% Covenant Lutheran Church, ELCA

the onews is..

A —
so good, it catches

us by surprise

We welcome you to Worship
February 22, 2026 at 9:30 a.m.

The People of Covenant are called to:

Gather, Grow and Go Serve

...With God’s Love!



Welcome Thank you for joining us for Worship today!

WORSHIP ORDER - Sunday, February 22, 2026 — 9:30 a.m.
Congregation participation in bold in bulletin.

ELW=Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymn Book,

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Land Acknowledgment
Covenant Lutheran Church acknowledges and honors the Indigenous
Peoples and their ancestral homelands on which we gather. We stand
on stolen ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and the many other
Indigenous Nations that have been historical occupants here. We
respect Native Americans as caretakers of this land and Mother Earth.
We strive to emulate the stewardship they first demonstrated. We
embrace Indigenous People in love and gratitude. May we always seek
a greater understanding of the Native community and their history as a
whole as we aspire to work in meaningful partnership.

Welcome
Call to Worship

The good news of the gospel is:
manna in the desert,

water turned into wine,

love after loss,

forgiveness after pain.

The good news of the gospel is:
release for the captive,

hope for the hopeless,
mourning turned to dancing,
and strangers turned to friends.
So, come on in.



There’s no time to waste!
This surprising good news is here for you.
Let us worship this good-news God.

Children’s Time
Gathering Hymn O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days ELW 319

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Kyrie pg. 184

Prayer of the Day
Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages
within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you
tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and
when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
First Reading Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
A reading from Genesis, the second chapter.

15The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till
it and keep it. 1 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may
freely eat of every tree of the garden, 1’ but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you
eat of it you shall die.” 31 Now the serpent was more crafty than any
other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman,
“Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is
in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall



die.”” # But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, > for God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will
be like God, knowing good and evil.” ® So when the woman saw that
the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit
and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her,
and he ate. ' Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that
they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made
loincloths for themselves. The word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 32
A responsive reading of Psalm thirty two

1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put

away!

2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit

there is no guile!

3While | held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my

groaning all day long.

* For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was

dried up as in the heat of summer.

>Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. | said,

“I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the

guilt of my sin.

® Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of

trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

’You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; you surround

me with shouts of deliverance.

8“l will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; | will

guide you with my eye.

9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must

be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”

10 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those

who trust in the Lord.



11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; shout for joy, all who
are true of heart.

Second Reading Romans 5:12-19
A reading from Romans, the fifth chapter.

12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came
through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned *3for
sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned
when there is no law. *Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even
over those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of
the one who was to come.? But the free gift is not like the trespass.
For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more
surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one man,
Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 1 And the gift is not like the
effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass
brought condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses brings
justification. " If, because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned
through that one, much more surely will those who receive the
abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through
the one man, Jesus Christ. ® Therefore just as one man’s trespass led
to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to
justification and life for all. 1° For just as through the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so through the one man’s
obedience the many will be made righteous.

The word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation pg. 189
Gospel John 2:1-11

The Holy Gospel according to John, the second chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.
1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the
mother of Jesus was there. ?Jesus and his disciples had also been



invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus
said to him, “They have no wine.” * And Jesus said to her, “Woman,
what concern is that to me and to you? My hour has not yet

come.” > His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells

you.” ® Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish
rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said
to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the

brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the person
in charge of the banquet.” So they took it. ° When the person in charge
tasted the water that had become wine and did not know where it
came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), that
person called the bridegroom °and said to him, “Everyone serves the
good wine first and then the inferior wine after the guests have
become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” ! Jesus
did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee and revealed his glory,
and his disciples believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon So good, it catches us by surprise Pastor Wendy Moen

Hymn of the Day A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW 504

Blessing
O God, we remember with thanksgiving the orderliness of your
creation and preservation of life. Bless and accept the ministry of
Robbie in the stewardship of the resources entrusted to your church:
its people and their talents, its wisdom and energy from your Spirit,
and its wealth from your goodness. Amen.

