4-5

Prayer of the Day
Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are
weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that
with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

First Reading Habakkuk 1:2-4; 2:1-4
A reading from Habakkuk, the first chapter.

20 Lord, how long shall | cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to
you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3 Why do you make me see
wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before
me; strife and contention arise. # So the law becomes slack, and justice
never prevails. The wicked surround the righteous; therefore judgment
comes forth perverted. %I will stand at my watchpost and station
myself on the rampart; | will keep watch to see what he will say to me
and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 2 Then the Lord
answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so
that a runner may read it. 3 For there is still a vision for the appointed
time; it speaks of the end and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for
it; it will surely come; it will not delay. * Look at the proud! Their spirit



is not right in them, but the righteous live by their faithfulness. The
word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 2 Timothy 1:1-14
A reading from second Timothy, the first chapter.

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, > To Timothy, my beloved child:
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord. 31 am grateful to God—whom | worship with a clear conscience,
as my ancestors did—when | remember you constantly in my prayers
night and day. # Recalling your tears, | long to see you so that | may be
filled with joy. > | am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived
first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, | am
sure, lives in you. ® For this reason | remind you to rekindle the gift of
God that is within you through the laying on of my hands, ’ for God did
not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love
and of self-discipline. 8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony
about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for
the gospel, in the power of God, ° who saved us and called us with a
holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own
purpose and grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before
the ages began, 1°but it has now been revealed through the appearing
of our Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel. ! For this gospel | was
appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 2and for this reason
| suffer as | do. But | am not ashamed, for | know the one in whom |
have put my trust, and | am sure that he is able to guard until that day
the deposit | have entrusted to him. 3 Hold to the standard of sound
teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. * Guard the good deposit entrusted to you, with the help
of the Holy Spirit living in us. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Verse NFC pg. 8



Gospel Luke 17:1-10
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the seventeenth chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

! Jesus said to his disciples, “Occasions for sin are bound to come, but
woe to anyone through whom they come! 21t would be better for you
if a millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into
the sea than for you to cause one of these little ones to sin. 3Be on
your guard! If a brother or sister sins, you must rebuke the offender,
and if there is repentance, you must forgive. * And if the same person
sins against you seven times a day and turns back to you seven times
and says, ‘l repent,” you must forgive.” >The apostles said to the Lord,
“Increase our faith!” ®The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size of a
mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and
planted in the sea,” and it would obey you. ’ “Who among you would
say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep
in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the

table’? 8 Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put
on your apron and serve me while | eat and drink; later you may eat
and drink’? ° Do you thank the slave for doing what was
commanded? °So you also, when you have done all that you were
ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what
we ought to have done!” ” The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you, O
Christ.

Sermon Pastor Wendy Moen
Hymn of the Day My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW 597

Prayers of Intercession
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all creation.

O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus Christ.
Draw us into the gift of faith passed down from generation to
generation. Remind your people that faith the size of a mustard seed is
enough. God of grace, receive our prayer.



O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and mercy. Bring
favorable weather during the harvest season and sustain all creation
along with all who labor in the field. Ensure the welfare of animal
companions whose presence offers comfort, safety, and joy. God of
grace, receive our prayer.

O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the world.
Give leaders and people in authority a spirit of making just and
righteous laws. Bring peace to countries affected by war and violence.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, oppressed,
bereaved, lonely, and poor. Come to the help of all in need (especially)
(See Prayer Insert). < full 5 second pause>. Help us to trust that you will
come to us at the right time. God of grace, receive our prayer.

O God of this congregation, you nurture our faith. Thank you for those
of all ages who teach, lead, and learn in this congregation and beyond.
Give growth to the seeds of faith watered by faithful examples of
baptismal living. God of grace, receive our prayer.

O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who have died
in faith. May the faith of those who now rest in your merciful arms, like
Lois and Eunice, shape our faith in your Son, Jesus Christ. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Exchange of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Let us share a sign of peace safely with one another.

Announcements

Offering Prayer
Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given
to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on
you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to



bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Liturgy of Holy Communion

Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts!

We lift them to the Lord!

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Holy Holy Holy NFC pg. 11-12

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea;
within each cell; with every breath. We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and
day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We bless you,
O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near
to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal;
among your people; throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by
your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen.

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.

Communion Hymns Lamb of God NFC pg. 14
We Walk By Faith ELW 635
My Faith Looks Up to Thee ELW 759

Post Communion Blessing

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.



Prayer after Communion

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us
to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Blessing of Holy Communion for home visits
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As
you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist us in this
ministry on which we are sent forth. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those to whom we bring this sacrament, that through the

body and blood of your Son we all may know the comfort of your
abiding presence. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who

gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, # bless you now
and forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessings ELW 545
Dismissal

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.

Thanks be to God.

Care to contribute to our Church and ministries?
Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving.
Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’!
(Electronic donations from a debit/credit card now accepted.)

Announcements:

T Pledge Drive Thank you for your pledges of financial resources and time and talent
T Thank you for being at Worship! More events and Worship opportunities at Covluth.org



A R

Family Centered Worship 2" Sunday of each month come at 9:15am to learn church tasks
Hospitality NEEDS our help! The Team is looking for those interested in serving this way
Bible Study Oct 8, 15, 29 in Gateway Room — in person or by zoom with link on web
Covenant Book Group- Oct 9 at 1pm- for information email bookgroup@covluth.org
Feeding the Hungry- 2nd Fri of the month- Oct 10 10:30a-1:30p at St. Marks in Madison
Social Action Team meets Tuesday Oct 28 at 7:00pm in the Gateway Room- You're Invited

Blood Drive with Red Cross Oct 20 1-6pm in the Youth room, sign up online or walk in!

WORSHIP NOTES
Pastor: Wendy Moen; Acolyte: Ronnie Stensrud
Greeter/s: Linda Harrison, Carol Pritchard
Assistant Minister: Ingrid Thompson; Lector: George Craig
Communion Assistant: George Craig, Ann Nelson, Loretta Smith
Ushers: Mark Herbst, Loretta Smith, Bill Cook
Altar Guild: Tom Christian; Communion Prep: Deb Oakland
Organist/Pianist: Meghann Proper
Sound/projection: Jude Surrell
Altar Flowers: Linda Harrison in gratitude for many blessings

Covenant Lutheran Church
1525 N. Van Buren St.
Stoughton, WI 53589

(608) 873-7494

Email:
coviutheran@covluth.org
Website: www.covluth.org

Email:
PastorWendyMoen
@covluth.org

Pastor Wendy Moen
240-506-1388 cell
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