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Grace and peace to you from our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Amen.

Last week, we celebrated the Ascension and

today we get to celebrate the coming of what Jesus promised:
the Holy Spirit, the power from on high that

would help the apostles and generations of believers

bear witness to the ends of the earth.

At Pentecost, that Spirit is sent to a whole community.

It came down to the disciples gathered in Jerusalem,

and blew them over the whole known world.

They took on the task of renewing a ministry that seemed decisively dead—
the ministry of Jesus,

that had ended in complete and abject failure by every measure of the world.
His followers had deserted him.

His own people had turned against him.

The rulers of their world had pronounced the death sentence,

and he had died a shocking and disgraceful death on the cross.

At the Ascension, Jesus told them to wait

in Jerusalem for this power to come to them.

And, from Pentecost on, they preached the good news,
shared the hospitality of strangers and outsiders,
healed the sick, and even raised the dead.

“Now there were devout Jews”:

Acts 2 focuses on the growth of belief in Jesus among Jews,

not among Gentiles as will be the case later in Acts.

These devout Jews are not pilgrims who had traveled to Jerusalem;
they are immigrants, inhabitants of Jerusalem (Acts 2:5).

Their homelands encircle Palestine in all directions (2:9-11).
Further, they have mother tongues other than

the languages of Palestine (Acts 2:8, 11).

This points to the cultural diversity of Jews of Luke’s day,
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likely caused in part by various diasporas.!

This year, it's the many languages that have caught my attention.
Language is so much more than spoken or written words.
Contained in language is culture, history,

psychology and spiritualities, religions.

Language informs our approach to the world

and to those who speak a different language.

Language expresses thoughts, feelings.

Language can lift up or beat down.

It is with spoken language that we try to

bridge the differences that so often divide.

To speak across barriers of race, ethnicity, gender, religion, culture,
or politics is to challenge stereotype.

If you’ve ever attempted to learn a different language and

been forced to use it while traveling or working with others

who speak a different language, you know it takes courage,
bravery, openness and humility to speak across these barriers.

Has there ever been a time when we’ve needed such brave,

boundary-crossing acts more acutely than we do right now?

As the world grows more and more tribal; as nations, cities,

and even faith communities turn on each other out of suspicion and selfishness;
Pentecost reminds us that God desires to pour out the Holy Spirit on us,

so that we might learn new and life-giving ways of being the Church,

of being Love incarnate for an imperiled world?

What languages do we need to speak right now that we’ve never spoken before?
Where does the fire need to fall,

to burn away all that hinders us from

being bearers of Good News in this time and place??

When the disciples and their friends began to speak in foreign languages,
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the crowds gathered outside their meeting place understood them.

And this — the fact of their comprehension — was what confused them.
They were not confused by the message itself;

the message came through with perfect clarity in their respective languages.

God had never before spoken to so many people
in their own language at one time.

How was this happening?

What was happening?

What did it mean?

It was as if God was saying to each of them:

“I know you. | know where you came from.

It’s like the hymn we sang last week at Harper and Hayden’s baptism:
| was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old,
and everything in between.

But God knew them individually, personally,

intimately through their mother tongue language.

What a welcome that was!

As if to say, "This Spirit-drenched place, this fledging church, this new Body of
Christ, is yours. You don't have to feel like outsiders here;

we speak your language, too.

Come in. Come in and feel at home."?

The Spirit used language that Pentecost day

as faith formation for many people.

Language has passed our faith down to us today.

As Christians, we hold language, our words, in high regard.

Like our Jewish and Muslim brothers and sisters, we are People of the Book.
We love the creation stories of Genesis,

in which God births the very cosmos into existence by speaking:

"And God said."

"In the beginning was the Word,"

3 Ibid.
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begins John's dazzling poem about the Incarnate Christ.
On Sunday mornings, we profess our faith in the
languages of liturgy, creed, prayer, and music.

In short, we believe that language has power.

Words make worlds.

And unmake them, too.

That day, there were some who were astonished.

And there were some who were suspicious and cynical.
But even in that atmosphere of suspicion and cynicism,
some people spoke, and some people listened,

and into those astonishing exchanges,

God breathed fresh life.

| hope that the Pentecost story compels us,

because it's a story for this time, this moment.

As division and despair grow,

we may be tempted to grow complacent,

or to turn in on ourselves and forget that we are part of a much larger whole.
We live in a world where words have become toxic,

where the languages of so many "isms"

threaten to divide and destroy us.

The troubles of our day are global, civilizational, catastrophic.

If we don't learn the art of speaking across the borders that currently separate us,
we will burn ourselves down to ash.

In the face of difference, God compels us to engage.
In the face of fear, Jesus breathes forth peace.

Out of love, God sends the Holy Spirit.

It’s our turn now.

Receive the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



