Covenant Lutheran Church, ELCA

We welcome you to Worship this Wednesday!

February 18, 2026 at 6:30 p.m.

The People of Covenant are called to:

Gather, Grow and Go Serve

...With God’s Love!



Welcome Thank you for joining us for Worship today!

WORSHIP ORDER - Wednesday, February 18, 2026 — 6:30 p.m.
Congregation participation in bold in bulletin.
ELW=Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymn Book,

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Land Acknowledgment
Covenant Lutheran Church acknowledges and honors the Indigenous
Peoples and their ancestral homelands on which we gather. We stand
on stolen ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and the many other
Indigenous Nations that have been historical occupants here. We
respect Native Americans as caretakers of this land and Mother Earth.
We strive to emulate the stewardship they first demonstrated. We
embrace Indigenous People in love and gratitude. May we always seek
a greater understanding of the Native community and their history as a
whole as we aspire to work in meaningful partnership.

Welcome

Greeting
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Holy God, this Lent we do not want to miss your invitation. We do not
want to be so caught up in our own business that we miss the holiness
right in front of us. So, settle our hearts, and open our spirits to hear
your word anew. Help us hear your good news today. With hope we
pray, Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
Reading Joel 2:1-2,12-17
A reading from Joel, the second chapter.



1Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let
all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is
coming, it is near %a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and
thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great and
powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old, nor will be
again after them in ages to come. ?Yet even now, says the Lord, return
to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with
mourning; 3rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to

the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. **Who knows
whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a
grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord, your God? °Blow the
trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; °gather the
people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the
children, even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room,
and the bride her canopy. ’Between the vestibule and the altar let the
priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep. Let them say, “Spare your
people, O Lord, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword
among the nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, ‘Where
is their God?’” The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 51:1-17
A responsive reading of Psalm fifty-one

'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

2Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.

3For | know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.

“Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so
you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.

’Indeed, | was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s
womb.



®Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me
know wisdom deep within.

’Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and | shall
be purer than snow.

8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may
rejoice.

Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.

10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me.

11Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit
from me.

12Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your
bountiful Spirit.

13Let me teach your ways to offenders, and sinners shall be restored to
you.

1“Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, and my tongue
shall sing of your righteousness.

150 Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

15For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | would give it.
You are not pleased with burnt offering.

7The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; a troubled and broken heart,
O God, you will not despise. The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Luke 14:15-24
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the fourteenth chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

150ne of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is
anyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” ** Then Jesus said
to him, “Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. }” At the time
for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited,
‘Come, for everything is ready now.” ¥ But they all alike began to make



excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of land, and | must
go out and see it; please accept my regrets.” *° Another said, ‘| have
bought five yoke of oxen, and | am going to try them out; please accept
my regrets.” 22 Another said, ‘| have just been married, and therefore |
cannot come.” 2! So the slave returned and reported this to his master.
Then the owner of the house became angry and said to his slave, ‘Go
out at once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the
poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.” 22 And the slave said, ‘Sir,
what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.” 22 Then the
master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel
people to come in, so that my house may be filled. 2*For | tell you,
none of those who were invited will taste my dinner.” "The Gospel of
the Lord,

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon  The Good News is...All Are Invited Pastor Wendy Moen
Hymn of the Day Bless Now, O God, the Journey ELW 326

Invitation to Lent
Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of
remembering Jesus’ Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is
renewed. We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for
repentance and for God’s mercy.

We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one
another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion
separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not
enjoy the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against
evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor.
| invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent self-examination and
repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love
strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our
journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’
death and resurrection.



Confession and Forgiveness
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection and self-
examination.

Loving God, you invite us deeper into faith, deeper into relationship,
and deeper into community. You invite us to your table, but we cling
to the wall. We RSVP “Maybe.” We come up with excuses for why we
can’t attend. Forgive us for doubting the invitation, and forgive us for
doubting our worth. Show us how to respond to you with confidence
instead of hesitancy, and joy instead of doubt. With gratitude we
pray, Amen.

Blessing and Imposition of Ashes
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.
May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding
us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal
life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

All may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes.
Music Lead Me To The Cross Hillsong United

After those who desire ashes have received them, all may kneel or sit,
and the minister continues.

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Friends, no matter how many times we mess up, no matter how many
times we lose our way, no matter how many times we decline God’s
invitation, God will never stop inviting us to the table. There is and always
will be a seat saved for you. So join me in these good news words:

We are forgiven, again and again.

We are invited, again and again.

We are loved, from beginning to end.

Thanks be to God, our Inviter. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us
pray for the world and its needs.
A brief silence.
Guide your church, O God. Accompany all Christians in this season of
repentance, and renew our faith in the riches of grace you give to us in
baptism. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Heal this earth, O God. Satisfy the needs of every parched place, every
diverse ecosystem, every suffering creature. Though all return to dust,
grant beauty and purpose to each living thing. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
Restore the nations, O God. Let your healing spring up quickly across
the world. Give all in authority the will to loose the bonds of injustice
and let any who are oppressed go free. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
Deliver your people, O God. Comfort any whose hearts are rent by
grief, uphold any who are sick, bring food to those who hunger, and
give housing to all without shelter especially, <go to list of names>.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Bless this assembly, O God. Reconcile us to one another and to you.
Strengthen our resolve to fast from evil, open our hands in sharing,
and quicken our prayer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Hold us forever, O God. We thank you for all who now know their
treasure in heaven, and for all who on earth proclaimed your
abounding, steadfast love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and
salvation. Amen.

Announcements

Offering Prayer
O God, maker of heaven and earth,
your steadfast love embraces all creation.
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.



Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Liturgy of Holy Communion and Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts!

We lift them to the Lord!

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.



Communion Hymns Lamb of God pg. 191
Be Thou My Vision ELW 793

Post Communion Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

-+ bless you now and always.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God.

Please depart in silence. Blessings on your Lenten journey

Care to contribute to our Church and ministries?
Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving.
Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’!
(Electronic donations from a debit/credit card now accepted.)




Announcements:

T Wednesday Lenten Worship 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please use the lower
fellowship hall entrance.

T Education Meeting — Tuesday, Feb. 24 at 6pm in the Gateway Room

T Social Action Team meets Tuesday, Feb 24 at 7pm in the Gateway Room

T ‘Hospitality Bags’ and ‘Sew at Home Bags’ by main doors- Take what you can help with
T Questions? Or looking for other opportunities to serve or gather? Ask the Pastor or
office!

WORSHIP NOTES

Pastor: Pastor Wendy Moen Acolyte: Gavin Schumacher

Assistant Minister: Philayne Chose Lector: Russ Horton

Greeter: Dan and Deb Oakland

Communion Worship Assistants: Philayne Chose
Organist/Pianist/Vocalists: Meghann Proper

Ushers: Thomas Chose, Jack Cope, Stephen V. Peterson, Peder Melhuse
Sound/projection: Jude Surrell

Altar Guild: Eileen & Jack Nelson

Communion Prep: Dan & Deb Oakland

Fellowship Hosts: Wagner family (Adam, Jessica, Mia)

Covenant Lutheran Church
1525 N. Van Buren St.
Stoughton, WI 53589

(608) 873-7494

Email:
covlutheran@covluth.org
Website: www.covluth.org

Email:
PastorWendyMoen
@covluth.org

Pastor Wendy Moen
240-506-1388 cell




