
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome you to Sunday Worship! 

July 5, 2026 at 9:30 AM 

 

The People of Covenant are called to: 

Gather, Grow, and Go Serve 

…with God’s Love! 



Welcome! Thank you for joining us for Worship today! 
 

WORSHIP ORDER – Sunday, July 5, 2026 – 9:30 AM 
Congregation participation is given in bold. 

ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal) 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Prelude 

Land Acknowledgment 
Covenant Lutheran Church acknowledges and honors the Indigenous 
Peoples and their ancestral homelands on which we gather. We stand on 
stolen ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and the many other 
Indigenous Nations that have been historical occupants here. We respect 
Native Americans as caretakers of this land and Mother Earth. We strive 
to emulate the stewardship they first demonstrated. We embrace 
Indigenous People in love and gratitude. May we always seek a greater 
understanding of the Native community and their history as a whole, as 
we aspire to work in meaningful partnership. 

Welcome 

Call to Worship 
Come to the Lord, all you people! 
We come, seeking God’s healing love. 

Make your hearts ready to discover God’s power in your lives. 
We open our hearts and spirits to receive God’s loving gifts. 

Hallelujah! 
Amen! 

Children’s Time 

Gathering Hymn Lift Every Voice and Sing ELW 841 

 



Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise – Glory be to God  ELW p. 204  

Prayer of the Day 
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for 
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we 
may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

First Reading  Zechariah 9:9-12 
The first reading is from the ninth chapter of the prophet Zechariah, 
beginning with the ninth verse: 

 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 See, your king comes to you; 
  triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
  and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
  and he shall command peace to the nations; 
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea 
  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



Psalm  Psalm 145:8-14 
A responsive reading, beginning with the eighth verse of the one-
hundred-forty-fifth Psalm:  
 8 The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9 The Lord is good to all, 
  and his compassion is over all that he has made. 
 10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, 
  and all your faithful shall bless you. 
 11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 
  and tell of your power, 
 12 to make known to all people your mighty deeds 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
  and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
 The Lord is faithful in all his words 
  and gracious in all his deeds. 
 14 The Lord upholds all who are falling 
  and raises up all who are bowed down. 

Second Reading  Romans 7:15-25a 
The second reading is from the seventh chapter of Paul’s letter to the 
church in Rome, beginning with the fifteenth verse: 
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I 
do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the 
law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells 
within me. 18 For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, 
in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the 
ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is 
what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but 
sin that dwells within me. 
  21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies 
close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I 



see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making 
me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched 
person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25a Thanks 
be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation – Alleluia Lord and Savior ELW p. 205 

Gospel  Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus spoke to the crowd saying: 16 “To what will I compare this 
generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to 
one another, 
 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, 
a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet 
wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the 
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was 
your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my 
Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him. 
  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for 
I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  Pastor Linda Schumacher 



Hymn of the Day    Here I Am, Lord ELW 574 

Prayers of Intercession 
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the 
needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 

God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages, cultures, and 
movements. Grant us wisdom to discern when our yokes are too heavy, 
that we may live and serve in the freedom of your rest. 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 

God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common home 
through war and neglect. What you have lovingly crafted, guide us to 
lovingly tend. 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 

God our freedom, you are no tyrant but bring peace. As this nation marks 
its declaration of independence, teach us our part in announcing peace 
for future generations. 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 

God our comfort, liberate all in our community who are captive to fear, 
who have become isolated or ill, or who are in any need. Especially… 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 

God our guide, we do not always have the strength to do the good we 
wish to do. Free us from the cycles of violence that bind us, that all know 
your liberation. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

God our home, you model freedom through the love shared across 
communities of trust and goodwill. As we remember those now gone to 
eternal rest, especially Glenn. We thank you for the gifts of life together. 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we 
cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 



Exchange of Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
Let us share a sign of peace with one another. 

Announcements 

Offering and Offering Prayer 
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord! 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy  ELW p. 207  

 
 



Eucharistic Prayer 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

Communion Hymns Lamb of God ELW p. 208 
 For the Beauty of the Earth (v. 1-4) ELW 879 
 Great is Thy Faithfulness ELW 733 

Post Communion Blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

Prayer after Communion 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through 
this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now 
and forever. Amen. 



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you, 
today and always. 
Amen. 

Sending Hymn This is My Song ELW 887 

Dismissal 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Care to contribute to our congregation and its ministries?  
Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving. 

 Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’! 
(Electronic donations from a debit/credit card now accepted.) 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License # SAS000356. 



Announcements: 
 Bible Study has been cancelled Jul 1 and 8 and will resume on Wed, Jul 15 at 5:30 PM 

 There is no Worship & Music Team meeting this week—enjoy the summer break! 

 Book Club will meet on Thu, Jul 9 to discuss Becoming Little Shell by Chris La Tray 

at Jan Walker’s home, 838 Center Rd in Stoughton 

and on Thu, Aug 13 to discuss My Father’s House by Joseph O’Connor 

 Generation 2 Generation Team is hosting the inaugural 2nd Saturday event on Jul 11, 

9 – 11 AM in the fellowship hall and around Covenant’s grounds. 

 A Church Cookout with games and fellowship will follow worship on Sun, Jul 19! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Week’s Worship Leaders & Volunteers 
Pastors: Linda & Loren Schumacher 
Assistant Minister: Donna Tarpinian Lector: Laurie Judd 
Greeters: George Craig and Linda Harrison 
Communion Assistants: Laurie Judd and Donna & Gary Tarpinian 
Organist/Pianist: Meghann Proper 
Ushers: Tom Chose, Jack Cope, Stephen Peterson, and Peder Melhuse 
Sound/Projection: Jude Surrell 
Altar Guild: Marijo Vols 
Communion Prep: Marijo Vols 

Covenant Lutheran Church 
1525 N. Van Buren St. 
Stoughton, WI 53589 

(608) 873-7494 
CovLutheran@CovLuth.org 

www.CovLuth.org 

Pastor Wendy Moen 
PastorWendyMoen@CovLuth.org 

 


