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Grace and peace to you from our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

It’s an exciting day as we celebrate our high school graduates and  

our scholarship recipients! 

It is surely the Holy Spirit moving that has us holding these celebrations today 

alongside the celebration of the Trinity. 

Graduates, you were my very first Confirmation class at Covenant,  

so, I know you remember the Trinity from Confirmation class, right?!  

That’s the 3 in 1 and 1 in 3 mystery we call  

God the Father, Jesus the Son and Holy Spirit 3 in 1 and 1 in 3.  

The Trinity celebration is especially appropriate today,  

I think because our understanding of God, in whose image we are made,  

informs who we are.  

How can we know who we are,  

and what we were made for, 

and who we should be to each other, 

unless we know who God is?1 

These are questions to ask at milestone times.  

 

About the Trinity, Richard Rohr, Franciscan priest and theologian, suggests  

“Start with the Three and see that this is the deepest nature of the One.” 

So, threeness is the ground and essence of God’s being.  

What might that tell us about God? 

And then ourselves? 

 

First, something that is 3 in one changes and moves.  

So, God is not static.  

The God we worship is always on the move,  

always spilling over, God meets us where we are.  

If God’s nature is flow and movement and dance,  

if God is constantly evolving, then so are we.  

Change is a part of life.  

Families change and evolve, often around milestones in life. 

                                                           
1 Thomas, Debie. www.journeywithjesus.net 2020. 

http://www.journeywithjesus.net/
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Even good changes can be hard.  

And God is in the midst of them.  

 

Second, each person of the Trinity is unique.  

They are different than the other. 

They are distinct.  

Yet they are divine and make up the divine.  

God is diverse.  

This diversity and difference is a good thing. 

Our churches, homes, cities, our world, need people 

with curiosity about difference and diversity.  

Our churches homes and world need people who  

value diversity because that is what it is to be made in God’s image.  

 

Third, God’s threeness means relationships, is relationship, 

is community, is connection and intimacy. 

That God is community reminds us that we, too, 

are made for relationship and connection.  

Our world needs our good relationships. 

Our world needs us to show up authentically, 

as the unique individuals we have been created to be 

to love and support one another  

and to be concerned with the wider community not isolated beings.   

 

Fourth, with the movement and relationship in the Threeness of God  

there is hospitality.  

And, not just for the three, but all are invited in. 

To each of us a hand is extended, open, welcoming us 

to join the three.  

The space is endless. 

The holy table is wide and welcoming 

where yet another seat and yet another plate is set.  

Our world needs this type of hospitality. 

Made in the image of God, our hearts are capable of this hospitality.  

Imagine the difference we can make with open hearts.  
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Finally, our God of threeness is steeped in love. 

Deep life-giving love flows between the Creator, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

The relationship between the three persons of the God  

is not a relationship of domination, power-mongering,  

manipulation, or jealousy.   

It is a relationship of unselfish, sacrificial love.   

God’s very being is grounded in love. 

Created in God’s image,  

let your lives be motivated first and foremost by love.  

 

In Matthew, Jesus tells his disciples to go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Birth and baptism are some of the first milestones of our lives. 

As we celebrate the milestone of High School graduation 

and continuing education, the questions for the graduates especially  

as you move into the next phase of life, 

but for every one of us is: 

what does it mean to follow Jesus as I learn more about my place in the world? 

what does it mean to answer the call to nursing, to business management,  

to biology and possibly med school as a Christian vocation?  

How do I reflect what I know of God in my “day job”? 

 

Our readings today and other scripture tell us we’re sent  

into the world to share the good news of Jesus to the ends of the earth.  

Not all of us are called to be clergy or missionaries, 

but we are called to work in the sacred world made by God.  

I want especially our students, graduates and scholarship recipients,  

but everyone, to envision yourselves as  

missionaries to whatever industry, 

whatever worked you are called to do  

reflecting the fullness of the mystery of God everyday.  

 

We are children of the Trinity at a time when our world is 

in desperate need of love, hospitality, inclusion and flexibility. 
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At milestones it is appropriate to reflect on how this loving God 

is guiding us into the whole truth of who God is and who we are.  

The mystery of the Trinity has the power to transform our hearts, 

leading us toward one another,  

toward unity and diversity,  

hospitality and love. 

May all of our lives reflect the transformative beauty of our Triune God.2  

Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
2 Ibid. 


