g Covenant Lutheran Church, ELCA

We welcome you to Sunday Worship!
June 7, 2026 at 9:30 AM

The People of Covenant are called to:
Gather, Grow, and Go Serve

...with God’s Love!



Welcome! Thank you for joining us for Worship today!

WORSHIP ORDER - Sunday, June 7, 2026 — 9:30 AM
Congregation participation is given in bold.
ACS = All Creation Sings (Indigo Hymnal)
ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal)

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude

Welcome Statement

Jesus welcomed everyone. Following his example, Covenant Lutheran
Church welcomes people of all races and cultures, sexual orientation,
gender identity and expression, abilities, mental health, income,
relationship status, addictions, and past or current misdeeds. We are all
children of God. We all have different gifts and we need one another.

We welcome you along with your family, children, friends, neighbors,
partners, and loved ones.

We see you as we see ourselves, vulnerable to the challenges of
humanity, and deeply loved by God.

You are invited to fully participate in the life and work of Covenant. We
want you to be part of us, just as you are. As a church community, we are
committed to striving for racial equity among all of God’s children. We
hope you’ll join us as we learn and grow together.

Welcome

Call to Worship

Come into God’s presence. All are welcome here.

Come, saints and sinners alike. We are all God’s children.
Faith has brought us here. Grace will make us whole.
Come! Let us worship.

Children’s Time



Gathering Hymn God, We Gather as Your People ACS 1038

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Hymn of Praise — Glory be to God ELW p. 204

Prayer of the Day

O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the
power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to
the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

First Reading Hosea 5:15 - 6:6
The first reading is from the fifth chapter of the prophet Hosea, beginning
with the fifteenth verse:

151 will return again to my place
until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face.
In their distress they will beg my favor:
61“Come, let us return to the Lord,
for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us;
he has struck down, and he will bind us up.
2 After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up,
that we may live before him.
3 Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord;
his appearing is as sure as the dawn;
he will come to us like the showers,
like the spring rains that water the earth.”
4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?
What shall | do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud,



like the dew that goes away early.
>Therefore | have hewn them by the prophets;
| have killed them by the words of my mouth,
and my judgment goes forth as the light.
®For | desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,
the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 50:7-15
A responsive reading of the fiftieth Psalm, beginning with the seventh
verse:
"“Hear, O my people, and | will speak,
O Israel, | will testify against you.
| am God, your God.
8 Not for your sacrifices do | rebuke you;
your burnt offerings are continually before me.
1 will not accept a bull from your house
or goats from your folds.
10 For every wild animal of the forest is mine,
the cattle on a thousand hills.
111 know all the birds of the air,
and all that moves in the field is mine.
1241 | were hungry, | would not tell you,
for the world and all that is in it is mine.
13Do | eat the flesh of bulls
or drink the blood of goats?
14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,
and pay your vows to the Most High.
15 Call on me in the day of trouble;
| will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”



Second Reading Romans 4:13-25
The second reading is from the fourth chapter of Paul’s letter to the
church in Rome, beginning with the thirteenth verse:

13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham
or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of
faith. ¥ For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is
null and the promise is void. *> For the law brings wrath, but where there
is no law, neither is there transgression.

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may
rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not
only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “l have made
you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist. ® Hoping against hope, he believed that he would
become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So
shall your descendants be.” ° He did not weaken in faith when he
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was
about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 2° No
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, %! being fully convinced that
God was able to do what he had promised. ?2 Therefore “it was reckoned
to him as righteousness.” 22 Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,”
were written not for his sake alone 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned
to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 2> who
was handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation — Alleluia Lord and Savior ELW p. 205



Gospel Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the ninth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the
tax-collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and
followed him.

10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners
came and were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 1 When the Pharisees
saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax
collectors and sinners?” 2 But when he heard this, he said, “Those who
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. *Go and
learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For | have not come
to call the righteous but sinners.”

18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in
and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and
lay your hand on her, and she will live.” ** And Jesus got up and followed
him, with his disciples. 2° Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering
from a flow of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched
the fringe of his cloak, 2! for she was saying to herself, “If | only touch his
cloak, | will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take
heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was
made well from that moment. 22 When Jesus came to the leader’s house
and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, ?* he said,
“Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him.
25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by
the hand, and the girl got up. 2® And the report of this spread through all
of that district.

The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon Pastor Wendy Moen

Hymn of the Day @ We Come to You for Healing, Lord ELW 617
(vs. 1-3, 5)



Prayers of Intercession
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the
needs of the world.

A brief silence.

