% Covenant Lutheran Church, ELCA

We welcome you to Worship
February 8, 2026 at 9:30 a.m.

The People of Covenant are called to:

Gather, Grow and Go Serve

...With God’s Love!



Welcome Thank you for joining us for Worship today!

WORSHIP ORDER - Sunday, February 8, 2026 — 9:30 a.m.
Congregation participation in bold in bulletin.

ELW=Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymn Book,

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Land Acknowledgment
Covenant Lutheran Church acknowledges and honors the Indigenous
Peoples and their ancestral homelands on which we gather. We stand
on stolen ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and the many other
Indigenous Nations that have been historical occupants here. We
respect Native Americans as caretakers of this land and Mother Earth.
We strive to emulate the stewardship they first demonstrated. We
embrace Indigenous People in love and gratitude. May we always seek
a greater understanding of the Native community and their history as a
whole as we aspire to work in meaningful partnership.

Welcome

Call to Worship

God said, "Let there be light."

And there was light.

Jesus said, "I am the light of the world."
And the light shone in the darkness.

Jesus said, "You are the light of the world."
And the light shall not be quenched.

Children’s Time
Gathering Hymn Rise, Shine, You People! ELW 665

Greeting



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Kyrie pg. 138
Hymn of Praise Glory to God pg. 139-140

Prayer of the Day
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call
upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us
the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
First Reading Isaiah 58:1-9a
A reading from Isaiah, the fifty eighth chapter.

1 Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their
sins. 2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as
if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake
the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments; they
want God on their side. 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why
humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own
interest on your fast day and oppress all your workers. 4 You fast only
to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as
you do today will not make your voice heard on high. > Is such the fast
that | choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like
a bulrush and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a
day acceptable to the Lord? ®Is not this the fast that | choose: to loose
the bonds of injustice, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? ’Is it not to share your
bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them and not to hide yourself from



your own kin? 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and

your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before

you; the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. @ Then you shall
call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say,
“Here | am.” The word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 2:1-12
A reading from first Corinthians, the second chapter.

1When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming
the testimony of God to you with superior speech or wisdom. 2 For |
decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him
crucified. 3 And | came to you in weakness and in fear and in much
trembling. * My speech and my proclamation were made not with
persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and
of power, °so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on
the power of God. ® Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom,
though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who
are being destroyed. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery,
which God decreed before the ages for our glory @ and which none of
the rulers of this age understood, for if they had, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory. °But, as it is written, “What no eye has
seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has
prepared for those who love him”— 19°God has revealed to us through
the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of

God. ! For what human knows what is truly human except the human
spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s
except the Spirit of God. > Now we have received not the spirit of the
world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the
gifts bestowed on us by God.

The word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation pg. 142
Gospel Matthew 5:13-20



The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the fifth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste,
how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but
is thrown out and trampled under foot.'* “You are the light of the
world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. > People do not light a lamp
and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. ®In the same way, let
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven.!” “Do not think that | have
come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have come not to abolish
but to fulfill. 8 For truly | tell you, until heaven and earth pass away,
not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all
is accomplished. ¥ Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least
in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 2° For | tell you, unless
your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Wendy Moen
Hymn of the Day Christ, Be Our Light ELW 715

Prayers of Intercession
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church,
the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our
home.

A brief silence.

Your church does ministry in many and various ways. Keep the
baptized true to the mind of Christ, that our works and witness bring
hope to a troubled world. Merciful God,



receive our prayer.

Your marvelous creation cries out to you. Restore polluted air, soil, and
water sources to wholeness. Guard honeybees, elephants, great
whales and songbirds from harm, and renew the face of the earth.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, and the threat of
violence. Guide those in authority to govern with compassion, and
bring peace to war zones (areas of conflict may be named). We pray
for our enemies. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your blessings are poured out for all in need. Help and heal any who
experience trauma, discrimination, disease, hunger, abuse, or
persecution. Comfort those who are sick or grieving (especially).
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your wisdom guides this congregation and its ministries. Sustain our
ordained leaders, staff, lay leaders, and volunteers. Form us to be salt
and light for the neighbors we serve, following the example of Christ.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give thanks for their
lives of faith, trusting that we also will be embraced by your eternal
love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to
us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

Exchange of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Let us share a sign of peace safely with one another.

Announcements



Offering Prayer
God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have
prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the
wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the
reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown
forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him
your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he
revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

Holy Holy Holy pg. 144

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.



In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.



All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

Communion Hymns

Lamb of God pg. 146
Lead Me, Guide Me ELW 768
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ELW 712

Post Communion Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send
us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of
your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing
May the triune God,
who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise

*+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn This Little Light of Mine ELW 677
Dismissal

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.

Thanks be to God.

Care to contribute to our Church and ministries?
Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving.
Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’!
(Electronic donations from a debit/credit card now accepted.)
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Announcements:
T Bible Study gathers weekly on Wednesdays at 5:30pm in the Gateway Room

T Book Group Feb 12 at 1:00pm at Jan Walkers house, 838 Center Road, 608 335-8130

T Social Action Team meets Tuesday, Feb 24 at 6:30pm in the Gateway Room

T ‘Hospitality Bags’ and ‘Sew at Home Bags’ by main doors- Take what you can help with
T Questions? Or looking for other opportunities to serve or gather? Ask the Pastor or
office!



WORSHIP NOTES

Pastor: Pastor Wendy Moen Acolyte: Gwen Speth

Assistant Minister: Jean Simez Lector: Sunday School

Greeter: Laura Just, Tamarine Westrand

Communion Worship Assistants: Jean Sime, Sunday School
Organist/Pianist: Meghann Proper

Ushers: Mark Herbst, Loretta Smtih, William Cook, Gary Tarpinian
Sound/projection: Jude Surrell

Altar Guild: Eileen & Jack Nelson

Communion Prep: Dan & Deb Oakland

Fellowship Hosts: Donut Sunday

Covenant Lutheran Church
1525 N. Van Buren St.
Stoughton, WI 53589

(608) 873-7494

Email:
coviutheran@covluth.org
Website: www.covluth.org

Email:
PastorWendyMoen
@covluth.org

Pastor Wendy Moen
240-506-1388 cell




