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If I were to preach a sermon series entitled,

“Things | Wish Jesus Had Never Said”,

this gospel text would certainly be included in it.
Were you thinking it was “good news”

as you heard these words from Jesus? Listen again...

“Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not come
to bring peace, but a sword. 3>For | have come to set a man against his
father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against
her mother-in-law; 3°and one’s foes will be members of one’s own
household. 3’ Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of
me,; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;
38and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of
me. 3°Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake will find it.”

Words like these are called “hard sayings.”

They are hard because they are confusing and difficult—

hard to understand.

They are hard in the sense of harsh and uncompromising—hard to take.

This whole passage is full of dire warning of coming persecutions.
Jesus’ words are urgent counsel to

people who are under pressure,

who fear for their safety and their very lives.

Jesus urges them to proclaim the gospel even as

he warns them that doing this might get them killed.

In this atmosphere of heightened intensity and fear,

full of secrets and enemies,

Jesus challenges his listeners to take sides.

He draws a line,

and tells them who is going to be on each side of that line.
At that point, his listeners are probably wondering

what happened to their gentle teacher and friend,

the one the prophets called the “prince of peace.”
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He sets them straight:

“Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth.
| have not come to bring peace, but a sword.”

Fighting words—not the prince of peace,

but Jeremiah’s dread warrior.

In case you’ve forgotten what’s happening in this section of Matthew,
Jesus has given the 12 a pretty big job.

Earlier in this chapter, Jesus summoned his disciples and

gave them authority over unclean spirits,

power to cast out demons and to

Cure every disease and sickness.

He tells them they are to go to the lost sheep of Israel,

To be vulnerable, trusting that God will provide for them.

And, then he gets to what they can expect along the way:

Expect to be betrayed by those in your family, your synagogue and
Expect to be brought up on trial in religious circles

And governmental courts.

Because Jesus was called Beelzebul, Prince of demons — Satan
they should expect to be called Beelzebul, too.

One could say that Jesus spoke “the truth, the whole truth,
frankly and boldly” to those who followed him.

It’s going to be hard. You are going to be persecuted.

You are going to lose some family and friends, he says.
You may even be arrested and killed.

That’s right, things are sooooo messed up that

The arrival of the kingdom of God is going to upset some people,
The Good News is going to challenge the way things are being done
And, yes, the results could be painful, disastrous, fatal even.

But, have no fear, Jesus says, because
God’s purposes are always revealed,
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Because God is in control of the future
And God is in control right here and now, too. !

Nothing that could happen to you, Jesus says,

is to be feared as much as

the one who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
The worst that can happen as you carry out my mission
is not as bad as a spiritual death

where you would be separated from God.

Jesus isn’t actually telling us to have no fear at all.

Jesus simply wants us to fear the right thing,

And to fear in the right way.

Or, at the very least, to know the consequences that await us.

God, and only God is in charge of life, death and life.

And, because we know what it feels like to fear
We have some idea of how the disciples might have felt.
Fear is a natural reaction.

What'’s important here is that fear should not stop us from acting.
Despite the disciples’ fear, they went out and
were very effective in their ministry with people.

They were sent to proclaim the kingdom of heaven was near.
They were to heal and to cast out demons,

Cure every disease and every sickness,

They were to take nothing and depend on God’s provision.

Where are the demons to be cast out today?
Greed is a demon.

Prejudice is a demon.

Jealousy is a demon.

Indifference is a demon.
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When these take hold of our hearts they need to be cast out.

Who will cast them out?
Jesus sends us out to silence and rid our communities of demons.

What about sicknesses to be cured?

Cancer, depression, anxiety, HIV and AIDS,

Heart disease and Parkinson’s disease.

Jesus sends us out to heal our brothers and sisters who are ill.

What is dead that needs to be raised?

Perhaps 2 people bereft over the loss of their child and a marriage in
danger of being lost.

Perhaps hope in the heart and mind of a homeless woman struggling to
feed her child and have a safe place to sleep.

Perhaps trust for the child assaulted by an older family member.
Who will restore the dead to life? Jesus wants us to do this.
Following Jesus is not for the faint of heart.

To answer the call is scary and exhilarating.

It will take you to places you do not know.

This gospel urges us to risk present discomfort

For long-term reward.

Jesus wants us to choose action over inaction.

In a few minutes we will sing the hymn,
Will you Come and Follow Me.

Will you follow? Will you face your fears?
Be assured that you have companions on this journey.
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Most of all, be assured that the things we fear
Are not the final word on our lives.?

In the bread and wine of communion

We receive the final word on our lives.
Jesus’ body given for us.

Jesus’ blood shed for us for our forgiveness.

Thanks be to God.
Amen.
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