Reception as Associate Member
Gathering God, you knit your people together in the body of Christ and
form congregations to do your good work. Be present in our feasting
and praying and our worship and service, so that this community
reflects your abundance and desire for the church on earth today and
always. Amen.



We give thanks for the unique stories and talents you bring to this
community. The church is a living organism, and your commitment
adds value and energy to who we are as a congregation.

We promise to welcome your faith as it flows through life’s joy and
challenges. We desire for this church to be a safe place where you can
show up as your true self and be received with love and grace.

All: Faith is a team sport, and we are in this together. In this
community, we choose curiosity over certainty, and strive to honor
each other’s faith expressions and life experiences with respect and
love.

New Member: | choose the fullness of this community!

All: We welcome you as an associate member of this congregation,
inspired and invested in the ministry we all share. You are beloved,
and your presence here is a gift! May God bless these new
relationships and our common call as agents of God’s mercy and the
abundance the world needs!

Prayers of Intercession

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us
pray for the world and its needs.

A brief silence.
God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the
will to resist temptation and to worship and serve you alone. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.
God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and
disobedience threaten this planet and the life it contains, lead us by
your Spirit into ways of reverence, awe, and gentleness. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.



God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in
places of violence with your steadfast love and give resilience to all
who work for peace. Grant courage to those who challenge, especially
around issues of racism and systemic oppression. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are
sick, give peace to all who groan in grief, and send companions to all
who are lonely or isolated. (Especially we pray for . . .) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who
hunger for bread, bring nourishment. For any among us who hunger
for truth, speak your life-giving word. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and
abounding grace, and for those who, by that same grace, now rest
eternally in you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and
salvation. Amen.

Exchange of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Let us share a sign of peace safely with one another.
Announcements

Vocal Choir Come to Jesus (Untitled Hymn) Chris Rice, arr. Mark Hayes
purchased in memory of Jill Reedy

Offering Prayer

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.



We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy Holy Holy

Eucharistic Prayer
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

pg. 190



to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.



Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

Communion Hymns

Lamb of God ELW 336
When | Survey the Wondrous Cross ELW 803
Lord Jesus, Think on Me ELW 599

Post Communion Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.



Prayer after Communion
God of our salvation,
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,
may we become Christ’s body in the world,
bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

-+ bless you now and always. Amen.

Sending Hymn Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song ELW 808
Dismissal

Go in peace. Believe the good news.

Thanks be to God.

Care to contribute to our Church and ministries?
Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving.
Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’!
(Electronic donations from a debit/credit card now accepted.)
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Announcements:

R R

i

Book Group March 12 we will discuss The Anxious Generation at 1:00pm @ Carlson’s
Social Action Team meets Tuesday, Feb 24 at 7:00pm in the Gateway Room

Education Meeting — Tuesday, Feb. 24 at 6pm in the Gateway Room

‘Hospitality Bags’ and ‘Sew at Home Bags’ by main doors- Take what you can help with
Now taking Easter Flower Orders! Please return completed form to the office by March 2
Lunch Bunch March 4, 11:30 Café on Main, Edgerton

Wednesday Lenten Worship 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please use the lower,

fellowship hall entrance.

i

Questions? Or looking for other opportunities to serve or gather? Ask the Pastor or

office!

WORSHIP NOTES

Pastor: Pastor Wendy Moen Acolyte: Ariana Smith

Assistant Minister: Ingrid Thompson Lector: Marijo Vols

Greeter: George Craig, Carol Pritchard

Communion Worship Assistants: Deb Oakland, Marijo Vols, Addeline Anderson
Organist/Pianist: Meghann Proper

Vocal Choir: Meghann Proper

Ushers: Karl Nissler, Thor Anderson, Sue Richards, Doug Juve
Sound/projection: Jude Surrell

Altar Guild: Eileen & Jack Nelson

Communion Prep: Dan & Deb Oakland

Covenant Lutheran Church
1525 N. Van Buren St.
Stoughton, WI 53589

(608) 873-7494

Email:
covlutheran@covluth.org
Website: www.covluth.org

Email:
PastorWendyMoen
@covluth.org

Pastor Wendy Moen
240-506-1388 cell




