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Grace and peace to you from our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

This second Sunday of Pentecost we are taken into the heart of Jesus’ ministry 

and the effect our faith has on our lives, those around us and the world.  

 

Two things have caught my attention this time around reading the gospel. 

 

First, the call of Matthew.  

One verse tells the whole story. 

9  As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the 

tax-collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and 

followed him. 

 

Now, tax collectors were not mildly unpopular civil servants  

trapped in a difficult department.  

They were collaborators in an oppressive system,  

and many were lining their own pockets as well.  

Matthew is not the sort of person a  

sensible Messiah would put on the recruitment poster.1 

 

But, there’s Matthew, sitting there doing his thing 

and Jesus walks toward him.  

Jesus sees Matthew.  

But, Jesus doesn’t see just Matthew, the tax collector.  

He sees a full human being.  

He sees a soul who is “sick”,  

and he sees possibilities.  

He is able to see beyond the greed, 

the conniving and skimming.  

 

Jesus says, “Follow me.” 

And, now it is Matthew who sees the possibilities. 

Matthew sees Jesus is offering something more than 

                                                           
1 Kennar, Tom. When Faith Becomes Theatre - Tom Kennar 

https://tomkennar.substack.com/p/when-faith-becomes-theatre
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the transactional encounters of his tax collecting world.  

Transactions that have left him with a God-sized hole from 

the fleecing of his own people and complicity with the oppressor.  

 

And, what’s interesting is that Jesus makes no promise to Matthew. 

Jesus doesn’t say, follow me and I’ll make you right with your people again.  

In the First Nations Version of the New Testament, the verse is 

“come and walk the road with me.” 

Jesus is inviting Matthew on a journey, a path to what Jesus doesn’t say. 

Turns out, it’s a journey of external and internal paths that Jesus calls him to.  

And, so, along with the other healings in this gospel selection today,  

for the first time this year, I saw Matthew’s call as a healing story. 

his call to walk the road of haling and leave behind the  

soul-killing life of a cheating tax collector.   

 

That’s the Good News for us, too.  

We don’t have to be perfect to walk the road with Jesus.  

In fact, it might work out better for us if we’re not.  

We don’t, after all, want to be like the Pharisees. 

 

But, we do find ourselves acting like the Pharisees.   

We judge who should receive mercy and who should not.  

Extending grace and mercy is harder still when we’re tired, 

when someone seems unbothered that their behavior hurts others, 

when we feel we are owed an apology and one doesn’t come our way.  

We judge, too, by comparing ourselves to others.   

And like the Pharisees, sometimes think we have all of the answers,  

know the way things should be… 

how many times have you heard or said 

“if only they would follow my advice,  

they wouldn’t have such problems...”   

And like the Pharisees, we think we know the right way to worship, 

what Jesus would say about this and that.  

 

To this, “Jesus say, Go back. Start again. You have missed the point.  
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I desire mercy not sacrifice.” 

 

At the heart of Jesus’ statement is the question for us today: 

has our faith made us merciful? 

Has our faith made us merciful? 

 

“And, dear ones, mercy is not vague niceness.  

Mercy is not smiling benignly while  

leaving everything exactly as cruel as it was before.  

Mercy moves towards the wounded.  

Mercy crosses the room.  

Mercy sits at the wrong table.  

Mercy risks criticism from respectable people.  

Mercy is what love looks like when it has sleeves rolled up. 

 

That is why the two healing stories that follow Matthew’s calling matter so much. 

A leader comes to Jesus because his daughter has died.  

A woman who has been bleeding for twelve years reaches out  

and touches the fringe of his cloak.  

They are human need in its rawest form. 

Both are stories of desperation.  

Both disturb proper boundaries.  

 

And Jesus does not preserve his holiness by staying away.  

He lets himself be touched.  

He takes the girl by the hand.  

He moves towards suffering, not away from it.  

His holiness is not fragile.  

It does not need protecting from human pain.  

His holiness is mercy in motion. 

 

What do our faith and our worship, where, Jesus says, 

God desires mercy, do to us?  

What happens around the water cooler on Monday? 

How do we act on social media between Sundays? 
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If our understanding of the bible and our worship  

is making us more judgmental, something has gone wrong. 

If it is making us more afraid of the outsider,  

something has gone wrong.  

If it is making us more protective of our status than of the vulnerable,  

something has gone wrong.  

If it is teaching us to admire power because power uses Christian language, 

something has gone badly, dangerously wrong. 

 

But if worship sends us out a little less impressed by ourselves and  

a little more attentive to pain,  

then perhaps it is becoming true worship. 

“I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” 

 

God desires our altar to be a table where the hungry are fed,  

the unworthy are welcomed,  

the failures are called,  

and the dead are raised.  

We come here not to prove that we are perfect,  

but to be remade in the likeness of Christ. 

Still today, Christ is found at the wrong table,  

with the wrong people,  

asking the wrong sort of disciples to follow him. 

Thanks be to God for that.”2  

Amen. 

 

                                                           
2 Ibid. 