God of mercy, you call us to a life filled with acts of mercy. Ground us in
following Christ, that we might extend the mercy we receive.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of creation, all you have made is yours. Revive lands in need of
healing and make us wise stewards of all you have given us to tend.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of the nations, you promise to deliver those who call on you. Bring
an end to conflict, bigotry, and injustice in all their forms wherever they
are found.

God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of comfort, you provide for those in need. Bring an end to addiction.
Comfort people as they mourn. Provide tenderly for those in need.
Especially...

God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of blessings, you send the Holy Spirit to provide varieties of gifts in
the body of Christ. Accompany those who travel this summer, make our
gatherings joyous, and grant us a spirit of hospitality and togetherness.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of life, we give you thanks for saints whose lives revealed your
faithfulness. May remembering their faithfulness strengthen our own.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and
unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

Exchange of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Let us share a sign of peace with one another.



Announcements

Offering and Offering Prayer

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and your creation provides us with an abundance of what we need. May
our gifts of all kinds and our labor contribute to the building of a blessed
community which welcomes all people, that sees all people, and that
works for justice for all people. Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW p. 207

Eucharistic Prayer

Beloveds of God, Community of saints, we are called to gather around
the table of love and emancipation, to immerse our whole selves in the
visions of God, to be nurtured by this meal of promise and love.

God calls each and every one of us just as we are. Bring your small
bodies, tall bodies, and bodies in between. Bring your differently abled



bodies, your chronically ill bodies, bring your aching bodies, your healing
bodies, rested and renewed bodies. Bring your trans bodies, bodies
yearning to be free, bodies destined for metamorphosis. Bring your
scarred bodies, pierced bodies, and tattooed bodies. Bring your perfectly
imperfect bodies. Bring all of you.

There is more than enough room. Christ invites us to the table of
abundance and nourishment to be fed. Come and be fully fed. Come just
as you are. Come out, come in; you are welcome here.

As we are united together in this holy meal, we remember all the ways
that Christ has shown up for us. Through the birth, life, death, and
resurrection of the Holy One. On the night that Jesus’ closest friends
handed him over, Jesus sat at a crowded table surrounded by those he
loved the most, talking, sharing, and connecting.

As he was spending his last meal with his beloveds, Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and shared it with the disciples saying, “Take, eat;
this is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the meal was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to God, and
shared it with his disciples, saying, “Drink from this, beloveds; this is the
cup of the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Holy Spirit, come over this meal, fill us to the brim with the blessings that
only you can give. Give us new and receptive hearts for all that you have
in store for us. For the sake of our community, for the lives lost and the
lives yet to come, for the land where we dwell, feed us wholly, until the
day we meet our creator face to face. Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Communion Hymns Lamb of God ELW p. 208
Have No Fear, Little Flock ELW 764
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee ELW 836

Post Communion Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through
this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now
and forever. Amen.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

May the Creator of all embolden us to be fiercely and authentically
human. May the Holy Protector guide us as we continue to discover the
fullness of who we are. And may the Spirit of Truth and Wisdom guide us
to seek justice for all.

Amen.

Sending Hymn I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me ELW 860

Dismissal
Go forth with courage, loving God, and serving neighbors.
Thanks be to God!

Care to contribute to our congregation and its ministries?
Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving.
Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’!
(Electronic donations from a debit/credit card now accepted.)

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Used by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License # SAS000356.
Portions adapted from Pride Worship 2026 by ReconcilingWorks.



Announcements:
7T Bible Study is on Wednesdays at 5:30 PM in Gateway

T Book Club meets here this Thursday, Jun 11 at 1 PM | RSVP to Karen Hanson

T Vacation Bible School is Jun 22-25 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM register now!

T Volunteer for Vacation Bible School by helping with groups, games, crafts, snacks,
check-in, or set-up. Talk with Karla for details!

This Week’s Worship Leaders & Volunteers
Pastor: Pastor Wendy Moen Acolyte: Jacob
Assistant Minister: Deb Oakland Lector: Kimberly Currie
Greeters: Norm & Jean Sime
Communion Assistants: Deb Oakland and Kimberly Currie
Organist/Pianist: Meghann Proper
Ushers: Karl Nissler, Sue Richards, Doub Juve
Sound/Projection: Jude Surrell
Altar Guild: Jane Edwards
Communion Prep: Jane Edwards
Fellowship Host: Hinshaw & Evans Families
Worship Flowers: Scott & Nancy Hartman, in celebration of their 52" Wedding
Anniversary!

Covenant Lutheran Church (608) 873-7494
1525 N. Van Buren St. CovLutheran@CovlLuth.org
Stoughton, WI 53589 www.CovLuth.org

Pastor Wendy Moen | Cell: (240) 506-1388
PastorWendyMoen@CovLuth.org




