
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People of Covenant are called to: 

Gather, Grow and Go Serve 

…With God’s Love! 

 

We Welcome you to Worship! 

November 16, 2025 at 9:30 a.m.  



 
Welcome  

Thank you for joining us for Worship today! 
 

WORSHIP ORDER – Sunday, November 16, 2025 – 9:30 a.m. 
 

Congregation participation in bold in bulletin 
 

ELW=Evangelical Lutheran Worship ‘red’ Hymn Book,  
NTF=Now the Feast by Marty Haugen 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Land Acknowledgment 

Covenant Lutheran Church acknowledges and honors the Indigenous 
Peoples and their ancestral homelands on which we gather. We stand 
on stolen ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and the many other 
Indigenous Nations that have been historical occupants here. We 
respect Native Americans as caretakers of this land and Mother Earth. 
We strive to emulate the stewardship they first demonstrated. We 
embrace Indigenous People in love and gratitude. May we always seek 
a greater understanding of the Native community and their history as a 
whole as we aspire to work in meaningful partnership. 
 

Welcome 
 

Call to Worship 

Guided by the wisdom of the ages, 

we follow God’s path. 

Turning either left or right, 

we keep God’s ways. 

Understanding the needs of our hearts and minds, 

we dwell in God’s word. 
 

Children’s Time 
 

Gathering Hymn How Firm A Foundation ELW 796 
 



 
Greeting 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise Now the Feast NFC pg. 4-5 
 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as 
our ruler and guide, we may live through what is temporary without 
losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

First Reading Malachi 4:1-2a 

A reading from Malachi, the fourth chapter. 
 

1  See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant 
and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them 
up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor 
branch. 2a But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness 
shall rise, with healing in its wings. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to 
God.  

 

Second Reading                                                2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

A reading from second Thessalonians, the third chapter. 
 

6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother or sister living 
irresponsibly and not according to the tradition that they received 
from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we 
were not irresponsible when we were with you, 8 and we did not eat 
anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we 
worked night and day so that we might not burden any of you. 9 This 
was not because we do not have that right but in order to give you an 
example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you 



this command: anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11 For we hear 
that some of you are living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing 
any work. 12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord 
Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own 
living. 13 Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Verse NFC pg. 8 
 

Gospel Luke 21:5-19 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twenty first chapter.  
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned 
with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said, 6 “As for 
these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will 
be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 7 They asked him, 
“Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about 
to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for 
many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ 
Do not go after them.9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do 
not be terrified, for these things must take place first, but the end will 
not follow immediately.” 10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise 
against nation and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be great 
earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there will 
be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 12 “But before all 
this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you 
over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings 
and governors because of my name. 13 This will give you an opportunity 
to testify. 14 So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in 
advance, 15 for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your 
opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be 
betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and 
they will put some of you to death. 17 You will be hated by all because 
of my name. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your 



endurance you will gain your souls.” The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to 
you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon Pastor Wendy Moen 
 

Hymn of the Day My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW 596 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 
God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they 
proclaim the gospel using discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony. 
Keep all the baptized on righteous paths in response to Christ’s call. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use 
your mighty power to nurture the land and all that lives upon it. 
Restore peoples and places experiencing natural disasters. Strengthen 
organizations who provide aid to any in crisis. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 
God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government, 
courts, law enforcement agencies, and the military. Turn them from 
war and violence to actions of care that build up the common good. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations 
that are marginalized or underserved, accompany those abandoned by 
friends, hurt by family, and harmed by violence or oppression. Care for 
all who are ill, anxious, or in pain of any kind especially. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love 
and faithfulness. Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may we be 
inspired by the example of the faithful. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



 

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and 
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Exchange of Peace   

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

Let us share a sign of peace safely with one another. 
 

Announcements 
Bell Choir Anthem  Calypso Celebration  

Jamaican folk song, arr. Brenda Austin 

Offering Prayer 

God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to 
fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these 
your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and unite us 
into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Liturgy of Holy Communion  
 

Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  
 

And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts!  
 

We lift them to the Lord! 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 



earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

Holy Holy Holy  NFC pg. 11-12 
 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
 

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 
within each cell; with every breath. We praise you, O God. 
 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and 
day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We bless you, 
O God. 
 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near 
to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 
 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by 
your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 



Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Invitation to Communion 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.  
Come to this meal of mercy. 
 

Communion Hymns Lamb of God NFC pg. 14 
 

 Canticle of the Turning ELW 723 
 

 Eat This Bread ELW 472 
 

Post Communion Blessing 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.  

 

Prayer after Communion 

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with 
the bread of heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the 
body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for 
all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in 
Christ’s name. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who 

gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn When peace like a river ELW 785 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Announcements: 
 

 Family Centered Worship 2nd Sunday of each month come at 9:15am learn church tasks 

 Bible Study meets every Wednesday at 5:30pm in the Gateway room Hope to see you! 

 2026 Stewardship Drive: Thank you for returning your 2026 pledge cards ASAP! 

 Invite a friend! Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship at Stoughton UMC Nov 26 at 7pm 

 Order your Christmas Flowers by Monday, November 24! 

 Education Team meets Tuesday, Nov. 25 at 6:00pm in the Gateway Room 

 Social Action Team meets Tuesday, Nov. 2 at 7:00pm in the Gateway Room 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
Pastor: Wendy Moen; Acolyte: Sam Pietruszynski 
Greeter: Laura Just 
Assistant Minister: Kathy Andrusz Lector: Marijo Vols 
Communion Assistant: Kathy Andrusz,  
Ushers: Karl Nissler, Thor Anderson, Sue Richards 
Altar Guild: Jack and Eileen Nelson; Communion Prep: Jeff and Kristin Peterson 
Organist/Pianist: Meghann Proper  
Sound/projection: Jude Surrell 
Altar Flowers: The Sime Family - Happy 80th Birthday, Jean! 
Altar Flowers: Flowers also provided by Grethe Nelson. 
Fellowship Hosts: The Sime Family is providing in honor of Jean’s 80th Birthday! 

Covenant Lutheran Church 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 

(608) 873-7494 

Email: 
covlutheran@covluth.org 

Website:  www.covluth.org 

Pastor Wendy Moen 
240-506-1388 cell 

Email: 
PastorWendyMoen 

@covluth.org 
 

Care to contribute to our Church and ministries?  
Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving. 

 Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’! 
(Electronic donations from a debit/credit card now accepted.) 
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