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We welcome you to Sunday Worship!
April 12, 2026 at 9:30 AM

The People of Covenant are called to:
Gather, Grow, and Go Serve

...with God’s Love!



Welcome! Thank you for joining us for Worship today!

WORSHIP ORDER - Sunday, April 12, 2026 — 9:30 AM
Congregation participation is given in bold.
ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal)
NFC = Now the Feast and Celebration Booklet (Back of Hymnal)

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude

Land Acknowledgment

Covenant Lutheran Church acknowledges and honors the Indigenous
Peoples and their ancestral homelands on which we gather. We stand on
stolen ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and the many other
Indigenous Nations that have been historical occupants here. We respect
Native Americans as caretakers of this land and Mother Earth. We strive
to emulate the stewardship they first demonstrated. We embrace
Indigenous People in love and gratitude. May we always seek a greater
understanding of the Native community and their history as a whole, as
we aspire to work in meaningful partnership.

Welcome

Call to Worship

We come as we are:

doubting Thomases, fearful disciples,
sorrowing exiles, rejoicing psalmists!

You come as you are:

Risen Christ, Christ of peace,
Holy Spirit, Spirit of forgiveness,
God of life, God of new birth!

Show us the fullness of your joy!
Show us the path of life and living hope!

Children’s Time



Gathering Hymn That Easter Day with Joy was Bright ELW 384

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Hymn of Praise — Now the Feast NFCp. 4

Prayer of the Day

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the
hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you
and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

First Reading Acts 2:143, 22-32
A reading from the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, beginning
with the fourteenth verse.

142 peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the
crowd: 22 “Fellow lIsraelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth,
a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs
that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know 23 this man,
handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. ?* But
God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because
it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 2> For David says
concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades
or let your Holy One experience corruption.



28You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
29 “Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David
that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this
day. 3°Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath
to him that he would put one of his descendants on his
throne. 3! Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah,
saying,
‘He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

The word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 16
A responsive reading of Psalm sixteen.

! Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you;
| have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all
other.”
2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
3 But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
*1 will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.
>0 Lord, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
® My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, | have a rich inheritance.
7| will bless the Lord who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
&1 have set the Lord always before me;
because God is at my right hand, | shall not be shaken.



My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
19 For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
1You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are
pleasures forevermore.

Second Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9
A reading from the first chapter of Peter’s first letter to the church in Asia
Minor, beginning with the third verse.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great
mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead #and into an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, > who are
being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready
to be revealed in the last time. ®In this you rejoice, even if now for a little
while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of
your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor
when Jesus Christ is revealed. & Although you have not seen him, you love
him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and
rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, ° for you are receiving the
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

The word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation NFC p. 8

Gospel John 20:19-31
The Holy Gospel according to John, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2° After he



said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ?!Jesus said to them again, “Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” 22 When he had said
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them:; if you retain the sins
of any, they are retained.”

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. 2° So the other disciples told him, “We have
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in
his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his
side, | will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt but believe.” 2 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” ?° Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that
are not written in this book. 3! But these are written so that you may
continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon Pastor Wendy Moen
Hymn of the Day We Walk By Faith, vs. 2-5 ELW 635

Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.



Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that
do not exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed
day by day.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open
us to the wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the
complexity of subatomic particles.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and
openness to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens
to work for peace in their nations.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in
any way. Especially...

Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you
have prepared for them.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual
affection. Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody your
forgiving and sacrificial love.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and
have joined the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring
us with them into your glorious presence.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior. Amen.



Exchange of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Let us share a sign of peace with one another.

Announcements

Offering and Offering Prayer

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will
hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In
the name of Jesus, Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy NFCp. 11



Eucharistic Prayer

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.

Your mercy is everlasting

and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us



and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

First Communion student Clarissa Kim and her family are invited
forwarded to receive Holy Communion first, then the congregation is
invited to follow.



Communion Hymns Lamb of God NFC p. 14
The Peace of the Lord ELW 646
You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ELW 484

Post Communion Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to
love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name
of Jesus, Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

++ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises ELW 535

Dismissal
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Care to contribute to our Church and ministries?
Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving.
Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’!
(Electronic donations from a debit/credit card now accepted.)

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Used by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License # SAS000356.



Announcements:

T Alleluia! Christ Is Risen! He Is Risen Indeed, ALLELUIA!!!

7T Thank You to all who volunteered with landscape cleanup yesterday!

T New Member Class is after worship today and Tue, April 14, 6:00 PM in Gateway

T Bible Study will resume this Wed, April 15, 5:30 PM in Gateway

7T Confirmation classes will resume this Wed, April 15, 6:30 PM in Gateway

T Lunch Bunch will meet Wed, May 6, 11:30 AM at Deaks RSVP: Marijo (608) 873-0622

WORSHIP NOTES

Pastor: Pastor Wendy Moen Acolyte:

Assistant Minister: Ingrid Thompson, Lola, and Mia Lector: Gracie and Quinby
Greeters: Jack and Helga Cope

Communion Worship Assistants: Clarissa, Lola, and Millie

Organist/Pianist: Meghann Proper

Ushers: Norm and Verjean Sime, Tom Christian, Carol Pritchard, Anneliese, Jaxon
Sound/projection: Jude Surrell

Altar Guild: Kirsten Almo & Larry Beck

Communion Prep: Wagner Family

Fellowship Hosts: Donut Sunday

Covenant Lutheran Church Office: (608) 873-7494
1525 N. Van Buren St. Email: covlutheran@covluth.org
Stoughton, WI 53589 Website: www.covluth.org

Pastor Wendy Moen
Cell: (240) 506-1388
Email: PastorWendyMoen@CovLuth.org




