
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The People of Covenant are called to: 

Gather, Grow and Go Serve 

…With God’s Love! 

 

 

We welcome you to Worship as we celebrate 

the baptism of our Lord! 

January 25, 2026 at 9:30 a.m.  



Welcome Thank you for joining us for Worship today! 
 

WORSHIP ORDER – Sunday, January 25, 2026 – 9:30 a.m. 
Congregation participation in bold in bulletin. 

 

ELW=Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymn Book,  
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude                                              PADUANA II 

(arr. by Bernard Fitzgerald) 

Land Acknowledgment 

Covenant Lutheran Church acknowledges and honors the Indigenous 
Peoples and their ancestral homelands on which we gather. We stand 
on stolen ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and the many other 
Indigenous Nations that have been historical occupants here. We 
respect Native Americans as caretakers of this land and Mother Earth. 
We strive to emulate the stewardship they first demonstrated. We 
embrace Indigenous People in love and gratitude. May we always seek 
a greater understanding of the Native community and their history as a 
whole as we aspire to work in meaningful partnership. 
 

Welcome 
 

Call to Worship 
 

We walk in darkness. 
We live in a land of deep darkness. 
We have seen a great light! 
Light shines upon us! 
God brings us joy! 
Rejoice before our God! 

Children’s Time 
Gathering Hymn  Morning Has Broken ELW 556  
Greeting  



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Kyrie pg. 138 

 

Hymn of Praise  Glory to God  pg. 139-140  
 

Prayer of the Day 

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after 
us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of 
goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

First Reading Isaiah 9:1-4 

 

A reading from Isaiah, the ninth chapter. 
 

1 There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 
time [the Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of 
the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.2 The 
people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 3 You have 
multiplied exultation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before 
you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4 For the yoke of their burden and the bar across their shoulders, the 
rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  
The word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
A reading from first Corinthians, the first chapter. 
 

 10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no 
divisions among you but that you be knit together in the same mind 



and the same purpose. 11 For it has been made clear to me by Chloe’s 
people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and 
sisters. 12 What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I 
belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to 
Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were 
you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none 
of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that you 
were baptized in my name. 16 I did baptize also the household of 
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone 
else. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the 
gospel—and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ 
might not be emptied of its power. 18 For the message about the cross 
is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. The word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation pg. 142 
 

Gospel   Matthew 4:12-23  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the fourth chapter.  
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 
Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the 
sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been 
spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15 “Land of 
Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, 
Galilee of the gentiles— 16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a 
great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
light has dawned.” 17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 18 As he walked by the Sea 
of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were 
fishers. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers 



of people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 As 
he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending 
their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and 
their father and followed him. 23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the 
people. The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  Pastor Wendy Moen 
 

Hymn of the Day O Christ Our Hope vs.1-3     ELW 604 
    

Prayers of Intercession 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, 
the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our 
home. 

A brief silence. 
Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission of the 
gospel to the church in every land. Guide the newly baptized and 
deepen the faith of all who follow Christ. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for 
the gift of life. Teach us to live as wise stewards, sharing the earth’s 
resources with all inhabitants of this garden planet. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the 
measure of Christ. Free any who are unjustly accused or wrongly 
condemned. We pray for those in authority (local and national officials 
may be named). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy Lover, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, and any 
who are sick (especially). We pray for all who are affected by natural 



disasters (individuals or situations may be named). Provide for their 
needs and relieve their suffering. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ. 
Nurture in us a spirit of patience and respect, that we may love one 
another as you love us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide us 
until we come at last into the communion of all your saints in light. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we 
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known 
to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

Exchange of Peace   

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

Let us share a sign of peace safely with one another. 

Announcements 
Bell Tower Brass Sextet Song Without Words 

                           (Gustav Holst) 

Offering Prayer 

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have 
prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the 
wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the 
reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord! 
 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown 
forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him 
your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he 
revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
 

Holy Holy Holy  pg. 144 
 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 



us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Invitation to Communion 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table; taste and see. 

Communion Hymns 

 Lamb of God pg. 146 
 Break Now the Bread of Life ELW 515 
 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say ELW 611 
 

Post Communion Blessing 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.  

 

Prayer after Communion 

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the 
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send 
us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of 
your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

May the triune God, 
who has put a new song in your mouth 
and tuned your heart for praise 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

Sending Hymn Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing  ELW 545 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God. 



Postlude                              The Battle of Jericho 
                                                                                        (arr. by Dana F. Everson) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Announcements: 
 Bible Study gathers weekly on Wednesdays at 5:30pm in the Gateway Room  

 American Red Cross Blood Drive at Covenant Jan 26 1-6pm Signup online or just walk in 

 Book Group Feb 12 at 1:00pm at Jan Walkers house, 838 Center Road, 608 335-8130  

 Budget Listening Session & Chili Cook-Off January 25 in Fellowship Hall after worship 

 Annual Congregation Meeting – Feb 1 immediately following worship 

 Lunch Bunch meets - Feb 4 11:30 at Green Lantern in McFarland 

 ‘Hospitality Bags’ and ‘Sew at Home Bags’ by main doors- Take what you can help with 

 Questions? Or looking for other opportunities to serve or gather? Ask the Pastor or 

office! 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
Pastor: Pastor Wendy Moen Acolyte: Emma Rupp 
Assistant Minister: Kathy Andrusz Lector: Gary Tarpinian  
Greeter: Bill Cook, Karen Hanson-Cook  
Communion Worship Assistants: Gary Tarpinian, Ann Nelson, Donna Tarpinian 
Organist/Pianist: Meghann Proper 
Vocal Choir Director: Beth Gardner 
Ushers: Judy Heil, Matthew Heil, Tamarine Westrand, Russ Horton 
Sound/projection: Jude Surrell 
Altar Guild: Bill Cook, Karen Hanson 
Communion Prep: Jane Edwards 
Fellowship Hosts: Chili Cook-off   

Care to contribute to our Church and ministries?  
Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving. 

 Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’! 
(Electronic donations from a debit/credit card now accepted.) 
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Covenant Lutheran Church 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 

(608) 873-7494 

Email: 
covlutheran@covluth.org 

Website:  www.covluth.org 

Pastor Wendy Moen 
240-506-1388 cell 

Email: 
PastorWendyMoen 
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