g Covenant Lutheran Church, ELCA

We welcome you to Sunday Worship!
August 9, 2026 at 9:30 AM

The People of Covenant are called to:
Gather, Grow, and Go Serve

...with God’s Love!



Welcome! Thank you for joining us for Worship today!

WORSHIP ORDER - Sunday, August 9, 2026 — 9:30 AM
Congregation participation is given in bold.
ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal)

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude

Land Acknowledgment

Covenant Lutheran Church acknowledges and honors the Indigenous
Peoples and their ancestral homelands on which we gather. We stand on
stolen ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and the many other
Indigenous Nations that have been historical occupants here. We respect
Native Americans as caretakers of this land and Mother Earth. We strive
to emulate the stewardship they first demonstrated. We embrace
Indigenous People in love and gratitude. May we always seek a greater
understanding of the Native community and their history as a whole, as
we aspire to work in meaningful partnership.

Welcome
Call to Worship

Give thanks to the Lord!
Sing praise to God’s name!

The Lord has done wonderful things for us!
The Lord has heaped blessing upon blessing in our lives!

Come, sing, shout, and give thanks to God.
In all our ways, we will continually thank God forever. Amen!

Children’s Time

Gathering Hymn Oh, Sing to the Lord (v. 1-2, 4-5) ELW 822



Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Hymn of Praise — Glory be to God ELW p. 204

Prayer of the Day

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to
be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and
daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading 1 Kings 19:9-18
The first reading is from the history of the leaders of Israel, as recounted
in the nineteenth chapter of first kings, beginning with the ninth verse:

9 At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave and spent the night
there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?” 1°He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the
God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown
down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. | alone am
left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

1 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the
Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it
was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but
the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the
Lord was not in the earthquake, '2and after the earthquake a fire, but the
Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence.
13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out
and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him
that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 1* He answered, “I have
been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have



forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to
take it away.” ¥ Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to
the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as
king over Aram. !¢ Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over
Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as
prophet in your place. ¥ Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael,
Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall
kill. 2 Yet | will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not
bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 85:8-13
A responsive reading from the eighty-fifth Psalm, beginning with the
eighth verse:

8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people,
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,
and righteousness will look down from the sky.
12The Lord will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness will go before him
and will make a path for his steps.

Second Reading Romans 10:5-15
The second reading is from the tenth chapter of Paul’s letter to the church
in Rome, beginning with the fifth verse:



> Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law,
that “the person who does these things will live by them.” ® But the
righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart,
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) ” “or ‘Who
will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).
8 But what does it say?

“The word is near you,

in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), ° because if you confess with
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. !° For one believes with the heart,
leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to
salvation. 1 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to
shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same
Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And
how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? > And how are
they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful
are the feet of those who bring good news!”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation — Alleluia Lord and Savior ELW p. 205

Gospel Matthew 14:22-33
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

22 Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other
side of the Sea of Galilee, while he dismissed the crowds.?3 And after he
had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray.
When evening came, he was there alone, 2* but by this time the boat,
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against



them. %> And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the
sea. 2° But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 2’ But
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, itis |; do not be
afraid.”

28 peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you
on the water.” 2° He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 3° But when he noticed the
strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out,
“Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 3> When they
got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped
him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon Pastor Wendy Moen
Hymn of the Day My Life Flows On In Endless Song ELW 763

Prayers of Intercession
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those
in need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word
may be heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted,
strengthen the church in its faithful witness.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve
biodiversity in all its variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes
of a changing climate. Move our hearts with compassion to join in this
work.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.



For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are
in positions of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach
us to respond with Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in danger.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and
hope in your loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving
and all who suffer. Especially...

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and
life amid a turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other
church leaders with your still, calm voice.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our
earthly journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this
we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Exchange of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Let us share a sign of peace with one another.

Announcements

Offering and Offering Prayer

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,

so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW p. 207

Eucharistic Prayer

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:



This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!



Communion Hymns Lamb of God ELW p. 208
Precious Lord, Take My Hand ELW 773
| Am the Bread of Life (v. 1-2, 4-5) ELW 485
Post Communion Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through
this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now
and forever. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
-+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you,
today and always.

Amen.

Sending Hymn  What A Fellowship, What A Joy Divine ELW 774

Dismissal
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God!



Announcements:
T Weekly Bible and Prayer Time continues this Wednesday at 5:30 PM in Gateway.
7T Book Club will meet this Thu, Aug 13 to discuss My Father’s House by Joseph
O’Connor
T Generation 2 Generation Team is hosting the next gathering Sat, Sep 12,
9 — 11 AM in the fellowship hall and around Covenant’s grounds.
T Fall program planning is in progress. Dates to follow!

Care to contribute to our congregation and its ministries?
Scan this QR Code to give digitally with Vanco Online Giving.
Or visit www.covluth.org and click ‘On-line Giving’!
(Electronic donations from a debit/credit card now accepted.)

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Used by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License # SAS000356.




This Week’s Worship Leaders & Volunteers
Pastor: Wendy Moen Acolyte: Levi
Assistant Minister: Deb Oakland Lector: Philayne Chose
Greeters: Tamarine Westrand, Linda Harrison
Communion Assistants: Deb Oakland, Philayne Chose, Kathy Andrusz
Organist/Pianist: Marcie Mahuta
Ushers: Forrest and Tucker Evans, Judy Heil, Matthew Heil, Norman Sime
Sound/Projection: Jude Surrell
Altar Guild: Sarah Horton
Communion Prep: Karen Hanson Cook & Bill Cook
Fellowship: Donut Sunday — Compliments of Tom Christian

Covenant Lutheran Church (608) 873-7494
1525 N. Van Buren St. CovLutheran@CovLuth.org
Stoughton, WI 53589 www.CovLuth.org

Pastor Wendy Moen | Cell: (240) 506-1388
PastorWendyMoen@CovLuth.org




